- Piioced'fn the 42% Pear of Our publick Breachof Covenant: 
« the? Year wheretn rhere vvas- much zeal for COD ,, 
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Soren Leacue & Covenant. "is 
With the W.- 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of SINS. 


EncacrnenT » D UTHFHES q 


As they wete Renewed at Leſmahego, March 3. 160 with Acthiino: 7 


dation tothe Preſent T'i iImes. 


TOGETHER WITH 


An TIntrodu%iom rouching National Covenants. , by way of Aba r ON tis #” 

29th. Chapter of Deuteronomy, The Subſtance whereof , was .des  . 7: 

liveres in a Diſcourſe to the People, on the Preparation day, LY 
before they were Renewed.. . .f 
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. Ifaiah 24. 5. The Earth is alſo defiled any the Inhabitants thereof ; beeatla: ; 
they have' tranſereſſed- the Laws , changed the Ordinance, brokgn the Ever-- 
laſting Covenants+ _” 

Ezekicl 17. 18; Seing he deſpiſed the Oath , by breaking the Covenant , when © 
- bo, be had given his hand, and bath done all theſe wet: be _”_— not ut eo Ro 


5” GE 


a <__ — 


among Ven, buc little for Couenanting Ry GOD. | 


(1685 A}: 


- 


2. A TE *. 
by - P, 4 1, —— 
pln 4 5% 2, 28. - 
od 4 a8 


87 


"x W a, 4 


2 > ERS 
— -- 


SQ 


_— Sv. « 
« nn *: ® 2 


. 
ot 


_ 


— 


Lian Introdu&ion, touching National Covenants, by way of 4s. 
| lyfis, on the 29th Chapter of Deuteronomy. T he ſubſtance whereof, 
_ was delivered in « Diſcourſe tothe People, en the Preparation- Day 

before the Renewing of the Cavenants at Leſmahbege. 


; HE greateſt Glory of Man, and the loweſt, and yet the 
+ moſt loving and loyely ſtepof GO D $ Condeſeenſion to- 
wards Man,was, is. and ſhall be, that he is admitted ints 
a Covenant Relation with GOD , whereby the Lord 
becomes his GOD. King, Maſter, Husband, Father; And 
| = he becomes the Lords peculiar Subjeft, Servant, Friend 
.-gnd Son. Ic would hays beer preſumption in Man to offer this ro GOD, 
\ Coyenants ſuppoſing properly equality , freedom from pre-obligations, 
and Independency berween theParties Covenanting z Nene of which' 
were, or could be in Coyenant-Tranſaftions between GOD and Man, 
bur Infinite diflance and Diſproportionz, Abſolute Subje&tion, Obliga- 
tion and-Dependance on Mans part , under the Dominion and Law of 
his Creator, from under which, and withoutwhich, it is impoſſible ro con- 
 ccive he could have a Beeing. But, as it was an AC of Grace and Con- 
deſcenſion in GOD, to make Man after His own Image, in perfe&ion 
of Holineſs; So it was an A& of Condeſcenſion to illuminate this with 
the luſter. of a perfe& Law, given for his Rule : Unto this it is a great 
additament of Condeſcenſion, that He ſhould give any promiſes encou- 
raging to Obedience : Ard greater,'to conceiye theſe corfirmed by an 
Oath. : But that the Lord ſhould offter to Covenant wich Man, and to 
give the Law, Promiſes and Oath Covenant-wayes,: isa greater wonder 
of Condeſcenfion: This being a greater priviledge, as well as ſecurity, 
than' either Law, Promiies or Oaths. This was a wonderful a& of 
Grace aud Condeſcenſion to Man at firlt, or the firſt Man repreſenting 
all Mapkind, topropoſeto him, and to cake him under the bond of the 
Covenant of Works: But a{ter the violation of that firſt Coyenant,thar 
there ſhould be ay acceſs granted to any of the Children of Men, to 
the benefit of a ſecond TranlaCtion of Grace, is a wonder of Condeſcen- 
ſton zever evuugh confidered. The firſt was the honour and happineis 
of thefirlt Man, propoſed tor the benefit, and being violate, became the 
Slame and Curſc of all Men. The —_ is the honour and happineſs, 
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mand through CHRIST, common and peculiar to all the Ele, the 
Objects of the Covenant of Redemption, of which that of Grace is an exhi-I® 
bired Tranſumpr. This being the main difference between the Eternal 
Covenant of Redemption berween the Father and the Son, and the Ewerlaft-[ 
ing Covenant of Grace, madcalſo with CHRIST principally as Repreſen- 
. rative of His Heirsof Grace and Glory, that inthe former, CHRIST! 
our Sponſor is to be conlidered, as the Son and ſecond Perſonof the Tri-#1t. 
ity, Co-cqual and Co-cſlential with the Father, tranſaRting about His} 
Mediatory Delegation in the buſſineſs of 'Redemprion ; in the later He igt!: 
'to be confidered as the Mediator, the Fathers Servant and Delegate. Inf 
the former the Promiles are made conditionally to CHRIST, upon! 
condition of His ſatisfying Juſtice in the fulneſsof time, and abſolutly raK 
the Ele&,without reſpe& to any thing foreſeen-in themzin the later theyB! 
are madeab(oluly to- Chriſt; -now having fulfilled hisundertaking, andp 
conditionally, -:or by:way of Teſtamematy diſpoſition to the:Ele&. Bur] 
as GODS:making Covenant with Marr is a wonder of neyer enough ad: 
mired Condeſcendency; ſo His admitting Men to make a Covenant 
with him,is no leſs matter of Admiration. Yer this he hath not onlyfÞt 
offered and allowed, but perſwaded unto it by Commands, Promiſes, 
Threatnings, Arguments, Expoſtulations,: Invitations and Intreaties inP? 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament: Where we find Cove-£P! 
nanting with GOD, both Perſonal and National, hath the ſanQtion of} 
Divine Approbation. For Perſcnal Covenanting with GOD, it mayÞ* 
be proven by Scripture Precepts, Promiſes, and -Prattiſes of the Saints. 
AlltheſeCommands and Calls given to. come and buy the Covenants Be-Þ0 
nefits (which GR a Bargain) tocome to the Marriage ec. inferring}| 
4 conſent tothe F erms of a conjugal Covenant, do prove it to be a. ne-f 
ceflary Duty. All theſe Promiſes of ſubſcribing with the hand unto the 
Lord, Iſa. 44. 5- That they ſhall call the Lord their Father, and nor 
turn from Him, Jer. 3, 19. Thatthey ſhall call him 1#i, and nomoreÞs 
Baali, Hoſ. 2. 16. Thar he ball fay It is my People, and they ſhall fay 
The Lord is my GOD. Zech, 13, g. do clearly imply and infer this. There 
ateallo Precedents and Examplesof the Saints confirming this,. ſuch asF 
Facobs Vow, Gen, 28- 28 totheend, Davids,Pſal. 16. 2. Pſal.. 1ig, 57, 
106. Pſal. 132. 2. 5, and rwany others. Upon this ground they took 'ii 
confidence to lay particular claim to the Lord as their own GOD, 8$a-! 
yiour and Portion. th 
Bur our purpoſe at preſent is to ſpeak of National Covenanting. For clear-JU 
ing and vindicating which, it will not be ungrofitable to conſider wharÞ!N 
| may: 
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w* may be gatheret from this one place of :Scriptute, the 291h: Chapteriof 
nal} Deuteronomy, the fulleſt and plaineſt that can be foundfor this purpole; 
whereof the compendious 4nahſir may be here offered. 
nl Inthis Chapter we haye to conſider,theſe fix things. 1. The Inſcription 
5T of the Covenant here Renewed, containing the Divine Preſcription of 
i-Jit, v. 1, 2: The Motizerand Inducements here adduced and preſſed by 
Til Noſes, to invite and: incite the: People to Renew'the Covenant at this 
© jeltime, from v. 2. to'v. 9. Containing alſo,not obſcurely,their Acknow- 
Infledgement of the Breaches thereof, 3, The extent of the Obligetion theres 
on, from v. 10. to v. 15. 4- The danger of thic Breach of it, from ». 16, 
 toKo v. 19. 5- The Greatneſs and Obſeryableneſs of the Puniſhment of that 
\eviBreach,predifted and deſcribed from v. 20. to ». 28. 6. A Concluſory Ge- 
ndpollary inferred from all,v. laſt, _. 
Bur] 1 The Inſcription in the firſt Verſe, doth hold out to us both pp, x; 
:q:jthe Inſticution of GOD, the place where, or time when it was 
ant ranſated, and that this was not the firſt time irhad been engaged into, 
1[yſbut was hece/Renewed, Theſe are the words of the Covenant which the Lord 
ſes Jeommanded Moſes, tomake with the Children of Iſrael in the Land of Moab, beſide 
oin#be Covenant which be made with them in Horeb. Whence we may hayc 
ve.ground for moving and ſolying ſeyeral difficulties. | 
of 1. It may be doubted, If Covenanting with GOD, eſpecially Ne> Deſt, 1; 
ayÞPinel, be a neceſſary. 'or expedient Duty, 'approven in the Seriptures? vi! 
1rs.14"ſ. The Lawtulneis ob Oaths,: Vows, and Covenants, to, tor, .or hes 
3e-jtore GOD, will be queſtioned by none but Qzakers, and other Entbuſi- 
ng ts, or Fanatiche. 1a the Old Teſt. it is nere evident” the: Lord Com- 
1e- pmanded ro cnter into this Covenant and Oath v. 1. and i2. ' Andir is 
he fever Abrogate inthe New Teſt. except in-ordinary Communicatians, 
\ot wherein ir'was condemned in the Old, as wellas in the New: And. it 
Ye fis {o'far from:-being Abrogate,that itis Confirmed by the:Apoftle,ſaying, 
ay $4 Mans Covenant once confirmed cannot;be diſanulled, Gal. 3. 15. And con- 
-reqcerning even Promiflory Oaths, ſaying, That an Oath for eonfirmation is 
a5 $@n end of all trife, Heb. 6. 16. Nor can the.expediency or the neceffity of 

\Fthis Dury be doubted by any who-conftdersthe Commands enforcing it, 
ok frhe uicinineis that rhe Saintsexperienced in it, for reſtraining. from Sin, 
72. ffor Aggravating it an their Humiliations, from this conſideration, That 
they had Vowed and Covenanzed tothe contrary, for ſtirring upto the 
ar- {Putics bound upon them by the Law, and for encouraging themſelves 
zactinthe hope of Pardon for their Short-comings: We muſt not think ir 
ay-[is inconvenicnt ro Vow, or that it is EE to Vow, or not Vow. 
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le is ſaid indeed Feeleſ. 5. 5, Better it 3s that thon ſhneldeft hot Vow, thanthat! 
thox ſbouldeſt Vow and nat pay. But that doesnot mike. V owing either. Inc 
convenicn!, Inexpedient, nor Indiftcrent, or fot.go>dſimply; No more 
than the Apoſtles ſaying, 2 Pet. 2, 21. It bad bren better n2t to b we knoron 
the way of Righteouſneſs, than after it is kgown;; totarn from it,” will make 
knowing the way of Rightrargnefs, tobe cubes Inconvenient, or Ja-xp1diznc; 
or not good ſimply.” For Fawing, as. well as Payingis expresfly command 

ed, Pſal. 76. 11. And in fame caſes ( eſpecially;ionecefliry things ) 
Vowing, and Breaking, ts berter than not Vorwin?, . and yet Bezhins the 
Law; forthe later isrwo- Sins, Qmiffin in not Vowing, and Commil: 
fion in Breaking, the former anly-the ſin of Breaking the Vow, as Mr 
Durham clearsit at arge, on Command, 3: Pag;' 135. 13G. &c,' 2. Ag 
for National Vowing or Covenanting, it is evidently approver in Scrip 
cure Precepts, Promites, and Pratilcs. Here is a Scripture Precept fo 
it in the Old Teſt. never Abrogared in the New.. There are alſo Pro 
miſes and theſe relating tothe New Teſt: times, not only of Perſona] 
but of National Coycnanting, as Churches, and Chriftian Socictics, 1. 
19. I8, 21, 23. tothe end. Fer. 50. 4. 5. Zecb. 2. 11. And as fo 
Precedents, we have very many of National Covenants, made and re 
newed again and again, for Preſeryacion and Reformation of Religion} 
Extirpation of falſe Worſhip, maintaining their Laws, Liberties, and 
Government, puniſhing and reſtraining the Wicked, keeping the com 
mon Peace and mutual Defence,againft the common Enemies As her 

after that in Horeb, Iſraels Covenant is folemnly Sworn, under the Con 
du of Moſes. And Renewed by Foſhus, Foſh. 24. By Aſa, 2 Chron. 1 5 
13, 14. Jehojadah, 2 Kings 11.17. 2 Chron.23. 16. Hezekiah, 2 Chron. 2c 
40. fofiab, 2: Kings 23. 2. 2 Chron. 34. Exra chap. 10.:3. Nehemiah, chay 
9. ult. and 10! 26, 29. . Yea alwaycs in times of Humiliation and i 

tended Reformarion we find they fell about this Duty, That the Lora 
fierce Wrath might turn away. 2 Chron. 2g. 10, To eonfirm Iſraels ho e,Ezy, 
LO. I. Nehem.. 9- ult. As alſo in the New Teſtament ſomewhat lik 
this is hinted at, 2 Cor. 8. 5. Where the Churches of Macedonia gav 
their own ſelyes co the Lord,and to the Apoſtles, which ar leaſt 1mplie 
a Covenant. | 


| _ I. Ic may be queſtioned, What'was the Nature of theſe Cov 

Queſt, 25, ents at Horeb, and of this in Moab, and other National Covenant} a 

3n Seriptiire > Was it a Covenant of Works or of Grace, that was ſeveral o 

times Renewed? And do we ſtand bound-to them, as the !ſ-aelites then} b 

Anſ. Theſe Covenants as to their Nature, were ncither the Covenanj w 

#{ Works, vor of Grace formally, though matterially a -- 
| tl 


=» | 
# both: - They have the ſame mutual contraing:-Parties, GOD and fan 
4 (tha here Man is to be conſidered, not in his Abſtract, Singular, -ldr- 


vidual, or perſonal: Capacity; Burt as a Member of a Community uns 
dertaking Vows) "The ſame obligations to all the duties of theſe fore- 
mentioned Divine Covenants ( tho here they are to be taken as Publick 


4 ahd National Duties, in reference to Religion asa publick Intereſt) The 


ſame ſanCtions and certifications of Blefſings and Curles Chere ro- be'nn- 


$ derfiood a: Naional) With reſpe&ro the Matter of them, in the Old 


Teſtament Diſpenſation, they obliged to the obſervation of tie whole 


{ Moral; Judicial, and Ceremonial Law of GOD, as it was rben calcu- 
f late to the judaical Pedagogie ; requiring indeed prrfte&tion legal,accord- 
ding to the T cnor of the Covenant of 


Nat orks, but aimitring Repen- 
tance, and through Faich, accepting Perfcfion Evangelical, according . 
tothe Tenor of the Covenant of Grace. And in the New Teſtament 
Diſpenſarion, they oblige to the ſame obſervance of the ſame Laws chat 
are not aboliſhed, and of theſe Ceremonial Inſtirutions of CHRIST, 


that are ſubſtitute in tne place of the former ary $-o and Typical 


Ceremonies, calculate to the Meridian of Goſpel Light, Puriry and 
Simplicity, With reſpe& to the End, in both Diſpenfations, they had, 


| and have the ſame ſubſcryiency tothe Coyenant of Grace, the ſame with 
# the Law to-reſtrain Sin, to manifeſt it, and to lead ro CHRIST tor Re- 


mithon of ir. And with reſpe& to the ſeveral forts of People engaging 
under theſe Bonds, they were to Believers, according to the Tencr of 
the Covenant of Grace; and to Unbelievers, according tothe Tenor of 


| the Covenant of Works, Bur asto their Form and Formality, they were 


the Eccleſtaſtick and National Covenants of the viſible Community of 
the Lords. People, engaging to be His, and to keep His Wayes and 
Teſtimonies. . Firſt Tranſated Exod. 19- 5, 8. Exod. 24. 7, 8. Re- 
newed here, Demt. 29- and ſeveral times afterwards. 

HI. Another Queltion is, }bo may tender or impoſe it > May it Deſt, }.. 
be without the Magiſtrate» Here the Magiſtrate Moſes is Autho- 
rized to make it : But may it be done without him> Or when it is ſo, .zs the 
obligation of it Binding, when the Magiſtrate or publick, Father diſalowes or dif- 
charges it. The rcaſon of the doubt is taken from Numb. Jo: 3, 5, 8. 
Where it isſaid, 'if a Woman in her Fathers houſe (or Husbands) vow . 
a Vow unto the Lord ,and her Father (or Husband) diſallow her,not any 
of her Vows or Bonds, wherewith ſhe hath bound her Soul, ſhall ſtand, 
bur ſhall be made of none effet. Anſ. Juſtice and Order requires, that 
whocycr hath the greateſt Influence upon, or Authority oyer the Com- 
munity,. 


(6) 
munity ſhould tender the Oath, and it belongs indeed to Magiftrates ts 


diſallow and -diſanul, it is ſaid, The Lord ſhall forgive ber, intimating there 


enjoyn it, bur not ſo as toexclude themſelves fromjcoming under the 
Bond of ir, And in that caſe, they-muſt have ſome to tender it to them. 


we find the Officers of the Church { as Moſes alſo was an extraordittary 


one) impoſing ir, as Jehojadah, both to King Joaſh and to the People, 
2 Kings 11.17. 2 Ghron, 23. 16. a precedent juſtifying Mr Robert Donglaſy, 
by Commiſtion from the Gen. Aſſembly, his tendering the Coyenant to 
King Charles the II. at kis Coronation. And Ezra made the Prieſts, the 
Levnes, andall Ifael to{wear it; and it was acknowledged that #bis 
matter belonged unto bim. Ezra 10. 4, 5. even without the conſent of the 
Magiſtrate. or him to whom they were ſubjeR at that time, then a Hea+ 
then, the King of Perſia. And if it be ſo tendered and taken, without 
the conſent of the Magiſtrate ; yer his after diſſent or diſcharge, cannot 
looſe the obligation of it. Asto that of Nzmb. 3o. Ir is altogether beſide 
the purpoſe : For the Magiſtrate is neicher the Father nor Husband of 
the Church, tho in ſome ſenſe # the Church, 1/a. 49. 23. baving a 


power as a nurſing Father, not as a generating Father, Commlative not Pri- 


ative: Nor hath be ſuch power oyer his Subje&s, as a Father over his 
Cnild, or Husband oyer his Wife. Certainly theſe heads of Tribes verſ. 
1. were Politick Fathers, as Magiſtrates, yet it is not allowed to them to 


Diſanul, Vacate, or mafke void theſe Vows, but to the Father or Hus: }; 
band of the Party making them, from whom, theſe heads of 'Tribes: 


are {poken to, as diſtin; and the command is given to theſe Magi» 
ſtrats only to (ce it obſerved and ratified. Again, National Covenants 


for Religious Ends and Intereſts, are not to be ſuppoſed of that nature: 


of theſe Vows, which were not about neceſſary, bur indifferent things, 
and it ſeems rafhly and unadviſedly engaged into; for the Father had- 
no power to make null, or of no cff:&, rhe Maids eagaecments to ne- 
ceſlary and indiſpenſable Duties. And as to thele things which he might 


was ſomething iniquous in it. However, as the Farther holding his 
Peace, did ratifie the Vow. verſe 4, and was not to reicind it afterwards, 
verſe 15. So this Achillean Argument of the Prelatical and Malignant 


Party, againſt our Covenants,adduced from this place, hath no Nerves; 


becauſe the Father, as they ſenle ic, or the Magiſtrate held his peace ar, 
and gave his conſent to the Renewing both the National Covenant,and 
Solemn League and Covenant, tho afterwards he made I:quirics, Prov, 
20. 25. and reſcinded it, by an audacious Heaven-dating Law, But 
dare theſe Gentlemen {ay, that it was inthe power of {uch a politick Father 

| as 


- 
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as Abaz, Or Joaſh, or Feconiah, or Zedekiah, who after Vows made In- 
| quiry, to diſallow or diſanul the Covenant of Iſrael, and yer it was with- ' 
! out their conlent, and againſt their will that any ſuch Covenant was 
NJ made, being mace in their Minority, or in their extremity, when tor- 
ry ed tO it, ; | | 
le, | ] A Fourth 2weſtion may be, If the Copenant beto be Renewed, Queſt. 4. 
ſry} in what form? Whether inthe firſt unalterably> Ot may it be Re- 

tOf newed with Alterations? Anſy As it 1s plain here. is ſomeway another Co- 
hief yenant, beſide the Covenant which he made with them-in Horeb; So it is as e- 
viſh yident, it is rather a Renovation of the former, than a Subſtirution of 
hef another ; rather a Tranſlation of the Form, than of the Matter, with 
af accommodation to the Circumſtances, Sins and Duries of that time, 
ut | when they were inthe Land of Moab, ſormeway altered from: the cale they 
10th were in ar Horeb: Which were-the Motives of their Renewing it at this 
del time, and may conduce for our dire&ionat other times, when ro Renew 
Of} National Coyenants. For then at Horeb, they were newly delivered'out 
8 af of Egypt, and had ſeen the Wonders done there, and at the Red ſza,and 
Pri-Fin conduRing them to Horeb, Now after their abuſe of theſe, and many 
his| ſyperadded Priviledges afterwards, after they had rr ws the 
erſ- \ weary Wilderneſs, they were arrived at the Borders 0 Canaan, and pur 
1tO {in expeRation of the complement of their promiſed Deliverance, when 
uS* [they were to receive, and did receive from the Lord right Judgements, 
beSjtrue Laws, good Statutes and Commandements- Covenant wile, with 
gt- falluring Propofalls, that if they would obey His Voice, and keep His 
ntSICovenant, then He would make them His peculiar Treaſure, and a 
ure Kingdom of Prieſts, and an holy Nation, Exod. 19. 5. &c. Now they 
85, Thad torſaken, broken, and fergotten in a great meaſure this Covenant; 
1adfThen they were ſolemnly adoptedinto a: Covenant relation with GOD, 
DE- to be His People ; Now they had made Apoſtaſie and Defetion , in 
ght any reſpets, Ina word, they had received many more Mercies, and 
KIT Thad committed 'many more Sins,now, - then at that time. Therefore it 
his was expedicnr they ſhould Renew it: And ir is eafie to obſerve ſeyeral 
rds, Alterations as to the Form of jr, from that in Horeb, Exod. I9. and . 
antEFxod. 24. 3, 7. The former was more full and particular, ſuiting alt 
VESsFimes. "The Book of the Covenant contained allthe Judgements promulga- 
: at, fed upon Mount Sinai: This, as here Renewed, did alſo contain the 
and ame, but more generally propoſed, with a particular Acknowledge» 
"rov. nent of the Sins againſt, and. Brgaches of that Covenant, from verſe 2. 
Butho g, and. with a.new Engagement. co the Duties thereof, and a more 


ther expreſs: 
as 


LIMI 


HR — 
De > =o 
—— 


Oe Dor rene are eee ee) oe wes 


Bn nag PER, ay 
- 


rg, rg 
— 
% 


Sv 7 2 ) ; Ft 
expreſs exp!ication and application of the univerſality and extent of its. 
Obligation : As we find likewiſe in all the Renovations of the Covenant. 
of Iſrael formerly mentioned. Which makes it lawful for a People that 
would now Rencw Scotlauds Covenants, to do it with ſuitable explicati- 
ons and applications to the times. 

II. The following part of the Chapter, from verſe 2, to verſe 9, doth 
hold forth to us, both their Ackwwledgement of Sins introductory, and 
their Motives inducing to cake on new Engagements. | 
Burt, 5. Queſt; What may be the Motives to Renew the Covenant ? A 0 

'*  Anſ. i. The frſtthing here is the conſtderation of the Won. 
ders of Wiſdom, Faithfulneſs, Power, Juſtice, and Goodneſs of thef | 
Lord, appearing in their Deliverance out of Egypr, which they had ſcenf ; 

done before their Eyes, v. 2. The great Temptations where-f{ 
Verſ. 2. J. with He proyed their Faith, Patience, Humilicy.and Loveg a 
and the great Temptations wherewith they provoked Him tof þ 
Anger, the Signs of His preſence,proteCtion and power continued,manyl e 


great Miracles wrought in their behalf;notwithſtanding of all cheſe Temp4Ja: 


tations, v. J. Which conſideration ſhould exceedingly aggravate their ir 
Sins, or thetr Acknowledgement, and animate theit Zeal ineiking on ncwjti 
Engagements, This alſo may be a Motive to the Godly in Scorland to Rem 
new their Covenant with GOD, with hamble acknowledgement of the 

Breaches thereof, aggravated from all the wondertul appearances off O 
GOD, in ordinances and providences, bo.h of Judgemear and MercyJer 
wherewith this poor place of the world hath been t1gnalized beyand ofter 
thers, We are called to remember what the Lord did, in delivering thigth' 
Land from the darkneſs of Paganiſme, Popery and-Prelacy, how eatly HQD1 
planted a Church in this Land, how vurely He purged ir, with whaB/: 
purity of R:formation, and unity of Protetſion He beautified it, witlrer 
what excellent Priviledges He honoured ir, eſpecially in bringing i-ungHe 
der the Bond of Solemn Covenants ; whereby its Name became Bewlafhar 
and Hepbzib2h, and what excellent Teſtimonies tor CHRIyT's.Precggvil 
gxtives as King, and His Kingdoms Liberties, He did concredit to ifgycr 
to contend tor. Oar eyes alto, and our Fathers have ſeen great Temptqpt t 
tions in Providences, whence we might have i:arned great experienc@he 
of the Lords Wiſdom 2nd our folly: Alwayes when we were at the loyp#? . 
eſt extremiry, dillpairing in our ſelves, then He appeared in Mercy; Agim 
waycs when we thought our {elves tronge't, and were moſt confidagoo) 
in our felycs, then wewere confounded. The Lords Temprations} £7 


try us haye been manifold, and our Tentations to provoke Him, a Chet 
e@ICCC 
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t © een 4s multifarious. Fhe Sjnr id ils rs colighe of Big Provi- 


| denc/s,in this Gay of Tenfation, hdVdbeen; obleryable AS tart in the 
i-] Wildcrnels, fo we have had cur Marg's, and our Moffs*s, ard Meribg*s 
Taberabs, a: d 'Kibroth Hattaavabs, at Pentland hills, . Bothwel brid 72; Arrds- 
hf moſs, &c. Put above al!, the paſſages of Provid nce fi e the Fare Popiſh 
df King mounted tht Throne, Taiied up worderfully! for gut ſcourge, have 
bern woriderfu), borb for the manner of his Advancemicnt and ſuble- 
uent Emergenctes, After all che tot mer breakings, two Partics in both 
Ns Kirgdomsappearing againſt 6im,.. very ſeaſonally, when it wonld have 
hel br ern thouptit al] wonld have concurred and concerted the ſame.Cayſe 
enf againſt Popery ard Tyranny,yer were broker: And 1 thing was like.co.wih- 
re# fond bis ocfigrs of intredutivgthe black<ſt of Popery & baſclt-of Slavery, 
76g at the opened Gap. of the Tolleration, Had ita Forreign Prince,in Zeal 4 
rol Relig10n, Pity to theſe Lands,and in purſuit of. his own Rights; incerpoſ- 
nyt ed tor, cur _reieue, by a very propitious proyidence; which; .ina.way 
194 as of Signs and Miracles, hath given us this enlargement and revivipg 
citfin our Bondane. ' Shall nor therefore the Godly Fee tee mmf, 
« whtions, be {ticred-up both to Acknowledgements of Sins and new Engage- 
Ce} ments: of ED; % Is nog ang 
ched ». The conſideration of*their Obduration, Occecatian and Verſe 4, 
; off Obſtinacy. ſupine Stupidity, and unaniwerableneſs ro.chele þ 
cyJgrcar Miracles and Viercics forementioned,. which they had neicher got- 
| often Hearts to perceive, nor Eyes.to obſerve, werſe-4. is both.a Motive'to 
chigtheir acknowledgement of ins, and torheit engagement ro covenanted 
-HdDu ies. Asthis tis a {ad truly, as ſuitably applicable to Scotland, as to 
cthallfrae! ; fo rhe conſideration thereof, ſhould, have moved the Godly to 
withrencw their Acknowledgements and Covenants, if yet they had gotten 
-unjHearts ro perceive, and Eyes to fee &e. Alas! all the pains the Lord 
xlahach rakcn on us to-rctlaim and reforme us, bave not profited us, Pri- 
rerghviledbcs have not prevailed with us, Proipetity-bath not allured us,Ad- 
0 ifyerſity hath not awakened us ro our duty, and all the fruit and «ffe&t 
nptapt the Word and Works of God, ſeems ro have preduced nothing bur 
enc@he judicial Plaguc of hearing indeed. , but not under(tanding ; ſeeing indeed, 
loWÞut not perceiving z and making aur beart fat, &C., Ifa 6. 9. 10. Is it not 
- Altime then we were conſidering our wayes, and turning to the Lord,and 
id &Covenanting with Him. = yy ch 
2s} J- The conſideration of the Lords gracious ConduCt of Verſc, 5. 6. 
haghemn in the Wilderneſs fourty Years, providing them with all _. | 
beheceſſarics for Food & ies" inanextraordinary way, wherein 


ney 


—_ — 


- of their Covenant. Since our Covenants were renzwed in Scotland.wi 


_* thereof, che Lord hach led-us full 40 Years through che wilderneſs 
- the SeFarian Invaſions, and the Prelatich,, Eraſtian, and Antichriftian ſur 6 


( 16, ) [| 
they might know the care 8nd kindneſs of ,* :and their relation to th R 
Lordtheir God, verſ, 5. 6. is made ule of as a Mortiveto. induce thenf, 
ro Acknowledgement ol their Sins, and a new Eugagement to the dutie] 


a Soteran Acknowledgement of the Sins, and Engagements to the duric 


ations: Whercin, tho we did not meer wich Micacles, yet truly wh, 

ave experienced Wonders of the Lords care and kindneſs, an4 for ah; 
the Harafſings and Huntings, Spoilings and Depredations of Perſecuterk, 
the poor Wilderneſs-wandeters have looked as Meat-like and Cloatk 
like (as we ule to ſay) as others, that ſatat eaſe in their houſes, and.dra 
their Wine and cheir ſtrong drink. | | 1 
Perf. 3.3, , 4 The conſideration of the glorious Vittory obtained i, 

fe O- ths place, in the Land of Moab, over the King of Heſhba 
and the King of Bahan, who withſtood their progreſs unto the Reſt theſe. 
were {ceking, whoſe Lands fell unto the two Tribes and the half for afp, 
Inhericance, werſ.. 7. 8. is likewiſe adduced as an Argument to excig 
them to this duty. So in our day, the T rophees of Triumph, char chi, 
late revolutions of Providence have erefted, to. the Honour of our Gogg;, 


' and the advantage of the Covenanted Reformation, in removing out dp; 


the way,two Kings, that were withſtanding its propagation, and ſceking, 
its deſtruion; and in aboliſhing two wicked Eſtabliſhments, ſct up of. 
the ruines thereof, viz. Tyranny inthe State, and Prelacy in tbe Church,ma ing 
flir up all Lovers of Reformation tothe ſarac duty of Covenanting,; 
for its Reftauration and Pretervation. - : La 
V, 5. Finally, he moves thenvto it werſ, g. by a promiſe daj; 
Yo proſperity to enlue upon their keeping and doing this Covday, 
ant, which now they were about to Renew. Which he preſles as nfgF 
ceflary duty, from all theſe Conſiderations. | Hol 
9 It may be 2reſtioned here. What is it to keep the wagds of tl, 
eſt. G, | : Jane 
Covenant, and do them? Is any Man able to keep the Covenanf;,. 
more than the Command ? And if not, why is this further burden impoſeſy,.| 
are not the Eommands themſelves Bonds ſtrit enought An.The Covenant 1s keffy, 
and done: (1.)By a conſtant and ſuirable Profeſſion of the duties thereq;,, ; 
keeping the way of the Lord. (2.) By a tenacious Confeſtion of the Tell 
monies thereof, againſt all oppoſition, never denyingor forbearing ti}F1, 
aſſerting the obligation thereof, nor turning aſide therefrom, to th,,,. 
right hand or tothe left ( Zoſh, 23.6) keeping it without ſpot, _— By 
F) 


I 


W323 5 . : 
ble (1 Tim. 6, 14.) efpecially when ir becomes the word of His Patience, 
 ifix-v, 3-10. (3.) By a mindful & carcful entertainment of itin the mine 
1ef.nd memory, never forgetting what we are bound to thereby. (4)By 
ue. rict obſeryance thereof in the prafile, in all'manner of conyerſation. 
WW hich is to be underſtood in the Goſpel ſenfe, not abſolwely bur re- 
iEretively, with reſpet to our Nature, nowecorrupt,weak and perycrſe. 
S For though we be bound by the Law of God to be pertetly Holy, yer 
utk.ur Covenants donot tye ustothis perfeRion; andthis obligation is nor 
' Wfrom our Covenant, but from the Law; for our Covenants do not ob- 
r 2Yjoe to the yictory over all ſin, but to wreſtle for it ; not to the eyent, 
crYut to the means which are in our power (and thetefore rhe People of 
AallGod plead they had nor broken Covenant, Pſal. 44. 17. tho they had 
anllins) and not to the attaining all things we Coyenant for, but to the 

aim, deſire, dclign and endeayour, to live in no {in Covenanted a+ 
d | painſt,” never to approve our lelyes in it, to omit no known duty cn- 
aged unto, and to leave no mean unelayed tor attaining the whole of ir. 
: Sec Mr Durbam 09 3 Command. concerning the obligation of Vowes, 
» Ware 133. &c. : 
ca Il | the following words from verſ. 10. to verſe 1 pL Or 17. Moſes 
- iBrropoſes the matter more cloſely, ſhewing the extant of the obligation 
20& acreof, in-athreefold reſpet- 1. In reſpe& of the Univerſality of the 
I FPerſons obliged. 2. In reſpe& ofthe ſacredneſs and inyiolable ſtriftneſs 
of irs Obligation 3. In reipe& of the perpetuity of its Obligation. 
 } Firſt, In reſpeC of the Perſons obliged, it is of univerlal extent, bind- 
Ning and obliging all the Members of the Church, and Common-wealth 
IDBot Iſrael of all {orts, qualities, ranks. vocations, ages, ſexes, none excluded 
or theſe things. 1. All ofall qualities, Captains, Elders or Verſ. 10 
(e QMagiſtrates, Officers, both of Church and State, with all the , 
on Men of Iſrael. Accordingly we find Jofiab taking all engaged, all the Men 
S fot 7udab, and rhe Pricits and the Prophets,and all the People both ſmall 
and great, 2 Kings 23. 2. And Ezra made the chſef Prieſts and Levites, 
f Mand ail Iſrael to ſwear the Covenant, Ezra 10. 5. None arc ſo high that 
amthey are above the obligation of it; None {o {mal cor baſe that they are 
o4below it. Its very encouraging when there are Nobles and Captains &e. 

Aro rake the Covenant. Its very neceflary they ſhould go betore others 
Clin it, but it does not only belong to them, | 
C Quer. May the Covenant be renewed without theſe Captains, Quelt. 7. 
Elders, Officers, or Primores'& Primates Regni, when they will 
> 2 concur? Anſ. Certainly this Ws gr obligation reaching all Perſons, 
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is ta be underfivot] paſuively,. thes allichefhare! obliged t9.enter.inro Calf 
venant, but not negatively, that wighoutapypt-thelesthe Govepanrtihouldfw 
not be entered 4ntoc,; 1hg Fiouvesmebuentd are canmmontothe imaliad 
as:well as the great,,,and:whhourglRmy aswall as withthern,- the Artiet 
clesof it, -and\the-kegningand feingrbdmarecmmos wibath alike Yo 
The relation zhatzhe amabgndmoenceſartiof 8edplahaverita God (the 
other contraQtng!-party ),13.ghx lame that;the Nobles:and: Great-onegþe2 
have, verſ. 42-and the Prividedges:044r,; to beeſtabliſhed asa-People untahn 
Himlelf, -and to-bave hig-farithei. God; er! £3) do no-more; belonghr 
co-the-one,' then tp the etþets-andxonſdqueitly: the Smal tnay:renow athne 
as well as the-Great; but; not-Nationaily,40:bind the whole: Narivn for-$h 
mally, to which :indsed.the concurrence:of irs Repreſencatives is necelÞ 
Pa. 41.” ſary,2.AltotalÞAgcs aud(5cxes gven their: Litele-mer and theirs 

- BWavesyverſ.: I.:arecobbged to rake 16, it they be capable.: ConſG 
Queſt. 8.. , cerning which,,;Quer, /fThildrev may be admitted 1othe Covenant? 

1,0 Maſi; br canngt be doubted: bur they are:under the bond of -it 
materially, being Children of the&;ovenant 4@. 3. 25. 'to-whom belongſs 
the promiſes (and allo the duties how ſoon they are capable.Jof the Cott, 
venant of Grace: A9..2. 29. and\thatthey are obliged to take it it theyÞKo 
be capable ; otherwiſe their Parentsate to engage forthe.  According-fe 
ly-in Scotland it hatch beeniin ute tor faichful'Minifters te take Parents en-ÞÞt 
oaged tothe covenants when they-preſehted their Children io Baptiſm. Jar 
Det: All of all ranks ot relations,even Strangers &Servants,frim the hew-Jat 

'* er of wood to the drawer of mater.Qucr.I1f Strangers be obliged or to ber: 
admitted to the Covenam ? Anſ. As 10 Iſrael, Strangers being admitted to theh 
covenant,together with their circumcifim was one bage of their being proſely-fye 
rs (of which Strangers only this isto be nnderfiood fo now,tho the caſc 
difter very far, {uch ſtrangers as are naturalizc@erd reſide in the conntry,tnay 
be admitted to the National Covenant of that Nation whereot they are: 
ſubje&s, and wherein they are Church Members: Others are only to 
be reſtrained trom doing or ſayingany thingagainſtit. 4. Neither 60. 
ly thele that ſtood there before the Lord: in that place, but the abſentF® 
Oxe. 10' -alſo verſe: 13. 14,  Some'miyhr have.had as good reaſon then: 
ou to Ohjed, as many do now tooliſh:y. that perionally they never 
2:0k the Covenant,being nor preſent when ir was caken. - Pur itisplain here 
2bſence will not abſol-e from the obligation: of ir; {0 ir is inall rcal Co-gh 
venants, that are not'meerly Perſonal. All the Members &f the Com-Tmnc 
munity covenanting.are under the bond 6/: the common Covenant, ' Ityt 
would:be a ridiculous: exception for one'toallcdge,. they are-nor ob):g-an 
&d to-ſtand to tae Allegiance ſworn to a-K.ing, or to a Coyenant of Pg 
made! 
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a raade wicth'an ws rs nem Cocks Community ef that Nation, 
1dIvhereof they are Members; becauſe they were abroad whentheſe TYanſ-/ 
al: NE: made But with —_— 'ro all theſe it mayTbe-a' Dree-' 
riſen; ; May rhe 'Contmant cnmweiſally be impoſed iipon all ranks andforts” 10 
e\ of Perfons'% Or; -'May dll b: pn ee id take X "Anſ. *Th6&'aHl'be"- Avefts Ee: 
theJuaderthe obligation '6f it materially, and all are botind to take it formally," 
nelþcateris-paribis; "it they be qualified , -yer neither ought it ro be impoſed, 
ronor ſhould = be admitted but with TeſpeCt to their capacities Gracious: 
mgþand Legal-+ he Wicked, that'afre ſcandalous and 'obſtinate in Wicked-' 
7 nels, | Error, Profanity'or Malighancy, hating Toſtrufion, 'and caſting 
orhe Lords Word 'behind them, have not Gods right to it; for unto ſuch 
cclJHe faith, what haft then 10 do to take uþ my Covenant in thy month. Pſal. 50. 
eirhs, 17. Some were legally incapacitate; as the Encmics of Truth and 

HGadlinets,with whom-chey were not to affociate, Exod. 23. 32. Exod. 34. 
antÞt'5- Dent. 7. 2- Fudg. 2. 2. Ezra 4.7. Ezrag. 14 Who is tobe under- 
-1Ftood with this exception, except they were Profelyres and Penitents ſich 
neſs Rehab '," Foſh. 2. It is clear from the Scriptures tho all arc bound to 
-0-$#t, it isto be impoſed upon and tendered to none bur thoſe thar {ſubſcribe 
1eyEo it with choiſe and reſolution, Foſh. 24. 15. 22. None but ſach as are 
ng-fetormed from the DefeQtions and Complyancics of the rime, Neb. 10. 
en-28. None bur ſuch as have knowledge and underſtanding of the Sins 
. 3nd Duties contained in the Covenant- ibid, None but ſuch as cat ſwear 
2w-hand ſubſcribe it according ro theſe qualifications of an Oath, Fer. 4.*2."in 
 befruth in judgement and in rightcoufneſs. | 6 
hel Secondly. The Obligation of this Covenant is ſhewed to be Pre 12+ 
ly-yvery great , not only ext: nfively but - mntenfroely , Verſ, 12. 13. It muſt be 
aſcſyety lacred, inviolable & ftriifimi juris,lince t. It 1s a Covenant and Oath 
aygmuually entered into by 1/rael with the Lord their God, and by the Lord 
areFwith them, vcr: 12: and conſcquently cannor be diflolyed but by conſent 

rot both Parcies. | 71 
5n.f Ir isa grave Geſtion, Can nothing looſe the Obligation of a law- Deſt: 12: 
entFu! Oath >  Anſw: 1. It may be clear enough that thole rhings 
xen&»1ll not, which falſe (wearers pretend 4 and which they that would caſt 
vert the yoke of theſe Covenants do plead fomerimrs ; © As no 
remans temporal loſs or prejudice will make an Oath null, or locſe trom 
-0-She Oblipation of it, ( though we ſwear to our own. hurt , we: mult 
m-Mot change: PjzE 15: 4: nor cho the Oath do engage ro foething in 

Itprs own nature indiffcr-nt (for by an Oath, evenin things Todiflerenc 
g-mecedently,our Souls are bound, Numb: 3: 2: ) nor the extortion of it 
acel by 
def | 


” 
> 
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C14.) 
by fear or violence, if the matter be lawful ; nor the deceit and guile of, 


King or Magiſtrate defendiug Religion and Liberty, not to a Tyrant 


others,if the deceir be circumſtantial anly,as in that oath to the Gebeonitesy: 
Nor ſinful raſhneſs in the-manner, if lawtul inthe matter, as Foſpnohs: 
oath to the Gibeonites. Nor any good meaning or intention 1n' reverſing! 


the oarh(Saulwas puniſhed for breaking that oath with the Gibeonizes many}. 
generations after,tho he did it out of his zeal to the Children of 1/rae1,2 Sam, {| 
21: 2:) Nor tho che Oath be conceived by Creatares (as by the Altar or}. 
Temple, Heaven, &c. Math. 23.20, 22, ) Nor when the thing becomesf 


impoſſible, if chat impoſſibility could have been foreſeen or prevented. 
Nor when the condition is unlawful, it already fulfilled (as Jude's pro- 


milſing a Kid to Thamar) Nor another meaning afterwards deyiied, norf. 


according to the Impolers mind , nor our own at firſt who took it (that's 


bur a {wearing deceizfally Pſal. 24:4;) Nor any other fecret meaning by 
Equivocation, or mental Reſeryation; Nor any Diſpenlation trom Popeſ| 
or King. None of theſe things can make an Oath void, bnt if we havef : 
bound our ſelves,God will require it, tor whoſo deſpiſerh an Oath by 


breaking the Covenant when lo he hath given bis band, he ſhall not eſcape, 


Ezek, 17.18, Ig. God will recompence ir. . Bur (2) Oaths have no force, f 


when the rhing ſworn is ſinful and unlawful in ir felt: Or unlawful to; 
him that ſwearerh : Or ſimply impefſible : Or when the thing ſworn is 
not in our own power, Namb. Jo. 5. Or when there is deceit 1n ir, noe 
in Circumſtantials, but in Eflentials: Or when it hinders a greater good : 
Or when the caſe materially altereth:Or when the party ſworn to relax- 
eth us. In which reſpefs the third Article of the Solemn League and Cove- 
nant did not oblige us to owne the Authoricy of T yrants and Ulurpers 


when reigning over us, becaule in that caſe the obligation was unlawful, 
and there was a deceit in Efſentials, puting in Tyranny for Authority, 
and the caſe materially altered ( we being bound in the Covenant to a 


overturning theſe) and the parcy (worn to had rejaxed us long ago by 
reſcinding the Covenant? Burt none of all thele things can any wa 
encrvate the {acred Obligation of Scetlands Holy Covenants with God 
which fti]] muſt ſtand in inviolabletorce, 

2. The Covenants Obligation muſt be very ſacred and ſtrong, fince it is 
propoſed for {uch gracious ends,&in order to cenſure {uch glorious priviledges, 
ver: 17; which are two or three., ver: 13; reſpeCting the mutual ſtipulation of 

; the Partics contratting (1\That he might eſtabliſh them tbat day for a 
people unto Himſelf, To be eſtabliſhed a people unto the-Lord nor only 
by creation, which is common to all ; or Profeſſion, which is common - 

the 
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4 the Church viſible , but by Covenant engagement to be His and for Hits, :s 
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both the Lords end, and ſhould be ours in publick or. perſonal Covenant- 
ing... And 1t isa very glorious priviledge to be His people in a peculiar 


manner, of whom He will cake particu)ar notice and. inſpe&tion , and 


who haye a;nearer relation ro Him than other people, As likewiſe, it is 
the great duty of. Covenanters to avouch themſelves to be his people, to 
walk in His wayes, keep His ſtatutes, and-hearken to His yoice, Dew: 26: 
IG, 17, 48. which is the comprehenſive ſtipwlation- of all Covenants with 


{ GOD. (2.) Andthat He might be unto them a GOD, not only by univerſal 


Dominion, nor bnly by Redemption, firſt by price, and then by power , bur 
by Covenam, isthe Lords end, our priviledge ( the greatelt of priviledges, 
Honours and Happineſles, in getting hereby all His Diuine Attributes, Ce- 


| venamt- Relations, Mediatory-Offices , and all that He bath purpoſed or pro- 


miled, or Chrift hath purchaſed tor the good of His people, to be ours; ) 
And itis the mutusl(tipulation of both-parties. Fhe Lord for his part un- 
dettakes to be a God unto us, and avouch us to be His people ; And we. 
for our part ſhould promile and engage to be His people, and. avouch 


i Him to be our God, Deut, 26. 16, t7, 18. Oras it is, Zech. i}. wit. He 


will ay, it is my people, and Covenanters will ſay the Lord is my God. (3) 
And that He might confirm not only what He had. ſaid unto them, bur 


-# what He had ſworn unto their Fathers, This is the Lords End in all Co- 


yenants which He ownes with His People, that by two immutable things 
in which it. is impeſlible for God to lic, they may have ſtrong Conſola- 
tion, Heb. 6G: 18: having ſuch ample-ſecurity to repoſe their confidence 
upon : This is the priviledge of his Covenanted People, ro have not only 
the Lords word tor their ſecuriry, but his Oath , confirmed by Cavenant, 
which not only they, bur their Fathers. before them did experience, that 
He did conſtantly keep, verifie and fulfill.. And as here,He undertakes 
to make it good ; ſo they engage todepend upon it, arid to: keep what 
they and their Fathers had ſaid and ſworn in point of Obedience. Now 
in regard of theſe Ends, Priviledges and Stipulations, the Covenant muſt 
have a ſtrit and ſacred obligation as inviolable,as we would defire theſe 
to be inamiſlible, or as we would not come ſhort of being a people unio 
Himſelf , and having Him for our God, as He bath faid:unto us' and 
ſworn unto our Fathers, If the 2wueftion be then. _ What thebet--  - © 
ter ſhall we be of making and keeping a National Covenant > Flere is Wet: 1.Je 
the Anſwer, Hereby ſhall we be cſtabliſhed a people unto-Himlelf, and: 
He ſhall be unto us a Ged, as He hath ſaid and.ſworn, which comprehends: 
all. adyantages imaginable, 

Thirdly, 


- 


, + al WS} 5 © | Te 
iPafea4,15.'* Thirdy, Here not obfcutely is demonſtrated the oXia-J, 
1:2 2. -.. of the Qbligatioti of tits Covenant, in te!pet of the pore 
- tie of it... It is a Covenant oblieging'not.otily the preſent, verſi 14:- brit th ic 

abſent, verſ. 5. - And not only the abſerit in regard of place, but' int bt 
- gard of time. It obliged all the Children ©f4jrae! that were not there #Hþ 

day: Which comprehends nt ofily thole-that were chenliving,” but | 
. ture Generations. The reaſons added do clearly ennught confitnt tHER: 
{ I-: Ihe probable hazard of. Apoftaſic and Pr-iumprion ih breaking,ch}th 

Covenaut was petpewal, verſ. 16, 17, 18, 19 Not only thar Generat igft 

that day which came out of Egypt, and- paſſed by the Nations and {4$Ge 
"their. Abominations/ and their Idols, were in hazard of curning aw 
--fromche Lord; ſerving the- gods of the Narions,b iving among thentþob 
- Root bearing Gall and Worm-wood. who right blets themſelyesWfo: 

their preſumprionof Impunity, norwithſtandingthe threatned curſe, Bis 
mucly mote | in after Generations ',, they that never dwelr in rh#9 

Land. of Egypt (and never faw the plagues -puniſhii 's thar Lands wicke$M 
,\nefs) but afterward might ſee rhe abominations and the Daungy-704s (as $iÞ 

is in'the Hebrew of other Nations, were in bazard of that dete&ion ac@h: 

preſumption, when the Covenant might be worn antiquared,out of dan 
and mind,which might encourage them (much more than at that rirſl 
when it was 1n every Bodies mouth and memory) to ſay ifhulthave'pea{Þel 
: #0 I walk. in the imagination of mine-beart, ' 2. The threarned puniſhment 
of the breach of this Covenant was . perpetual. The Lordsanger nd jepce 

Jouſie ſhall ſmokagainſt*Covenant- breakers, all the Curies written ſhall 15 

vpon them, their names ſhall be blotted one from under Heayen, veer 

20. He ſhall ſeparate them) unto evil. verf. 21, Not. only in that ae 

wherein the Covenant was Renewed, but the Generation to come al 

their Children'thar (Fould, rife up after them, ſhall obſerve che, panifhÞt” 
ment of the Poſterity, 'when they ſhall have forlaken the Coveni tit aÞo! 
the Lord God of rheir Fathers,” and the Lord ſhalt have rooted then 
out of ch<ir Land for the ſame, verſ. 22, to 28. which was not accompliſi 
ſhed rill many Centuries afrerwards. os "© 
| : * Quer.- If th: Obligation of National Covenants, where the mr3tter 14 
* Ruefie 14+ lawful , be perpetyeal ' and binding won Poſterity ?F Anſw. If angu 
Engagements «af be {upvoſed bindingto Poſterity, - certainly Nationafot! 
\ Covenants to keep the Commandments of Ged, and to adhere to bis inÞr 

ſtirutions, muſt be of rhar nature. Ic caanot be denyed rhar ſeveral 1 

bligationsdo bind Poſterity. Publick” Promiſes, with annexarion of curfei 

to the breakers, make the Poſtcriry obnoxious, as well asthoſe —_ be 
onal 


nn anxtak 
TED Hel gr Betbelite inthe 
| als Grin do bind-Poſter riy,;: Jocehe: Vow: Ga arab 
" Mblige-all. bis poſterity, vittually com in him 'Heſ!-425: 
tHYReckabitts found: Greadghncaebligntze crye.thcrV onthe: 
hither. ther Jonadahy. Zr." Girls: \Pyblick Ooth+ do-oblipe. 3*Jaſedb 
t ightook an:Oach of a Childewos Iſrael(ocatry up his' E Moeeto Wann to Cannan, - 
{24G ww 25> which Yid-oblige the poſtericy ſome hundredsof years after, 
wa rae 19. Joſhe 24- ar National Govenamr: with: Men, before God;: do 
ntjob pli Covenant-:with -the Gibeqnites,” Foſs. 
es io _ _ gin many Ayes-after, the polteriry paged, 3 12 
BifGe Zrdekiab*s Covenant. with: Abbck Ezeh,"17. 18, 
t gs Eipecialiy Nationa} Coyctanis with:God before. Men, about things 
ceMoral; Objediively obliging, are Perperval, Fer. 50. 5-' And yer more 
as, ipecially (as Grotizs obſerves) when they are of an Hereditary natute, 
atFbat is, when the ſubject i permanentgthe-marter. Moral,the'end Good, 
dapnd in the torm of them there 'is a Clauſe:expretling their perperaity 
ir \11 which Ingredients of perpetual Obligations areleat in Scotlande 4 
- renants; Which are National: Promiſes, adjuring all the 'Metmbers' of 
FÞe $cortiſh Church,under a Gurle topreſerve and promote Reformation, 
bn according to the Word of God, and to cxtirpate what is'in Dodtine, 
IyWorſhip, Diſcipline or Government oppoſite thereto:: National Vowes, 
ve devoting the then engaging and. ſucceeding Generations to be the. Lords 
agþcople, and to walk in His wayes: National 0atbs; ſolemnly ſworn by 
e ol Ranks, with hands lifted up to the Moſt High GOD, never toadmir 
Wt Innovations, or ſubmirto-Ulſur —_ contradiQory to the Word of 
©: National Covenants whereinthe King, Parliament, and People did 
cai-ovenant with each other, to perform their repeCive :duries,” in their 
plieveral.places and ftarions, 'inviolably to ry. Religion and'Liberty: 
{ca National Lawes, ſolemnly ratified by King and” ariiwens and 
r Fpade the foundation of the Peoples Compal the King at his Inau- 
1Wuration: And Finally, they are National Covenants with. God as party 
na ontraQting, tokeep and do the 'Words of His Covenant. The ſubje# 
ihÞr parties contrafting are permanent, aslong therefore as Scotland is Scot- 
Nerd, and God'is Unchangeable, who barhrgiven-His revealed 'Will for 
#elic Rule of Mans Obedicnce, Scotlends Fs ne in-Doftrine, Wor- 
er Lip, 


il 


So | Us FTE 
ip, Diſcipline and: Govethment, muſt be endeavoured tobe preſerved 
-Spaconforauty to iti The; Mater of thenvis ravrall 'comenning norhingk 
but what-is antecedemtly/and! ctertidlly biading,: atbeir| there had-nevaſd 
been'a formal Coyenant; The Ex4rof thera perperually good; ro:winſe 
For -defenee m—_ Religion, \ ar it was 'then' reformed, and is expreſſed in vii 
Confuſion of Faith, and which bad been for many years; with « bleſſing from Heaven 
preached and profeſſed in this Kirk and Kingdom, as Gods uadoubted Trutb;groundpl 
ed only pon His zorinen Word. And for mainaining the:Kinge Mxjoſtie bis Pole 
"fon and Eftate 8c. Having before) our eyet the Glory of God, and: the 'aduaniihn: 
vent of the Kingdom of our Lord Feſus Ghrifty the binour and happineſs. of »lſ 
| o_ Mijefty, end bis Pofterity,” and the true publick, Liberty, Safety and Pealj'? 
of the Kingdoms, wherein evzry ones private condition is included. .: Atid in this 
þ >= hoy of them, there are Chuſes expreſſing their, perpetuity : AP! 
-in that Article of the National Covenant,. ſublcribed mes) > her uſty: 
. theſe words, Being conuinced in owr minds, and confeſſing with our mouths, thi ar 
#be- preſent and ſucceeding Generations inthis Land, are bound to keep the foreſalfft 
National Oath and Subſcription inviolable. In the Solemm League theſc, Art. (th 
That we and our poſterity after us may as bretheren live in Faith and Love, and t.« 
_ Lord may delight to dwell in the midjft of us. Art. 5, We ſhall endeavour that this 
. "way remain conjoined in a firm Peace and Union, to all pſieriy $ 
a RR IV.. Next, {rom ver. 16. to 20. This faithful Watch-miſar 
 Perſ.16.17- warns, thar, andall Generations, of the danger of breach 
Covenant. . Shewing, Firf, The InduQives to this ſin, expoſing peopfN: 
cothe danger of ir, and involving them in the guilt ot it, before he ladc 
before them what ſhall be the puniſhment of it. y 
 * -If irbe enquired then , What ' are the chief Temptatiahto 
Deſt. 15, inducing to this fin of Covenant-breaking * Here it is Anſwered, Bi 
's 


Dwclling among , and converſe with a People of a falſe Religion, 

: ye know bow ye have dwelt in the Land of Egypt.---- and ye have ſeen thetr abc 
nations 8c. (as it is noted in a Parentbefis, v, 1G, 17. ) This induces: boS 
Perſons, Families and Tribes, verſ 18. (and in thisorder, firſt Perſogſje: 

then Families, then Tribes) ro ſymbolize with them in perjury, Peofffor 

_ axe more readily ſeduced to fin, by the perverſe example of theſe thIn 

live among, than they can be induced to abide in duty, by the beſt {Pr 

- RruRions of thoſe that watch over them. No wonder that a peogfss 

dwelling among Infidels, be in hazard of ſeduQion,when a few Infidgar 

tollerated ro dwell among the Lords people , will readily ſeduce th 
therefore is that commang given, Exod. 23. alt. They ſhal not dwel'in thy laifav 
left they makg thee fin againſt me. The cxam ple of the Popiſh, Prelatical all - 


inglloligneart faction in Britain atid bond: the ſuffering them nor'only t6' 
vaſdwell, ! bur to'creep into places of Porer and Truſt in Seerland, alterthey* 
iohwcre oncein 2 good'me: ot oirmarme cſpectally,in proces of time,” 
 iithe ſtupid ſubmiſſion'to theReſticurion of their Government of Chureh 
and State, and to the its apr of their wicked Eſtabliſhniencs; 
abjured by Coyenant, and tothe-impoſttion bf wicked Laws contrary 
Paſo the Covenant . id gradrally induce, -firft parti of Os among. 
ibes d Provinces, ts 

LI 7 3 } 27 Ft 


#07; chen whole Families, after char Tribes: Pariſhes 


* his dreadfulſin of Coyenant-breaking, +9619 IH FAME OFT TO 9300 
ea 2. Heart defeftion, The bears turning away from the Lord,ver. 18. Verſc 18. 
eliÞs rhe firſt ſtep to external defeion,Jin Profeffion; Praftiſeor : © 


- APcinciple, fromthe Covenant of God, The back ſlider in Heart fool be filled 
ads Cnriry Makers Min draw back,the Lord will bevene Pleaſure in bin 
thiand ther he 5 Plagued with Hardneſs of Heatr; and Blindnes (of niind; 
oſalſo rpti_ ripen ſtns againſt the Covenant of God,yor for ſecing nor ſeating 
:. Ithe curſe of it, The Lords People in Scotland; turned: firſt away from the 
d tBLord'in Heatt, fe} from their firft Love. Livelineſs,Tende nels,Sinceticy 
: rand Feryor in Heart Religion , and chen tliey could-not but be'a Prey 
Fo the teniatrions of the rime, he wicked Examples and Laws; drawing 
miſand driving to Covenant breaking, 5 ff (IG 
ch& 3- Inclinationsto Idolatry of any fort, To ge and ſerve the gods of theſe 
-optNations. ver, 18.: Idolatry is a'breach of Covenant, and inclination to it 
e ldocseaſily-infnarc in-the guilt ofit. - Where a man-begins once whoriſh- 
ly to lopk after idols of any kind 4 he is readily v mf 0p a fling 
ztigfotlow' his look. Not'only is tt dolatry'to' worſhip Wood and Stone, 
d, PHvet and Gold,” but'to give Gods due to any - other Obje&*(contrair 
, Fro the If: Command;)) - And to worſhip Him any other way then he hath 
boſgeommanded (contrair to the 2d: Command;) There are many. beart idols, as 
boSelf.cheiYorld,&c,Covetouſniſr being FO ere any ani of 
ſogſzealouſie, as when any wicked Intereſt and Come 1s \{Et up, -1n competiri- 
coffon with," and oppoſition to, and complied with inprejudice of Chriſts 
hFElIntereſt and Cauſe, Thus m'this Land, the Eftabliſhmenr of Eraftianfime, 
{t I Prelacy, Supremacy, and Abſohate Power, aſcribing to Kings of Clay, what 
coffts the incommunicablePrerogative of the Prince of the Kings of the eatth, 
fidgand Peoples love of the World, ſelf peace, eaſe. liberty, 8c; Incomplyance with 
hegtrheſe Tarereſts, have been the Taols of theſe Nations: And their heart trirning 
lagfaway from'the Lord to theſe, have led'them to 'forfake the Covenant. 
la” © 4- Herevpon follows the root that broreth Gall 'arnd-Worm-wood, ver. 18, 
algFhich is a bribed,blinded, or {carcd ny TI as an evil beart of unbelief 


nity Conlience, ai PI peacear,. 

diftats are Goll and Worm-wood,,. Pe nes Ercor, it; NEE 
Nl es, anabns ly chedcee iy 
16 proof 4 wholly, 

neſs of —_ er the energy 6f ſl SE a Hor — yy 


ehid. Thighath been; the fourth” 1 
Scotland; when firſt rhe, Tencation.w E_ | of vince il; : 
&:jralouſic aboye mentioned ; rand TEEN 
ply; at:Renounce the Coyenant?.. cople fel ion gp 
'peceſi-and Credir ;; and then wh eto x20, þ = % 
6 Conlarrace: was loon led 4 a Ee 
cllly concluſion;;and.then preg ps on _ 10 a 
laufible Argamanty,ond after vows al veaky inquiry £0 get ſuites, excuſes anc 
Elec or; their;complyanccs, aud. to tate/pernjcious PTIgC! 
tche Magiſtrates/power” in WO re by Nouer 10, : org 
- Obligation of Coyenants, and the Rd rea: of fore @ of Ch : 
N——— and the ſmalnels of ſuch .points. to be heads of prod 
ro juſtifie their breach of Coyenant. Theſe ropey-have brought forth "+ | 
bitter fruits of ;ga/land wenn, thar hare, brought this Land. anda 
pay ne ED mpdony be 'bleffiog hirmſelt and fa 
cure ſelf-flattering pre u ble imfc 6: 
Verſe Ig. x For have peace, tho-T walkin apap ation fy das &s. ying IC 
This isthe higheſt ftep of preparatives to, and the -heinouſeſt aggrava, 
tion of the fin of perjury, and the bicereſt truitchat growes from therog 
of Apoftaey from God, including many. ingredicnts of the unpardonabl 
fin,trampling upon Light, the prefumer being ſppoſed 10 bear the words 
of this cxrſe, and to#uſh;at all chreatnings, blethog himſelt in his delibers 
finning with delight , not only ſeewrely,' but ſelf zilledly, and reſolutely 
proceeding from evil to worle promiſing to himſelf. peece., not on] 
outward, purchaſed by reſolyed perjury, but inward, in.the ſleep of 2 
feared conſcience. A man ſofar lett. of God, i cannot wit the nin 
-onsto Coyenant-breaking z-- No bonds can reſirain_his running h 
long down-the precipice to deſtrution. Yet the full amount of all thi 
. preſumption, hath been-yery: frequent in this apoſtatizing Generation kg 


he frongt.of whoſe perjury and perfidy, incomplying with the wk 
framed} 
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on 28:41 
©13.'5- he Lord wil EE. | 
I fr againſt falſe  ſwearers Fe the curſes that are writ 

" kball Lie upon bim. All Gurlc; Neb. 10: 29. 
< Curic w_ ras pada lome e WAP SUE eos the Curſe. of the Law, 
rying 9 Procuring .066.M a Ros ' 

Spriegal nd Eternal. 
Cubits, and the breadth thereof ter Gel 
ny an 9 roll of ET 
lakes 26, 15. to. A elaſc, Tcrrars,Coriſumptic 
is prevailing, \Lyraucs Icignt 72 

Lar d beaſts devouring, 45 66 Sword, Pc 
| ine, Dain Finely and /piaingaway in volen3th &c.. 748) 
it Snother, may. Cybus long and broad. . Dents' 28. from. 15, to t wa ; 
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Weke what Tacks be throne againſt the Men tha rranſyrcſs Hi 
Corenane, i PINOY el ye teri ſono the Ba of their}: 
Encmics, and 'into the hand'6f: chem that! jeck their” Life, *'Exik 17.5: 
15, 18, "tg. Shall be proer > Jhall be ofcaps} hull brbreak the Covenanr, and]. 
be delivered? ſeing be deſpiſed tht Oath,” by breaking the 'Covenans,, when' to; bel 
had given bis hand? be ſhall nit os ; At Tlive; 1 will vecompenee it «pon bif 
own bead. "4: And whe Loritfh 1 Bll one 'nante from under Heaven,” Men © 
think ro.clcape by Iniquity,' arid to purchaſt;-fomeatithes; noconly caſe}! 
and reft, bur cftccin and renown," by perfidiobsand perjurious time-ſcrvgl 
ing. And the greateſt Complyers, "who kept rHcir houles; - when others 
for adhcring ro the Covenant of God, loſt ot leftthierm have thoug 

Gat rhcir houſes ſhall contintie f bonus Bone erp re Ml £ 
Names (P/zt.49.'t 1. Bui tit 'of God 1a bent ir name hall bel 
blotte 0 oF nnks 5 CYB 19 Their Fentwiembravice Walt periſh | 
and th ſhall bave no nami in tht frei; Job, "20.7. He ſhall periſh For - lh 
bis awn dung they which have ſeen bin, (þ I dy, where is he? Job, 27; ult; 
Men ſhall claptheir hands at bim, and jhall bift bin ont of bis place. Pfal. 37; 
$5- 36. Thofor CO may he graat 19 power, and'{pread himſelf? 
1Ke a green bay tree, yet he'thall piſs ay; "arid Ahall nat be'found:y: 


\Y 


4.jþ 


Pſal. 52. 5, 6, 7. He ſhall be plucks out of bir dwelling place, iidronet wit of 


the Land of the Living. | The righteous alſe ſhall ſee and fear, and ſhall laugh as( . 
bim, Lothis is the Man tbat mide not God bus frength, but trated in the abjund 
dance. of his riebes, und ftrengthned bimfelf in bis wickedaeſr, Prov. 109. "The 
namic of the wicked ſhalt rot.” Prov. 13, 9. The lamp of the wicked Youll'be Put out! 

_ __ . when the light of "the Ratitebns tral 'rejoiee."5,* And rhe 
Vaſe 21. 1:4 ſhall ſeparate bim unto evil, 'ont of all the tribes of Iſrael, accord: 
ing to all the Curſes of the Govenant, that are written in this book of the Eaw.' yer: 

' 21. Tho all Sinners are obnoxious, yer in amore ſpecial manner; a 
Covenant-braker, ſhalf be ſeparate, or ſingled our to examplifie the Loi 
Indignation and 'Jealoufic. - He ſhall;parcicu}arly be the Burt'of His'ven 
geance, . Many cvils ſhall befathim, eſcape whowill, Dee. 3 t."t5, act} © 
cording to all the Curſes of the Covenant; Temporal, Spiritual and El 

ternal. He ſhall bea prey toall theevils cf fin, given up'toall the eyili 

of rrouble, and deyated, a5 a Faggot,”for Hells fixe, for ever. © 

© Steondly, National ru Ire: is thredtned' with"afonifhing Nattondll ' 

judgements,from verſ. 22.10 28.Wherein,the obſcryablene(s and aftoriſhing 
greatneſs of them; is not only*threatr;ed, but prediQed {compare Dent. 3 
16, 17, &c- with the event) and deſcribed.” Shewing,' 1. The" Obſery \ 

* yers, 2+ The'thing obſcrycd, cor the {occaſion of CC 4 
os b .. ' Thet 
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> Aargierugch, their obleryations + Their Added 


to - ; The [1 Qblery 1151:0% DD: HT 2 GIS: 510 t Ind niory dt nm oa ener hf 

ith: The enofabe Lords Jadgemens ngonchs Nation Vaſ. 22 

pol of thinks Ar, venatits with uf we. 
om fend, aperean 


bi Yea; cven all. Nations, werſe 24+ Th Juſlc of. G 
;| tional. breach. of,Coyenant,, will be x7 naintca 
all Men may. know: and.muſt acknowledge) irs; :;N 

aſe#.will be ied wh h-bortpr;. and. rivers.of Fears millron, do 

yall eyes, and they will-wifh; hens -WETE. omnaing of- rs, .atth 
ers of the fin' procuring,; and; ment puniſhing : Nor only £ 

- eacbers hat won the 1 ole: theſe t ou ofthe obſerve 
they come caps Jet. 5-19. To whom:'t 


41. come of thrir: Childnis,: and the Syrunger 
F 
cn 


T3 | that chey may declare, for | YE Ch os 
"A re MY that 4 is rl forſaking the EL oy yenant, I 
high 12, 13-; Fer. 16. $0, 11. Nor Covenane bbre FAVES, FAG 
1 in that day, when many evils and troubles bet: Wi Rf hele are 
i not theſe evils come upon 1#, becauſe our God is not _—_ = ut. 317 17. 


{ And will be forced to acknowledge rhat the Lord is 1 Brien 2 Cbrok. 
12. 5, 6. Bur it ſhall be obſerved and acknowledged by: che Generation 
a#f tocome, andby Strangers, and all Nations abour; 2 Chron..7, 19. &c. 
al Jer- 22. B, 9, Yea by Adverſarics, | imployed ike Inſtruments of theſe 
Tot puniſhments, - -Lev. 26. J2, I will bring the Land to deſolation, and - your. ene- 
The mies which dwell therein, ſhall be aftoniſhed at it. Jer. 40- 2, Nebuzaradanghe 
0 Chick Captain of the Guard, ſaid rothe Propher;. The Lord thy God hath pro- 
bel aouneet this evil upon #his place, now the Lord bath brought it, and done aecording 
"44 « He hath ſaid, becauſe ye have finned againft the Lord, and bave not obeyed bis 
apſ'} voice, therefore his thing is come upon you« er. 5O- 7, All that found themhave 
ell devoured them, and their Adverſaries ſaid, we offend not heeauſe they have ſmned 
againſt the Lord the habitation of juftice,gven the Lord, the | bope of their fathers. 
: Ie may. be a Queſtion, Why is the puniſhment of National breach Deeſt Th 
acl} of Covenant ſo publick, that. it is obſerved of Poſterity, and Strangers ? 
{. aſ:1.Tovindicate the oy # of God, which would be very much obſcu- 
# red and wronged, inthe fight of the Nations, if the puniſhment were 
4 not as publick as the {in,which was obſerved by them; And to yindicate 
vagll true Religion, :from-rhe | IPargncn of allowing perjury , hateful coall 
bi Nations |: To proportion the puniſhment with rhe: ſin, in Juſtice, Fere 
FE Ezek; 16:.59: the delpiling the Oath of Ged, and breaking His 
fri Coycnant was public and National , and therefore muſt be puniſhed 
one yy with. 
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n&plapucs are Hexethreats ' "for this LarAfir 

Fo of Coven ; AddLand -fickneſles of al): ya) Moratand Phylil * 
cal, evenall mikhtibned Lev. 26. and Det. 28. The plagut of rhe Sword © 
of Tranvizing Rilersor inwading Enetnjes, or oppretting Robbets'or : 
ebells,-the plague of Famine, Dearth or Povercy, the plague ot Peſt - 
tee or infeting contagious Diſcaſſes and Sicknefles on Peoples Catcalty 
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or Spirits, or on the 'managements and Adminiſtrations of publick? It 
5s, tmakitig a Sick and Diſturbed Church and Stare. © Whencee6me 
all 1 ehcke Diſtempers > Whence have flowed all theſe Grievances;/unde 
which Scotland nath groaned theſe 40 years? The bel? grounded An 
ſwer is onl) this, Becauſe we bave ſoreſaken the Covenant of the Lord'God'of o 
fathers; We have ſeen mary 'of theſe plagues and ficknelſeyalready,” w 
Verſe 23. may ſee yer more, if welive.” 2. 4nd that the whole Iznd there- 
of is brimſtone and ſalt, and burning,and that it is not ſown, nor beareth, 
'nor any faſs growtth therein, like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrbah, Atmab, 
and-Zeboim, which the Lord twertbrew in bls anger, and 'in His wrath, ver: 28: 
-Here is 'threathed” (tho not peretriptorly predicted 4s the reſt is J'the 
rotal and fioal deſolation of the Land of liracl," if they ſhowld forfake the 
Covenant of the Lord God of their fathers, which is compared ad terre- 
Fen. Or ad equivalentiam, to the overthrow of the Cities: of the plain.” The 
Lord doth nor alwayes ad lreram fulfill this threatning ;-but here ſhews, 
what every Land, Eten and 'perſiſting' in breach of: 'Govenanc, may 
: F wp Sf that any Lind guilty of 
'Sodomis (ins, ſhould be 1yable to its Judgemenis, 'If we compare TA) 


ſens, and bicaches @f Covenant, with the ſing of theſe Ciries; we'ſhal find [3 
no 26 p< 
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A conic of thele abominations here' waning | which brought down ji 
engeanoeon the Cicies of the plain ; In Gm: Ig: ckep: Wethiad their pu 
F were chiefly the breaches of- the ſeventh Conmentt; . And in Egety 166 49. 
oF theſe were their Iniquines, Prideg firdneſs of Bread, ebundomesf Lim ſr eh. 
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ther did fre flrengeben #ho band of the pror andneedy,- and they were h; "and 
Gf Oenminted: hommnarion, cereftr the Lord tk cheep away: He flew <v he 

18 no Nation under Heaven theſe fins haye a-louder Cry-for Vengeance; 
off than'in Scotland, which declatestheſe ſins and'many more that Sodry was 
neyer in capacity to' commit, without ſhame arfear as Sodom, and hides. 
4 them not, Iſe, 3- 9. WhoſcRulers, of a longtime; have becn' Rikers of 

| Sodom, and whoſe people have been People of Gomorrah, Ifa. 1. 10 Yea, 
| we are lyable tothe Lords Upbraidings-more than Sodom, Math. 11; 23. 
” | 24. Por if the mighty works which have been done in Secorlan#” had 
"IF Leen done in Sodom, itwould haye remained until this day , therelore it 


74 may be feared it ſhalt be more tollerable' for the:land of Sedom , in the 
4Þ ay of jidgernent, then for Sarlarnd, And from what of this threatned 
4 curſe of the Covenant we have ſeen accompliſhed in any meaſure, we 


J may have grouud to fear what further ſhall be ſeen in future fulfil- 
ments of it, if repentance donor prevent it. We have ſeen parts of the 
IR Land, ſometime fruirful; and well inhabited, and'many Families for- 
© | merly well provided, in our day laid deſolate, neither ſown nor reaped: 
4 Wehave ſeen ſome Cities almoſt burnt to aſhes, we have (cen great Po- 
andy verry and Sterility in the Land. Whar is the Cayſe2 Even this, becauſe 
WY ve have forfaken the Covenaut of the Lord God of onr fathers. Iſa; 24.5, 6. The 
on earth bath been defiled under the inhabitants thereof, beeauſe they have tranſgreſſed 
©} the Laws, changed the Ordinance, brokgn the evarlaſting Govenamt, therefore bath. 
| the Curſe devonred the earth. | 
From all this here threatned as the conſequent puniſhment Queft. 18. 
of National breach of Covenant, we may further inquire;}Yhae 
'S may this Nation, or any other guilty of the like Perjury, fear or expel in juſtice, in 
the day He viſits ws? Beſides the Text, we' may gather, in cumulo, thele 
Curſes ofthe Covenant, [1] Terrors and tormenting panick diſtracting 
ny Fears, the hag of guilty Conſciences, Lev: 26. 16. Cauſing to flee when 
none purſues, v. 19.36. Dex. 28.67. Felt in part already,in many ſhameful 
: 20 yccldingsflizbts,and diſcomficurs [2]Morral & conragiousdiftempers of 
44 body, confumptions,burning-agues,Levis. 26. 16. Peſtilence v. 25 Inflam- 
$ nations, Dent. 23,21; 22, Plagues, v. 27, 35, 59, Gi, Thegreat mor- 
of tity now very ordinary in the Land, is the fruit of breach of Covenant. 
od) C37 Enemies Depradations,Depopulations and Deyaſtations, caring up 
J the ſeed, Lev. 26, 16, Slaying and _— v. 17. A Sword to avenge | 
, the . 


a 


. written on all ourprojeds, for which we arc. a ſcorn-and derifion to alli 


this ſhall be the queſtion of the Nations, it will be cafie to anſwer it. It 


periſheth, Jer. 9. 12,43, The moſt guilty may alleage the. more inno- 


(-20-) - 
the guarrel ofthe Covenant, v.25: Dent. 28; 25, J4, 49, 52. Joſr. 7-12; - 
15. Her 15. 2, Fer. 34-18, 20. Who can tell bur the Sword, now drawn 
in. Brittain and Ireland, may avenge the quarrel of His broken Coyenant. 
£43 Tyrants domination, Levis. 26.17. Dent. 28. 43, 48. Our long op. 
preſſion under the two preceeding_ T'yrants,hath been the deſerved puniſhz 
ment of our:breach of Covenant: [5] Barrenneſs and unfruicfulneſs o 
the ground, Levit: 26. 19, 20. Demt. 28. 23, 24+ 1/424. [6] Wild beaſt 
deyouring, Lev. 26. 22. ler...15. J: The Lord can ſend theſe alſo, or 
men as bad as beaſts. [7Þ Famine, Levis. 26:26, 29. Dent, 23. 53,. 57s 
Ter. 15. 2. Many poor people have felt ſomewhat. of this, -it is ealy with 
the Lord to reach the rich alſowhenhe will. [8] Deſolation of Cities and 
San&Ruaries, Lev. 26, JI, J2,- 34 2: King. I7. 15. IS. iſa. 24; 6G. We 
hayc long languiſhed under Sanctuary-deſolations, the other may fol- 
low, [9] Exileand'{lavery, Lev: 26: 33, 38: Dent: 28: 25, 35, 37, 64, 68; 
This hach been in part literally accempliſhed , in the deportation c 
many to Americe, more may be coming.. [10], A curſe and vexatior tt 
and upon all enjoyments and employments, Dew: 28: 15, 20: 2 Chron; 
24: 20: Since ever we forſook the Lord, nothing hath proſpered with u 
C11] Infatuation, Dewt: 28: 28:. Dos Deos vult perdere dementat,hath been] 
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Nations about us. [12] Defertion from God, and hiding of His face; 
Det: 31:17: Fer 15: 1: Viſthly ſeen in Ordinances and Providences, the 
fruic of our forſaking His Covenant. In a word, many troubles, Dexe; 
Z1: 47: All evills, even to utter deſtruQtion, Joſh: 23: 15, 16, For all 
which, our hearts may meditate Terror. 

\ 2. Their Enquiry or Queſtion, upon their obſeryarion of 
Ferſ- 24+ « the tremendous puniſhment of this ſin, is, IPherefore hath the F, 
Breſt. 1g; Lord done thus unto this Land? What meaneth the heat of this greatly q, 
S anger> This is frequently predicted ro. be che Queſtion of ſpeAa- I 
tors, that ſhall obferve the National Puniſhment of National Crying 
{ins: As in the caleof the Temples deſolation for Temple polluting ſins, 
I Kings 9. I, O. 2: Chron. 7. 21, 22. The like allo, fer. 22.8, 9. When 


15 not {o at the beginning of the Lords contendings, when ir is-only the 
gueſtion of the Apoſtatizing Generation it ſelf , Then only the faithful} . 

atch-men, inſtcyted of God, will anſwer x ſuitably, Fer. 5. Ig. Ferif je 
IO. 10. Ic isnot eaſe to find the wiſe man that may mnderſftand this, and to 
whom, the mouth of the Lard bath ſpsken, that he may declare it for what the Land 


cent, 
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124 &nt,tobethe cauſcsof the-Lands trouble,ay 4hab faidto Elijah, x Ring. 1% 
wUl 17,18. Andeyen the Prophets nordiſcoyering/the:Lands iniquity, may ſee 
falſe burdens and cauſes of baniſhimens, Lam, 2:"14.\Howeyer,it will be no mil- : 
?Þ'I take to pitch upon ſeveral cauſes of wratlrapainſt Seozland,cvenany;or all : 
8 that cyer bronght down Vengeance upon any Generation of wrath recor- 
ded inthe Scripturs,or in any Hiſtory;ſuch as,Profanity of all ſorts, Hypecri. 
(e,Idolatry, Adultery ,Treachiry, Pride,Blood and Oppreſſion,Contempt of the Goſpel 
&c. and theſe attended with the greateſt aggravations. With theſe indee 
the Land hath been troubled; polluted,and for the ſame is yet periſhing : 
"nl Bur chiefly, that which hath incenſed the anger of rhe Lord to all this 
i heat, hath: been, and remains to be, Breach of Covenant. And all theſc 
Ve abominations, not-ſimply becauſe Breaches'of the Law of God,burt as un- 
olY ger this ſpecial aggravacion, that they haye' been, and are Breaches 
3dY Covenant. ' As isevident from, 'Q | 
| 4+ The ready Anſwer here given, Becauſe they have forſaken Verſ. 25. 
ny tbe Covenant of the Lord God of #heir fathers, which he made with _ 
'O' them, when he brought them forth out of tbe Land of Fgyps, ver. 25. This An- 
us ſwer ſhall be cxtorted from Men, all Men, that are Men of any confide- 
Ny ration, Prophets, Jer. 5. 19." Fer. 9; 13 Fer. 15. 10. Covenant: breakers them- 
allf ſelves, Dew. 31. 17. Stra ers, 2 Chron. 7. 21, 22. Fer. 22. 8, , Ic ic 
CF be enquired then, wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto Scotland > 
hell What mcaneth the heat of all this-great anger, in which it hath been 
1 conſuming now theſe 40 years,and yer not conſumed? "The Anſwer muſt 
all be, We have forſaken the Covenant&ec. It appears hence.that breach of 
Covenant is a great fin, and cauſe of wrath. And 'is further confirmed 
ol from many Threatnings of wrath for it, Levit,'26, 25. Dent, JI. 1G, 17. 
el 76. 23-15, 1G: 2 Chron. 7, 21, 22. Jer. 22- 8, 9. From fad and ſtupen- 
at dous executions of theſe Threatnings; «Foſh. 7. 11, 15. 2 Kings 17. I 5: &c. 
3-8 Ia: 24.5, 6: And from the confeſhions and complaints of it, 1 King: 19, 
"Sf 10: Neh: 9: Dan: g: It may be alſoobſerved from hence, that no fin is 
tf more aggravated than breach of Covenant, as appears from theſe words, 
CF to ver. laſt ; wherein this Anſwer of the-Nations. 1. Aggravartes this ſin in 
Ic general, v, 25. 2, Specifies the particular kind of it, v: 26. J. Juſtifics 
kf the pimiſhment of ir, v. 27, 28, : | 
ulf -- 1 Here is aggravated the heinouſneſs of breach of Covenant, in a con- 
*r4 texcure of words that ſhews forth its hatetulneſs. There are leveral degrees 
”"h of this fin, — is the worſt. Dara RESET S. F 
> uer? How may a Nation be guilty of off Odvenant ? Anſ> 
of Reſt: 29 Not onl y (1) by rhoſareing any of the Articles of it, as 


UN bere, by ſerving other gods, ver: 26 ; putting forth the hand to any ac- 
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ourſed thing, which, tho it. was:the:perional ſin of Achan only, 'yer the 
Pap nga, ore pres ne Yoſr 7:14, 15: elpecially wher 
iris diſcovered, cd ymeddoined econ. mimafind fied againſt, nor mourned 
over. But(a) by -raſhnels or-falſhoad in making it, Hoſe 20: 4: ſweering 
fallyun making a'Covenam, when:it isnot taken intruch, righteouſneſs and 
jud at, when only. in-Hypocritcal flatterte, without right and ſteds- 
faft heares it is engabed-ineo, 'Pſat 78.36, 37. (3Z)-By forgetfulneſs, Deut' 
f-uc- Take beed unto your ſeives teſt ye forget #he Covenant of the: Lord your Got 
rgetting is.a ſtep towards: forſaking. Pſak 44: 17: The perpetual Cos 
venant ſhould not be forgorren, 'Fer: 50t 5. 1(4) By feeking fhifts ro: cx 
lade it,;and. Arguments todetend the breach. of ir, Prov: 20: 25: (5) 'By 
deſpiling and undervaluing the!Bond of ic,;Ezek: 1G: 59: Ezek; 17: 16,19 
(6) By .deftQion:to thermnquutritsabjuredyn it, | Ferem: 11: 10, By 
changing the inſtirurions ſworn to be maintained, :1ſaiab 24: 5: 
the State Government, without:conſniting Divine direfions and boundaries 
Hof: 8: 1, 4- Qr the-Church Goyeramear,:wichour eſpe to the Patrer 
ot theirevcaled.will of Ghrift, 2 Chran, 13. 9,40; 41. (8) By diſowning 
it, and dowurigindenymg:the, obligation of :ir, Dan: 114: Zo. (g) By 
ſtating an-oppoktion to it}andiperſecaning them-rhar adhere to it, 1 Kin 
I9, 10. Nar.'1t.” 30. Fic ,twolaft are properly: forſaking the: Covenan 
which is more then{break ing it, ( bere may be gathered »the 
Omneft. 'V'1. anſwer tothis: Ruff. HHhat ere vbe Aggrovaticns of this ifin 2 
| 'T his. Forſakgag, implying willing apd wilta) deliberation 
reſolution, :andprefunpoiorr in avowming the-breabhrof.it, . This4s a great 
length in perjary,/yet:fhort of the-amaunt af 'Scotlonds 'noparaileled Ef- 
frontery in enafting rhetpreach of.ir;makimngthexenunciacion of it aqua 
lification of perſons capable of pablift [Frutt., burning ft: bythe hand 
of the:Dangman.,and making thc owning-of it Crimioal. Again, here 
is a forſaking of the Covenant, wiveh,as iranchides: a iforſeking.of the Com: 
mandtments of God, »wrhiichhath-abrand-of a hateful heinoutneſs, 1:Kin: 18 
IS; 2 Chron: 12: I, 5: Ezra 9: 10: Fer:g:13, So; it imports and inferrs a 
greater aggravation, to forfake a Covenant of ſolong landing, a perpc 
tual Covenant, Fer: 50: 5. A Covenant ſo holy, Dan: 11::30, A Covenant 
ſo ſolemnly engaged into , Fer: 34: 18: ſotrequently renewed,and undet 
ſach tanCtions, certifications, adjurationsand curſes, in this chapt. Foſh: 24 
and Fer: x1: 2, 3. Further, it is a forſaking of the-Covenant of the Lor! 
God. Tho it were but a mans Covenant, yet it could not be forſaket 
withour the-baſeſt of crreacherie, muchi\more to forſake Gods Covenaiit, 
which is to forſake Himſelf, a dreadful fin; fo much aggravated it 
Scripture, Deut, Zi. IG. Deut.. 32, 15. Joſh. 24. 19, 20. Judg. 10. 1 
2 Chron 
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of 2 Chron. 24. 20. 1c: 1:4: fer. 2.19, 11, 13: ' To forſake the Covenanc 
of the Lord our Husband is Adultery. To torlake the Covenaat of the 
Lord our King, - is unnatural Rebellien. ' T oforſake the Covenant of the 
ngh Lord our God , is Idolatry, wore than is.to be found among Heethens, 
f who will not diſowntheir gods. Finally, itsa forſaking of the-Coycnanc 
d4 of the Lord Gad off their fathers, which He mode with them noben He brought 
i them owt of the Land of Egypt. Forlaking a Redeewers Covenant, who had 
oz delivered their Fathers from Slavery, whoſe mercy and faithfulneſs their 
f Fathers had experienced, and from their experience of the good of keep- 
{ iog Covenant with Him, had commended itto their poſterity; A Co- 
| yenant, not of a Jate date, or a new invention, but tranſmitted from 
4 their Forhers ;, A Covenant, which,upon that head, theLord hath refpett 
A unto, and for which, ſometimes He will not deſtroy, but have com- 
paſſion upon the unworthy poſterity, 2 King. 13:23. This is charged as 
ies] agreat aggravation of breaking, Covenant, Fer. 11. 10. Mel. 2.40. Bc. 
caulc ir was the Covenant of thejirFathers, orof the God of their Fathers. 
ing! . 2- Here is ſpecified the particular way of their forlaking the = 
{ Coycnant, v: 26: For: they. went and {eraed other gods, and anor- Verſ. 2 4 
# ſriped them. Indeed this is the grofleſt way of breaking Covenant, to 
ſerve and worſhip other Gods: But this bath alſo its degrees, whether 
4 this Idolatry be conſfidergd. as a breach of the Firſt, .or of the: Sccand 
Commandment, aswas ſhewed -hefare, andundeniablk in the Scriptures. 
There is external and internal Idolatry: Thete is:-Idolatry that bath a 
4 wrong objet, and Idolatry alſo that may pretend the true objeft.of wor= 
ſhip, but conſiſting in a worſhip not of His appoiatment. »However, 
{ by the way it may be noted, -that Service and Warſhip is aH one. Hence 
100 the Popiſs diſtintion of Dowleia and L atreia is groundleſs and Anti-{crips 
4 tural. This Serving or Worſhiping of other gods, is aggravated from two 
| grounds. [17] They were gods whom they knew not, worſhiping an waknown 
18] god (according to the Maotzo of the Athenian Alter) is a. peculiar ſtretch of 
5a} of Idolatrous ſuperſtition, AF. 17:22, 23: Ignorance Fee (of the object, 
or of the way of wcrſhbip) is not the Mother but the Maraher.of true De- 
1 votion. The Introduftion of any unknown. or uncouth-thing, whether 
1 it be in the obje&, or manner of worſhip; or : any New Invention, 'or 
Innovation in the ſervice or worſhip of God. is. hence inferced to be a 
breach of Covenam. [2] They were gods whom he had not given watto 
#bem. If any thing then: be receiyed, admitted, or allowed in worſh! 
or Religious ſervice, which God hath not given,granted, or command- 


ed, it isa breach of His Law. and. Covenant. His Law is ſo perteRt, thar 
not 


Y ©. 3 | 
fiot only what He hath forbidden is fi, but what He hath not commanded ' 
in Religious ſervice. - | ' 

3. Here js juſtified the puniſhment of thar forſaking of the 

Verſ. 27,28: | grds Covenant, ver: 27, 28: (1) In vindicating the juſti 
of it, in that all the effect of the Anger of the Lord kindled againft the Land, 
2: 27: was according to the Curſes that are written in this book. ' The pus 
niſhment ofa Land breaking Covenant, is only what ic deferyes, anc 
| what the Lord hath threatned in the Scriptures. (2) In indicating and 
acknowledging the ſeverity of it, v. 26. How the Lord rovted them out of 
their Land in anger, and in wrath, and in great indignation CC. Hence it may 
be inferred, that if Coyenanters will nor extirpate what pollutes the Land, 
according to their Engagements, the Lord will be provoked co extir: 
pate them out of the Land, according to His Word. 

VI. Inthecloſe, wer/. ult. there is a Concluſory Corollary ſub- 
Verſ. 29. joined to all. The ſecret things belong unto the Liad our God : but 
thoſe things which are revealed belong unto us, and to our Children for ever, that 
we may ds all the words of this Law. This may be takeneither abſtraQly, 
as an Apothegm by itſelf, or with relation to what follows in the nexx 
chapter, or to what preceeds in this. Sin and Duty is here clearly reveal:| 
ed, and that ſhould be the matter of our exerciſe: Burt Events are ſecrets} 
belonging to the Lord. He hath reyealed it is our duty to keep the words”? 
of this Covenant and dothem: But, who ſhall endure to tne end ſo doing, 
isa ſecret known to Himſelf. He hath revealed it is our duty to enter into 
Covenant with the Lord our God that He may eſtabliſh us for a people nnto Himſelf: 
But who ſhall get this priviledge made good unto them, without rever= 
ſion 2 Or, who ſhall ##rz away, and have a root that beareth Gall and Worm- 
wood, 8C. is a {ecrei. In the general iris reyealed- that the keepers of 
the Covenant ſhall have the bleflings of it ſecured, and the breakers ſhall 
have the curſes ratified: ' But who they ſhall be by name and ſurname, 
is a ſecret belonging uuto the Lord. He hath clearly revealed, that the 
great' procuring caule of Divine Vengeance,is, Forſakjng the Covenant : But 
when He will inflict and execute this Vengeance, how, and apon whom, 
and by whom or what Inſtruments,or in what meaſare,or how long, T heſc |} 
are {ecrets. Again, in the following Chap. He hath clearly reyealed || 
when theſe Threatnings have come upon us, and we ſball call them to 
mind, even in captivity, and ſhall return unto the Lord our God, and ſhall | "* 
ebey His voice, that then the Lord our God will turn onr Captivity, and will have 
Compaſſion upon us, 8c. But as for the ſeaſons of it, it is not for #s to know th 
them, AQ. 1. 7, Whither itſhall beat thistime, in ourday, or after- 
| wards . it 


LUIMI 


- 


Fy 
 watds ; . whether by theſe iſpenſaribns or inſtruments now. made uſe of, 
or others, are ſecret things belonging to-the Lord our God. 

'Bat, to pur a Cloſe to this IntrodudGion, it is apparent from what is ſaid 
chere can be yery tew doubts, or dark difficulties about National Covenants, 
1 | but what may be reſolyed from this Chapter, and ſeen to be, not among 
the ſecrets nor to medled with, but among the Things Revealed, aw 4 : 
ing tous and our Children. Particularly theſe Dweftions here touched, 
which have been ſitumbling ſtones to many, and Topicks of objeQions 
f againſt our National Covenants, are in ſome meaſure cleared. Which 
may here togerher be preſented to. the Readers view. 

Queſt. 1 Whether it be Lawful and expedient for Nations to enter into Cove- 
nants with God? from verſ; I. 
' Q. 2. What is the Nature of this Covenanting ? ibid. 
b _ Q. 3. #hetber it may be done without the Magiſtrate> Or, when it is ſo, 
is the obligation of # binding? tbid. 

Q. 4. When the Covenant is Renewed, may it be done with Alterations and 
Accomodations to the time ? ibid. 

Q. 5. What may be Motives to Renew the Covenam?>. from v. 2: to v. g. 
11. Q: 6, What Ir it to keep Covenant? from v-. 9. 

* Q. 7. May the Covenant berenewed. without toe Primotes, when they will 
dh 198 concur > from ver: 10: 
Q. 8. May Children be admited to the Covenant ? from v: 11. 
Q. 9. Are Strangers obliged, or may they be admitted ta the Covenant? 1tbid. 
| Q. 10. Does the Covenant bind the abſent, and them that did not takg it 
v2 from ver: 13. 14 

'# Q-. I. May theCovenant be impoſed upon all 2 Or may all be admitted to- 
take it? 1bid. 

Q. 12. What may looſe the obligation of it> from v: 12: 
Q. 13. IVhat the better ſhall we be of making and keeping a National Gove- 
nant ? VEr: IJ, | 
. K4. Is the obligation of National Covenants ( upon the matter Law- 
tull ) perpetual and binding upon poſterity, from ver: 15 
Q: 15. What are the chief tentations inducing to the fin of Covenant- breaks 
ing and,what are the gradual ſteps of it? from 16: to 20, ; 
. 16, IWWhat are the Curſes. and Puniſhments #hreetned againſt Coves 
nant»breakers Perſonal, from v. 20. 
Q. 17- Why is the puniſhment of National breach of Covenant ſo Publick.,, 
that it is obſerved of poſterity and Strangers ? from ver. 22: &c. | 
Q. 18. Whatis the threatened Puniſhment of National breach of Covenant ?- 
- fromonſ, 22. 6. © ©&& © Q 1g. 


Lo Q. 19 hat is the procuring Ca | 
Q. 20. How may a Nation be gailty of breach of Govenant ? from v: 25:" 
Q. 21. What arethe aggravarions of that ſin ? ibid: WC 


Ti being premiſed . there is the leſs necd to inlarge in th 
cation of the Renovation of theſe Coyenams, here ſubjoyned, as'the 
were Sworn'and Subſcribed at Leſmabego- March, 3- 168g. Their Morive 
are before touched on Oeftion 4. from verſ. 2- tog. They Conſider: 
ed 'whar the Lord had done beforerheir eyes, the great tentations intheit 
day. the ſigns and the great wondersof the Wiſdom, Faichfainefs, Power, 
Juſtice and Goodneſs ot the Lord, appearing in His way with thens anc 
their Fathers. They Conſidered the univerial Obduration, Stupidity 
and unanſwerableneſs to theſe wonders in themſelyes and others, hor 
they had'not gotten hearts to perceive,nor eyes to ſee into that very day 
"They Conſidered the Lords greacious Condutof them and their fathe 
and their own experience ot His careand kindneſs towards them, in pre 
viding ſo tenderly and wondertully all neceſfaries for their Wilderneſs Li 
"They conſidered, howar length the Lord helped chem to overcome twe 
" Kings,that eudeayoured by all meansro deſtroy them. They conſide 
red, that, as the Lord promiſes-profperity to the keeping, and doing 
- the words of His Covenant So, in the dayes of their Fathers, when 
they emered into, and kept Covenant with God, He proſpered rhem 
in all that they undertook, went forth with their Armies, and made 
their Enemies to fall down befote them, teſtifying in His providence 


VR 
i j 

b4 6 
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His approbation of His peoples Coyenanting. They conſidered alſ{of. 


' how theſe Covenants (tho of Eternal obligation, as iscleared- Duel, 1 
from verf. 15.) were broken, their breaches enacted by Law, they wer 
Burnt, the owning of them declared Criminal by an A&t of Pueensberrie 
Parliament, and the obligation of rhern, was like to be totally buried un 
oblivion. And therefore,as they thought this a Caſe of Confeſſion, when they 
could do no mote,rogive their Teſtimony for the Covenants, with pro 
feſfion of the Sorrow of their hearrs, and abhorrence of their ſouls 
oainſt theſe indignities (as was done in the Prinred Teſtimony, anno. 1688, 


So, upon the ſame motives, they thought ir no leſs neceſſary, now, in 


this oppurtunity, to revive the memory of them, and at leaſt to break 
the ice for others to renew them more Solemnly. Ar that Critical ſea 
ſon, eſpecially, when 1n the univerſal expettation of War, upon the 
change of the Government,all parties were Aſſociating for their own-de 
fence, and afferting the quarrel! and party they would eſpouſe: They 


alſo thought it expedicnr, by the renewing of theſe ancient: Covenants 
to 


uſe of all the Nations Miſerienfrom v: 24:25 
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declare whar Cauſe they ' would /ayouch, -and:appear' for; what:Ring ' 
they would owne, and upon whattermes rhey-would offer,” and oblige * 
their:fubjeCtion:ra'the preſent Government, ©  borſiabliſhed, who 
-'f Had betore declareda revolr-from theformer, and tdrthisend;co make” 
def this the bond of their Afociation. cit 1h i 1 ous 00 17 mane bits 
Xl Tc:is objected, With a great deabof clamiourby many, thar'this was an 
ver} i1(cgal and preſumptuous Attion, withbugall Auchoriry,o r concurrence + 
er of perſons that had Authority to tehder:atrOath. - Bur agthis:is looled” 
en by what is laid abave,-on Dwf.'3; and B.7, from v.:L. and's; 10.: So'we * 
coy have precedents for-entering quto,and renewing Covenants, tor: Petcnce 
nan oft Religion and Liberty, withoutche Aurhoriry rhen-regnant;in ſeveral - * 
Kwl inſtances before, and ſince the efiabliſhed Reformarion;Asthat Covenant 
LOW. at Edinburgh, anno 1557, | for the: maintenance and advancement of Re- 
ay formation,” abd defence of one-anotheradheringts its: Anorher Coyes 
rol nant at Pertb,: 1559: And arStivling;: the: ſame year;' Anotherar Leh, 
rofl ens 4 560- Andthet at :z{ir, 1562. All thelg wichour the concurrence of 
, blick Authority: And in the year 1638, the National Covenant was 
WO | yew before oy obtained Authority for it.' And anus 1666. at Lonerk, 

a {mall - handful of honneft- and faichful- patriots renewed: the Solemn. 
Leagiiealſo,. wihout and againſt the Authority thar wasthen. ; (Bur.chis 
at' Lefmahego, tho it, was without. Authority,: yet it was not againſt Au- 
thority,- being jv the time of the. Interregaum, before the ſettlement of 
digs mw ag go ſtead of the uſualExprefſions of the we" 
Majefty,chey read as in the margent, His Highneſs,or the Civil Magiftrate,be- 
chule the preſent K: was not then Nlned And chat party whoTenewed 

4 the Covenants, then did not pretend;toany Authority:to do:it as aNetions! 

4 AF.to bind the'whoſe Nation; Only to take onthe 'vowes of God upon + 

rielf themſelves, and to invite others to do the like, If thoſe that tendered 
8 the Covenant at that time, did take upon them! any Authority, it was 
not to impoſe ic upon any, but rather to exclude ſome from ir, and to 
hinder their admiſſion to 1t,, who were grolsly ignorant and ſcandalous, 
by laying out before chem the hazard of. ſwearing falſely.” And diſ- 
charging them , in the name of the Lord, to devour theſe holy things. 

. This allo was an Off:nce to . ſome and occaſion of obloquie againſt the 
AQion : But ir is juſtifie.] above, by what is ſaid on 2xef. 15. from v, 
Io, Ii, 12, &e, And by an Aft of Aﬀembly , Fuly 29. Seff. 19. anne 
1449, Debarring groſs Complyers from the Covenant, and Ordainin 
&*-rhat none of thoſe who were debarred, ſhould be admirted, but ſuc 
« as atter exaft trial, ſhould be found fot ſome Competent time, before 


© or after the offer of their Repentance 2 tro haye in their ordinary Gn: 
vc 
> VEIia- 


(CI8E4). | 
CCyerſatio given Teſtimony ofche 4 cof theſls Complyances. And 
de hes bake forgotten, when the Minifter was enlarging on the fins of 

ſuchasbadivaluotarly given jathe lame: ro hin, with their'names, in 

Wie, beforehand, (via.  fome that bad: gone a great length in Sinful: 

and Scandalous cxcefles, with that —_— FJebuGibd, and many ethers: 

who had heen involved in ſeveral {ad defeftions, inthe late defiling times, 
a5, Hearing the Curars, paying the Ceſs, taking the:Oath of Aburation, 

&c.) Offering, and defiring to make publick Acknowledgment before 

the Cangregation (then ia the Field: )of theſe rheir publick fin; Not 

only ſeveral others, \who had norgiven. up their names, roic up, and. 
openly deelared-rbat they were guilty 'of ſeveral fleps of defetinn; bur 

alſo ſore declared their guilt of perional Scandalgtill ar _ the Mi-. 

niſter was neccſktate ſeycral rinacs tocrave torbeaiance, the day being fo 

far ſpent, that (after the Covenants were ſworn) the ſubſcribing of them . 

was hereby. (happily ) prevented: until: night, which was done in the 

_ Church. be great outcry againſt the Alteragions and additions in this 

Renovationof the Covenants :'Bur as chis obxEtion is taken off by what 

is faid above on: Qweft. 4. from werrſe 1. So, that Renovation of the Na- - 

:ional Covenant, tn the year 1638, Withyvcry large additions accom-. 

modateo the tinacyis a precedein/fuftityingany Altcrarions or Additions 

in-che Govenans Renewed ac tzfmubaye ,.. which are only in theſe words 


of the Covenants, that canner fair the preſcen: times, as is obyious from : } 


every Alteration, marked only in the Margent, withourexpunging the 
old words _ BOE 87; 


There ate indeed many Additions in: the 4ekwwledgwene of far. and - | 


Fugagement 16 dutics ( which aifo were then Sotemnly Renewed) becaule 
theſe Lace nnhappy timesof defetion haveprodiced many: other ſins, 
than conld be | Confefled in thar' Acknowledgment, Anno 1649. 
Bur the whole of the former is retained in a Large Ehareffer ; And 
the Additions ſubjoyned in a Leffw Choratter , for diltintion; The 
ſame is done, upon the farae grounds /, in the Engagement to duties 


annexed. In the former, the fins ofrhetimme arc acknowledged impars- . - 


tially, without concealing any of their own, fo far as they had light, no 
more than the ſins of any other parry. Inthe Lazrer, the dutics of the 
Covenant are particularly and plainly engaged into, according to their 


Conſcience of them, even thoſe that are, or have been Controverted = - 


Thar if others may not hereby beexcired co conſtder them , Yer them-"" 
{elves mighr come to, and intertain a determined fenfe of chem, and not 
hale between rwoopintons. And to theend the Material and Moral'obs 
ligation of the Coycnants may be confidered and diicoyered, to _ 

| — wa 


| 
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Solenpn Leagar and Covent, Expreſſing ihe ſeveral caoks, , andthe extent 
of the Coyenanters-,werc nat jread, at-the:! ving Of.-i6 at Leſmabego 
Becauſe they owned themſelves ro bender a League wich none, bnt ſuch 
as owned the Covenanted Reformarion.,, Nor is it-altogerher unprece- 
| dented, that a Nation Renewiog he Coreyant, from -which their Col- 
leagues have receded, The Renoyation of: it j+ Seotland, ammo 1649, was, 
after the prevailing powerof Eug/agd did celile from their Engagem:ars 
tho fome dil then, as tp this day,a:few do adhere to them. - All the 
Tribes of 1{-2:l were once in Covenant together: The revolt of the Tea 
Tribes, did not hinder che Godly. in Jud#$ to renew ic, in the daycs 
of Aſa, H:z:kiab,  Fofiab,qor did it precluds aſmal party of Epbraim Me-. 
naſſeh, 8c, 19 take PAre a ity ,2, Crop; 45s 9, 42-, + Br th6 there might 
be ſome jinformalty oriigeonvaniency intkeeping;the old Form of che 
Solemn League, with ſuch alc extiomagoly annoted onthe Margent,as might 
make't accommoylable ro,ithe preſenttime; And perhaps it had been 
more ſuitable, to,frame jr altogerher in a New Form, if the 'Reprefen- 
tarivesal Chard apd arched concurred; Ver that party at Leſmahe: 
g, nor daring yorake (o much upon they, ag. therefore adhering to 
oth Matter an Form, Aras itcould ſerve therime, and the Engage: 


. 


þ? » 


ments thereof quadrate with, their capacities,” are not to be raſhly con- 
demned for their. Renewing old Vows,; which were:(and io ſo far only 


as they were ) belorg, anJrheo Fad 255 Gaye binding, ; Yes rather 
it were ſuicable and, ealooat c tor, the Repreſcnratiyes {who can caſily 
mend, whar was not within HE POSrea do) jn ſtead of deſpiſing the 
meannzſs of that varty, . and carping at the imperfeQians of that ation, 
co imirate rheir Zea), in Renewing thele National. Engagements; wich 
ſolemn Acknowledgements of the Breaches thereof, ,in,a Form thac will 
herrer pleaſe them... jw d be a norable mean af turning away the 
Lords fierce Wrath from the Nation, 2 Gbron. 29. 10... Hereby, Refor- 
mation in Charch and State might be promated and preſerved,,;. Order 
and Unioninthe Church, whichbath been long wanting, might be ſettled and eſtabliſhed, 
Former DefeRtions inight be honeftly and honourably removed and remedied; Furure In- 
novarions and Corrup:ions, Schiſmes 'and D:ſorders might be-prevented and prechuded; 
Andall Malignaot Enemies of Reformation might he by this Teſt diſcoyered, and excluded 
from3all Truſt in Church gr S:ate, and capacity todo either hurt :. Yet without any conſtraine 
or reftrairit uponany a rye Row pleaſant and acceptable, both to God and Man, 
wouldirbe,' asit may behoped it will be, wbenthe Lordspeople.in theſe Lands, now ſore 


andjong fcattered and divided, ſhall return going and weeping, ſeeking the Lord ther God, 
and asking the way to Zion with their Faces thicherward, Thar, atleaſt che Owners & Lovers 
of Reformation, wereſaying, Come andlet us joya eur ſelyes untothe Lord, ina perpetual 


= 


Covenant, that ſhall not be forgotten, 
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The Confeſſiou of Faith of the Xirkof Scotland ſubſcribed at finf'by the Kings 


Pt; 


Ong 


AL Com 


O R, - 


Majefty and bis Houfhold, in the year 1 580. . Thereafter, by Perſons of all- 
ranks. in the year'15$1.. By Ordinance of the Lords of the Secret Council, 


Y and, Aits of the General Aſlembly. . Subſrribed again by all ſorts of Per= 


Ehes 2 


ſons in the yeax, 1590. By @ newOrdinance of Gouncil, at the deſire of the 


3g General Aſembly : With @ general Band for maintainance of the true Re- 
Jigton and the Kings Perſon. And ſubſcribed in ube year 1638. By tbe: Noble» 


men, Barons, Gentlemen, Burgeſſes, Miniſters and Commans, then underſub- 


- 1. ſcribing ., . Together, with their. reſolution and pronnifes for the cauſes after 
IT hed .To mgintajn the ſaid true Religion, pas 
; CCBazoe 


,, Jo? the jai el the Kings Myjeſty, according 
enfeſſion foreſaid, and, 4G of Parliament... And thereafter, ;wþon the 
| Supplication of the General Aſſembly 20 His Majeſties high GCommiſhoner and 


.. the Lords of his a ies Honourable Privy Council, ſubſeribad again in the, | 
| Near 163g. by, Ordinance of Couneil.. and Ad of General , Aſſembly. . And 

; .. hon again by V3 this preſent, Tear 1089. Acknowledging the publick bregeb- 

--: es thereof, and engaging to, the Duties contained therein, - mith Accommos 


» 


: datidnito our Caſe and Time. "{ 


E All, and every one of Us underwritten, Proteft,- chat, 
aftet long and due Examination of our.own Conſciences, 
in matters of, rrue and falfe Religion. We are now. 
rhroughly. refolyed* of che Truth, by the. Word. and* 
Spiritot God, and chereface we belicye with our hcarts 
confeſs wich our mouths, ſubſcribe with our hands and: 


conſtantly affirm bef re God, ad rhe whole World, that thi only. is 
thEreue Chriſtian Paich an Religion, pleafine God, and bringing Sal. 
* Yation to Man, which now by the Mercy of God reyeakd'tothe worlg, 


' by 


(38 ) | 
by the preaching of the Bleſſed Evangel, and received, believed, and 
a. defended by many and ==; notable Kirks and Realms,but 
Zandfome- chiefly by the Kirk of Scotland, * tbe Kings Mejeſty, and Three B- 
times by . 4 ; | 
ſtates of this Realme, as Gods eternal 'T'cuth, and only ground of 

our Salvation: As more particularly isexpreſſed in the Conteſhon of our 
Faich,ſtabliſhed, and publickly confirmged by ſundry AQts of Parliament, 
and now of a long time hath been openly proteſſed by the Kings Ma- 
jeſty , and whole body of this Realm, both in Burgh and-Eang,-- To 
the which Confecflion and Form of Religion , We willingly,-agree in 
our Confſciences in all points, 'as unto Gods undoubted Truy an:iVeri 
ty, grounded only upon his written Word. And therefore we abhore 
and deteſt all contrary Religion 4hd Pofrine : Bur chicflly all kind of 
Papiſtry,in general and particular heads, even as they are now damned 
' and confuted by the Word of God, and Kirk of Scotland : But in ſpecial, We 
deteſt and retuſe the ulurped Authority of that Roman Avrri-cnriſt upon 
the Scriptures of God, upon the Kirk, the Civil Magiſttate, and Con: 
ſcience of Men, all his Tyrannous Laws made upon indifferent thin 
againſt our Chriſtian Liberty, his erfoneous Dofrine againſt the ſuſic- 
ency of the written Word, the perfe&ion of the Law, the Offices of 
Chriſt, and His bleſſed Evangel. His corrupted DoQrine concerning 
Original Sin,- our natural Inability and Rebell:on ro. Gods Law, our' 
Juſtificarion by Faith only, our imperte& SanQification and Obedience 
to the Law,tne Nature, Number, and Uſe ofthe Holy Sacraments; His 
five baſtard Sacraments; with all his Ritcs,Ceremonics, and falſe Do&t- 
rine added tothe miniſtration of the true Sacraments, without the Word: 
of God. His cruel judgement againſt Infants departing. withour the Sa- 
crament- His abſolute neceflity of Baptiſm, his blaſphcmous opinion of 
T ranſabſtantiation, or Real preſence of Chriſt's Body in the Elements, 
and: receiving of the ſame by the wicked, or Bodies of Men.” His Dit- 
penſations with ſolemn Oaths,Perjuries,and degrecs of Marriage forbid. 
den in the Word: his cruelty againſt the Innocent divorced-: his devil- 
liſh Maſs : his blaſphemous Prieſt-hood , profane Sacrifice for the Sin. 
of the Dead and'the Quick,his Canonization of Men,calling-upon An- 

elsor Saints departed, worſhipping of Imagery, Relicks, and Croſſes, 
Sodicaring of Kirks, Altars,Dayes, Vow Creatures, his Purgatory, 
Prayers for the Dead, os ying or ſpeaking in a ſirange Language, with 
his Proceffions, and blaſphemous Liany,and multirude of Adyocates or 


Mediators: his manifold Orders,auricular Confcthion, his deſperate and 
uncertain Repentance; his general and doubtſome Faich,his Pn. 
| ” o 
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" of Mcn for their fins, bis Juſtification by Works, opt operatam, Works 
) ofSupererogarion, Mzrits, Pardons, iden Toa and Stations : his 


Holy Warer, baptifing of Bells, canjuring of Spirits,Croffing, $anin 
Anointing, Con juring, hallawing of Gods good Greatures, kh the ſa- 
| rr joyned therewith :his worldly Monarchy,and wicked 
licrarchyhis three ſolemn Vowes,with all his Shavellings of ſandry ſorts 
his Erroneous 8 Bloody Decrecs made ar Trent, with all the Sabſcribers 
and Approvers! of that cruel & bloody Band, conjured againſt the Kirk 
of God : And Finally, wedcteſt all his vain Allegorics, Rites, Signes and 
Tradicions, brought into the Kirk,wichour or againſt the Word of God, 
aid DoArine of chiscrue reformed Kirk, torhe which we joyn our ſelves 
willingly, in Doftrine, Faith, Religion, Diſcipline , and uleot the 
Holy Sacraments, as lively Members of the ſame, in Chriſt our Head - 
Promiſing and Swearing by the Great Nome of the Loyd our God, that we 
hall 'contirme tn the obedience of che incand Diſcipline of this 
Kirk; and ſhall defend the fameaccording to our Vocation' and Power, 
all the daycs of our lives, under the pains contamed inthe Law, and 
danger both of Body and Soul, in the'day of Gods fearful Judgement ; 
Arid feing tliat many are ftirred op by, Satan, and-char Roman Aati- 
chriſt, ro-promiſe, ſwear, ſubſcribe, and tor a time uſe the Holy Sacra, 
merits inthe Kirk deceicfully againft cheir own Conſciences, minding. 


| thereby; Hiſt under the external Cloak of Religion; ro corrupt and ſub- 


yert ſecretly Gods true Religion wichin the Kirk, and afterward, when 
time may ſerve, to become open Enemies, and Perſecurors of the ſame 
under yain hope of the Popes Difpenfation, , devifed againſt the Word 
of God, to his greater contuſion , and theirdouble condemaation in the 
day of the Lord Jcſus, Sn 0 + ce 

| We, therefore, willing totake away all fuſpicion of FYPoczdt, and 
of ſuch double dealing with God and His Kirk, Proteſt, and call The 
Searcher of #ll bearts for witneſs, that our minds and hearts, do fully 
agree with this Our Confeſſion, Proneije, Oath, and Subſcription, {o that We 


| are not moved for any worldly refpeXt, but are per(waded only in Our . 


Conſciences, through che knowledge and love of Gods true Religion, 
inred in Our Hearts by the Holy Spirit, as we ſhill anſwer co-Him 


j in theday, when the fecrers of all hearts ſhall be diicloſed. And becauſe 


we perceive that the quictneſs and ſtability of our Religion and Kirk, 
doth depend'upon the ſafety and good behaviour of ®the . , _, 

, > - YL *The lawfully 
Kings Majeſty, as upon a comfortable In{trument of Gods ,g.i1.ned 5u- 
Mercy, granted to this Copuntry,tor the'maintaining of pcm Magiftcar. 

is 


LIMI 


oft us', we protefi-and ptgs 


this Kirk, and miniſtration of Juſtice amon | 
& whk cur tean oa Hand-writ, and Pains, that; 


miſe with our Hearts under the ſame Oath, H: : 
we ſhall defend his Perſon and Aithority , with. our goods, bodies and; 
lives. in the defence of Chrift his Evangel , Liberties of our 
miniſtration of Juſtice, and puniſhment of Iniqu 
within this Realm, or without, ;as we defire our 
merciful Defender to us in the day of our death, - and .coming of our: 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : To whom with the Father 
all Honour and Glory Eternally. 

Like as many Acts of Parliament not on 
nul, and reſcind all Laws,. Statutes, Acts, Conltitutions, -Canons,ciyil; 
or municipal; with all other Ordinances and praCtick: Penajries-whatſos, 
ever, made in prejadice. of the true Religion and Profeſlors-thereof ; 
Or, of the true Kirk diſcipline, Jurisdition, and Freedom thereof; Or: 
ayours of Idolatry and. Superſticion ; Or 0 
« 3. AG. 13.- Parl.: 1. AQ. 23.iParl. LL. 44,114. Park 12 [of King; 
5 the ſixth. - That Papiſtry and Superſtition may be utterly tupprets: 
d according to the intention of: the. Atts of Parliament repeated inthe. 
5. Aa. Pail. 20, King James 6th. And tothat end they ordainall Prieſts 
to be puniſhed by-manifold Civil and Eccleſiaſtical pains, as Adveriaries: 
to Gods, true Religiou preached, and by . Law eſtabliſhed within this, 
Realm, A# 24. Par!. 11. King James Gth.... As common Enemies-to all. 
Chriſtian Goyernment, .4& 18. Parl. 16. King James £tb.. As Rebellers 
and Gain-ſtanders of our Soveraign Lords Authority, 4& 47. Parl. 3. K. 
Fames 6. And as Idolaters. A 1 
particular ( by and attour the Confeſſion of Faith )- do aboliſh and cons 
demn the Popes Autharity and Jurisdi&ion out of this Eand, and orders 
the Maintainers thereof to be puniſhed, A4& 2. Parl 1. 4 51. Parl. 3. 48, 
IOG, Parl. 7, AG 114. Parl. 12. King James 6. Do condemn the Popes 
erronequsDodrine repugnant toany of the Articles of the true and Chri- 
ſtian Religion publickly preached, and by Law eſtabliſhed inthis Realm; 
And ordains the ſpreaders and makers of Books or Libels, or Letters,or - 
Writs of that naturc, to be puniſhed, A# 46. Perl. 3}. AG 106. Parl. 7. 
A 24. Parl. 11. King Famer 6. Do condemn all Baptiſm conform tothe 
Popes Kirk,and the 


, againſt all Enetnies 
od to be a it 


, and thc Holy Spirir, 'be 
ly .in general do abrogate, an: 


f the. Papiitical Kirk: 'Ag 


. Parl, 7. King James 6G. But allo in, 


latry of the Maſs, and ordainsall Sayers,. wils 
ful hearers, and concealers of the Maſs, the mantainers and reſetters of 
craffiquing Papiſts,to be puniſhed without any exception 
or reſtriction, A& 5. Parl. I. 4& 129. Parl. 12. A 164. Parl. 13. A& 19Þ 
Parl. 14. AG I. Porl 19, AG 5, Parl. 20, Ks James G.. Do condemn all cr. 
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] roneous Books and Writes,containingerroneous DoQrine.againſt the Re: 
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lgion preſently profcſled,': or maintaining tuperſticious Rites-and Cere- 
| monics Papiftical, whereby the-People are-greatly abuſed ;, and or- 
daines the home: bringers of them robe puniſhed, 48 25: Par!: 11: K, James 
6: docondemn the monuments and dregs of by- gone Idolatry, asgo- 
ing to the Crecfles, oþblerving the Feſtival dayes ef the Saints, and ſuch 
>other ſuperſtitious and Papiliical Rites., ro the-diſhonour of God, con- 
tempt of ttue Religion,” and loſtering-ot great errouramong'the People, 
and ordains the uſers of themitabe' puniſhed 'for the ſecond fault,. as Ido- 
laters, 4G 104: Parl: 7: K: Fames 6. | Pie 
, Likeas many AQs of Parliament are conceayed. for maintenance of 
Gods true and Chriſtian Religion , and the puriry thereof in DoQtrine 
and Sacraments of the 'trme Church of God 4 "the: liberty and freedom 
, thereof, in her National, Synodal Affemblies, Prezbyteries;' Seſſions, 
Policy, Diſciplincard Jurisdi&tion thereof, as thar purity of Religion 
and liberty of the Church was uled, profafed, -exerciſed, preached and 
confefled according to the Reformation of Religion in this Realm, As 
for inſtance, The 95: 4@ Park'7: A823; ParbÞ1 i: At 114: | Part: 12: 46t 
160: Parl. 13. of 'King Jemes 6. Rartified by the 4 4S of Kiog Charles 1. 
So that the 6 A@& Parl. 1. and GB 4& Parl. 6 of K Famer 6. in the year 
of God 1579. Declares the Miniſters of the blefſed Evange], whom God 
of His Mercy had raiſed up, or hereafter ſhould raiſe, agreeing with 
them that then lived in Do@rine, and Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments, and the people that profefied Chriſt, as He was then offered in 
the Evanrgel, and doth communicate with the Holy: Sacraments, * (as in 
the reformed Kirks of this Realmthey were publickly adminiſtrat) ac- 
cording to the Confeſſion of Fairh;, ro be the True and Holy Kirk of 
Chriſt Jeſus withinthis Realm, and decerns and declaresall and ſundry, 
who either gain-ſayes the Word of the Evangel, received and approved, 
as the heads of the Confeſſion ot Faith, profeſſed in Parliament, inthe 
year of God 1560, Specified alſo inthe firſt Parliament'ot K. James 6. 
And ratified in this preſent - Parliament, more particularly do ſpecifi; 
or thar-refuſes the adminiſtration of the Holy Sacraments, as they were 
then miniſtrated, to be no Members of the ſaid Kirk within thisRealm, 
and true Religion preſently-profeſled; 4o long as they keep:themielves 
ſo divided from the ſociety of Chriſts Body': And the ſubſequent 469. 
Perl, 6. of K. James 6. declares, That there is none other Face of Kirk; 
nor other Face of Religion, than was preſently ar that time, 'by the fa- 
your of God eſtabliſhed within _ Realm,which therefore is ever ſtilled, 
| , Gods 


LIMI 


| Tin) | 
Gods trae Religion , Chriſts #rme. Relight , ths true and Chriftian Religion, and a 
perfeti Rebigion Wh ich by manifold As of Parliamenr;all within this. -.-.. | 
Realm are bound to ſubſcribe the Articlesthereof, the Confeſſion of Faith, 
to recant all Dofrine and Errors, repugnant to any of the ſaid Articles, 
AT 4 and 9 Parl. 1. At45, 45, 47. Park 3. At 71. Parl. 6. AG 106, 
Parl. 7. AG 24. Parl. 11. AG 123. Par. 12. At Igtand 197.Parl:14. of 
K. Fames 6. Andall Magiſtrates, Sherifs, &c. On the one part are or: - 
dained to ſearch; apprehend, 'and. puniſh all: Contraveeners: For in- 
ſtance, A#'5, Parl. 1; 4&4 104, Park-7. At 25. Park 11. K. James 6, 
And that notwirhſtanding of the King's licences on the contrary, which 
are diſcharged and declared to be of no force, in fo far as they tend. in 
any wayes, . to the: prejudice and-hinderance of the cxecucion of rhe Ads 
of Badan againſt Papiltsand Adyer{aries oftruc Religion, 4& 106, 
Part. 7. K. Fames 6. 'On the other part, in the 47. A# _ K. Fames 6, 
Ic is declared and ordained, ſeing the cauſe of God's true Religion,and 
his Highneſs Aurhority are ſo joyned, as the hurt of che one iscommon 
to both : And that none ſhall be: reputed as Loyal and Faithful Subjefs. 
to our Soycraign Lord, or his Authority, but be puniſhable as Rebellers 
and Gain-ſtanders of the fame, who ſhall not give their Confeſſion, and 
maketheir profeſſion of the ſaid true Religion ,: and that they, who af- 
ter defe&ion, ſhall give the Confeſſion of their Faith. of new, they ſhall 
ons to continue therein in time coming, to maintain our Soyeraign 
ords Authority, and: at the uttermoſt of their power to fortifie, aſſiſt, | 
-and maintain: the: trae Preachers and Profeſſors of Chriſts Evangel, a- 
gainſt whatſoever Enctnies and Gain-ſtanders of the ſame: And namely 
againſt all ſuch ( of whatſcever. Nation, Eſtate , or Degree they be ) 
that bave joyned, and bound themſelves, or have afliſted, or affiſts to 
ſet forward, and execute the cruel Decrees of Trent, contrary to the 
Preachers and true Profeſſors of the Word of God, which is repeated 
word by word inthe Article of Pacification at Perth the 2 3 of Febr: 1572. 
Approved by Parliament the laſt of April 1573. Ratified in Parliament 
1587. Ard related, A& 123, Parl. 12. of K. James 6. with this addition 
T hat they-are bound to reſiſt all creaſonable Uproars & Hoſtilities, raiſe 
ed againſt the true Religion,the Kings Majeſty, andthe true Profeſſors, 
7. ow all Liedgesare bound toimaintain the Kings Majeſties Royal 
Perfon, and Authority, the Authoritie of- Parliaments, without the 
which neither any Laws or lawful Judicatories can be eſtabliſhed, 4 13o. 
Af-131, Parl.  K. Fames 6. And the Subjefts Liberties, who ought 
only. ro live and be goyerned by the Kings Laws, the common Mi" 
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this Realm allanerly, A& 48. Park, 4 K. Jemes the firſt, At 79.Parl. 


6. K. James 4. repeated-in- the A&- 131. Parl. 8: King James 6. 
Which , if they,be_ innoyated » or-prejudged ,- the Commaillion anent 


the Union, of the two Kingdoms -of- Scotland and-Englend' , which . 


is the ſole 4G of the 17. Parl. of King Jemes the 6.” Declares ſuch 
Gonfuſion would. enfye, as this Realm could be no more a free Mo- 
narchy, becauſe by the fundamental, Laws, ancient Priviledges, Offi- 
ces and Libertics of this Kingdam, novtonly the'Princely Authority of 
his Majeſtics Royal deſcenthath-been thete many Ages maintained, but 
alſo the Pcoples {ecuriy of their Lands, Livings, Rights, Offices, Li- 
berties, - and Digniries preſerved, and therefore for the preſcryation of 
the ſaid true Religion, Laws, and Liberties of this Kingdom, it 1s ſta- 


- tite by the 8 42 Parl, z. repeated in-the 99:48 Porl.'7. ratified in the 23 


A Parl. 11, and 114- 48 Parl. 12. of K,-Zawis 6 8 4 AT of K. Chartes 1. 
Thar all Kings and Princes at their- Coronation' and Reception of their 
Princely Authority, ſhall make theirfaithful Promiſe by their Solemn 
Oath in the preſence of the Eternal God, That, during the whole time 
of their Lives, they ſhall ſerye the ſame Eternal God to.the uttermoſt 


of their-power, according as He:has. required in-His moſt Holy Word, 


containedin the Old and New Teſtament... And-according tothe ſame 
Word, ſhall maintain the crue Religion of Chriſt Jeſus, the Preaching 
of His Holy Word , the due and right miniſtration of the Sacraments, 
now received and preached within tis Realm (according tothe Con- 
feſhon of Faich immediatly preceeding) and ſhall aboliſhand gain-ſtand | 
all falſe Religion contrary to the-ſame, and ſhall rule the People coms 
mitted to their charge, according to the Will and Command of God, 
revealed in Hisforelaid Word, and according tothe laudable Lawsand 
Conſtitutions received in this Realm, no wayes repugnant to the faid 
Will of the Erernal God; and ſhall procure, to the uttermoſt of their 
power, tothe Kirk of God, and whole Chriſtian People, true and per- 
fect peace in all time coming : And that they ſhall be:careful ro root out 
of their Empire all Hereticks, and Enemies to the true Worſhip of Gad, 
who ſhall be convicted by the true Kirk of God, of the torelaid crimes, 
which was alſo obſerved by*his Majeſty,at his Coronation in *K. charles 
Edinburgh 16J}.As may be lccn inthe order.of the Coronation. the fiſt. 
In obedience to-: the Commandment of G O D , confotm 
to the practice of the Godly in-tormer times , and according to the 
Laudable Example of our Worthy and Religious Progenitors, 
w—— which was warranted alſo by A&t of Council, commanding 
a general Band to be made and —— by his Majcſties SubjeRs, of 
| 2 | all 
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bs _ | 
all Ranks, for two cauſes: One . For'defending the true Religion, 
as it was then reformed, and isexpreſled in the Confefſionof Faith aboye- 
written, and aformer large Confeffion eſtabliſhed by {uttdry Adts'of law- 
ful Generel Aſtwbliet, and! of Parkaminty”, unto which it hath relation, ſer 
downin publick Catechiſms, and which had been for many years with a 
Bleſting from Heaven preached, & profeſled inthis Kitk and Kingdom, 
as Gods undoubred Truth, grounded:only on His written Ford. The other 
cauſe was, ' for' maintainirig' theKinps-Majeſty, his Perfon, and Effate: 
Thetruc-worſhip of \Qod,: and'the Kings- Authority, being ſo ſtraitly 
joyned, as that they*had the ſameFriends, and common Encmies,. and 
did ſtand and'fall rogether.'* And finally, being convinced in our minds, 
and confeſling with our' mouths, that the preſent and fycceeding Gene- 
rations in-this Land, are bound to keep the forcfaid National Oath and 
Subſcription ifvioleble. - We ———* under-fybfcribing, confidering 
diyers times before, andieſpecrally- ar this rite, the danger of the trac re- 
+, formed Raligion, *of the Kings honour, and of the pub- 
Coy an 3" * lick peace of che Kingdom : By the manifold 'innovations 
whoſe noble :n. and Evils generallycontained and particularly mentioned 
terpriſe ſo ſignal in —--- Supplieativns; Complaitits,” and -Proteſtations'; 
lycountenanced + Do' hereby profeſs, 'and before God, His Angels, and the - 
ofthe Lore, #* World: ſolemnly: declare, That, with our whole Hearts 
this reviving in We agree and reſolve, all'che dayes of our life, conſtantly 
ourbondage) to'adhere unto, and to defend the foreſaid true Religion, 
} Remonſtran- and (forbearing the praftice of all Novations # introduced 
_ Hae inthe matter of theWorſhip of God,or approbatinn of the 
nies, of old ang COrruptions of the publick Government of tae Kirk, or 
of late, * Civiiplacegand power-'of Kirk-men, * till they be tryed 
4Former orlar. 229 allowed'in free Aſſemblies, and in Parliaments) to la- 
Ao * bour by all means lawful'to recover the Purity ,8& Liberty 
- *- Or any other of the'Goſpel,as ir waseſtabliſhed8profeſſed before the fore 
Corruption of {aj Noyations : And becauſe,after due examination, We 
the puvlick. Go- ja jnly perceive, & undoubtedly belieye,that the Innovati- 
vernment of the , . > p—_— ; 
Kick Prelatick or 00S 8% Cvils contained-in-our Supplications, Complaints,and 
Ecaſtian, either Proteſtations thave no warrand of the word of God;are con- . 
tried or to be. trary to the Articles of rhe foreſaid Confeſſions, to the in- 
ried, _ - rention and- meaning of the blefled Reformers of Religion 
So Rennie: in this Land, to the above written AQts of Parliament,and 
ces », D*C43* 1 ſenſibly tend to the cg of the Popiſh Reli. 
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tions, and Teſti- <! } 
movies. gion and Tyranny, and to the ſubyerſton and ruine of the 
true 
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true reformed ny. ry and of M.. Liberties, Laws and Eftates,*We 
allo declare, rhat the foreſaid Confeſſjons are to: be' interpreted, arid 
ought tobe underſtood of the foreſaid'Novations and Bvils, no Ie than 
| i every one of them had been expreſſed in'the foreſaid Confeffions, and 
that weare obliged to deteſt and abhore them-as well as the' particular 
| Headsof Papiſtry abjured therein. And therefare from the knowledge 
| and' Conſcience! of our duty to God, to ® our King and * the Govern. * 
Counttey, without any worldly reſpe&-or inducement;lo mentandCoun- 
far as hamane iofirmity will ſuffer;wiſhing afurther mea-- trey- | 
{ure of the Grace of God for thigefket, We'promiſe, and/ſwear by the 
Great Name of the Lord owr God, tocontinue 1n the Profeſſion and: Obedi- 
ence of the foreſaid Religion : T hat we ſhal defendthe fame, and reſiſt 
all rheſe' conerary Errors and Corruptions, according'to our Vocation, 
and to the uttermoſt of that power that God hath pur in our hands, all 
the'dayes of our life, And in like manner with the ſame heart, We 
"| declare beforeGod and Men, That We have no-intention nor deſire to 
attempt any thing that may turn-tfo the difſhonour of God, or'to the di- 
ra inution of the t Kings Greatneſs and Authority : But + The Gvil Ma 
ofi-the contrary, we promile and ſwear, that we ſhall, ro gifbatss. 
the netermoſt-of our power, with oi means and lives, ftand-to the de- 
fence of + our dread Soveraign theKings Majeſty, his Per. 4.1; nighaſs,his 
ſon, and Anthority, in the Defence and Preſcryation of Perſon, and Au- 
the foreſaid true Religion, Liberties,and Eaws ofthe King thority, when: 
dom : As alſo ro the mutual defence and affiſtance;, eyery arte Ve wr 
one of us of another , in the ſame caule of maintaining «.,; ring, or Su- 
the truc Religion, and his Majeſties Authoricy, withour prem Magiftcate 
beſt counſel, our Bodies, our Means, and whole power, © overus. 
againſt all ſorts of perſons whatſomever. So* that wharſocver ſhall be 
done to the leaſt of us for thar cauſe, ſhall be taken-as done to ns all in 
general, and toevery one of us in particular. And that weſhall neirher 
direQly nor indire&ly- ſuffer our felyes to be divided or withdrawn by 
whatſocyer Suggeſtion, allurement, or terror from this Bleffed and Loy- 
al Conjun&ion , nor ſhall caſt in any let or impediment, that may 
Ray or hinder any ſuch refolution, as by common conſent ſhall be found 
ro conduce for {o good ends. But on the contrary, ſhall by all Jawtul 
means labour to further and promote the ſame, and if any ſuch dange- 
rous and: diviſive motion be made to us by word or writ, We, and every 
one of Us, ſhall fuppreſs it, or if need be, ſhall incontinent make the 
ſame known, that it may be timeouſly: obyiated :* Neither do we _ 
: the 


| (46 ) 
the foul aſperſions of Rebellion, Combination, -or whatelie our Adver- 
ſarics from their craft or malice would:put upon us, ſ{cing-what we do is 
ſo well warranted.and ariſeth from an unfeigned deſire to-maintain the 
* Honour of the true Worſhip cf God, * the Majeſty of our King, and 
Government. peace of the Kingdom, for the common happineſs of our 
ſelves, and the poſteriry. And becauſe we cannot look for a Blefling 
from God upon our preceedings, except with our Profeflion and Sub- 
{cription we joyn ſuch a Lite and Converſation, as beſcemerh Chriſti 
who have renewed their Covenant with God ; -We therefore, faithfully 
promiſe for our ſelves, our followers and all other under us, both in 
publick, in our particular Families, and perſonal carriage,to endeayour 


to keep our (elves within the bounds oft- Chriſtian liberty, and .to be - 


good Examples to others of all Godlineſs, Soberneſs,and Righteouſneſs, 


and of every duty we qwe to God and Man And that this our Union - 


and ConjunCtion may be obſerved without violation, we call the Living 
God, the Searcher of our Hearts to witnels, who knoweth this to be our ſin- 
cere Deſire, and unfaigned Relolution, 4s We ſhall anſwer to Feſus Chriſt, 
in the Great Day, and under the pain of Gods Everlaſting Wrath, and of 
Infamy, and loſs of all honour and reſpe& in this World. Moſt bum- 
bly beleeching the Lord to ſtrengthen us by his holy Spirit for this end, 
and to bleſs our Deſires and Proceedings with a happy 1ucceſs, that Re- 
ligion and Righteouſneſs may flouriſh in the Land, rotheGlory of God, 
+ Of eur Sove- the honour | of the King.,and peace and comfort of us all. 
raigns. In witneſs whereof, we have ſubſcribed with our hands all 
the Bzxemiſles, ee. | 
This Article of the Covenant, which was at the firſt Subſcription, 
+ adeti_s + referred to the determination of the General Aſſembly, 
3*- being derermined, and thereby.the 5 Articles of Perth, the 
Government of the Kirk by Biſhops, the Civil places and power of Kirk- 
men, upon the reaſons and grounds contained 1n the Atts of the General 
Afembly, declared co be unlawful within this Kirk, We ſubſcribe ac- 
cording to the determination foreſaid. 
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SOLEMN LEAGUE and COVENANT, 


For Reformation, and Defence of Religion 5 mummy ann nn 


| . Having before our Eyes the Glory of God.and 
. YV the Adyancement of the Kingdom of our Lord and Sayiour Jeſus 
Chriſt, * the Hongar and Happinels of the Kings Majeſty + ty. .a.orm. 
and his Poſterity, and the true publick Liberty, Satety, ment & preſer- 
and Peace of the Kingdoms, wherein-every Ones Private vation of theGa. 
condition is included ; And calling to mind the tracherous V<*2ment. 
and bloody Plots, Conſpiracies, Arttempts,and practices of the Enemies 
of God, againſt the true Religion and. Profeſſors thereof in all places, 
eſpecially in theſe three Kingdoms, ever ſince the Reformation of Re- 
ligion, and how much their rage, power, and preſumption are of late, 
and at thistime increaſed and excerciſ:d ; whereof the deplorableeſtate 
of the Church and Kingdom of Ireland, the diſtreſſed eſtate of the Church 
and Kingdom of England, and the Xdangerous eſtate of the Church and 
Kingdom of Seotland,are preſent and publick Teltimonies: * piftrefſed. - 
we have now at laſti(afrer other means of Supplication,Re- +4( after all the 


 monſtrance,Proteſtation 8 Suffering) for the preſervation Supplications, 


of our ſelves and our Religion from utter ruine and de- Remonftrances, 
ſtruſtion, according to the commendable prattice of thele hears wan 
. . . 1Ng3 OT OUTr 
Kingdoms in former times, and the example of Gads gathers, and our 

People in other Nations, + after mature deliberation re- own Grievous 

ſolved and determined ro enter into a murual and Solemn Sefferings and 
League and Covenant : Wherein we all ſubſcribe, ang each Contendings.) . 
one of us for himſelt, with our hands lifted up to the Moſt Rds _—_— 
High God, do Swear, direc that - 
1. That we ſhall ſincerely,really and conſtantly through. our ciccumfian. 
the Grace of God, endeavour in our ſeyeral places and ca]- <<5 could allow, 
liogs, the, preſervation of the Reformed Religion in the Church of Scoe- 
" land, in DoQrine, Worſhip, Dilcipline,and Government, againſt our 
common Enemies ; The Reformation.in the Kingdoms of England and 
| | Irelang: 


| (48 ) | | 
Treland, in DoQrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government, accord- 
ing tothe Word of God, and the example of the beſt reformed Churches, | 
And ſhall endeayour to bring the Churches of God in the three King- 
doms to the neareſt conjun&ion and Uniformity in Religion,Confeſſion 
of Faith, Form of Church-Goyernment,DireRory for Worſhip and Ca- 
trechizing 3 That we and our poſterity after us, may, as Brethren, live 
in Faith and Love, and the Lord may delight to dwell in the midſt of us. | 
2. That we ſhall in like manner, without reſpect of perſons, endea. 
vour the cxtirpation of Popery, Prelacy, ( that is, Church: goyerment 
by Arch-biſhops, Biſhops, their Chancellours Commiſlaries, Deans, | 
Deans and Chapters, Arch-deacons, and all other Eccleſiaſtical Officers 
depending on that Hierarchy) Superſticion, Herefic, Schiſm, Prophan- 
neſs, and.whatſoever ſhall be found to be contrary to ſound Do@rine, 
and the power of Godlineſs; Leſt we partake in other Mens fins,: 'and 
thereby be in danger to receive of their plagues, and that the Lord may 
beone, and His Name one in the three Kingdoms. Sb 
2. We ſhall with the ſame fincerity, reality and conſtancy, inour ſe- 
veral Vocations, endeayour with our tftares and Lives, mutually ro pres 
ſerye the Rights and Priviledges of the Parliaments, and the Liberties 
* The Civil Ma. Of the Kingdom, And to preſerve and defend F the Kings 
giſtrates Perſon Majeſfties Perſon and Authority, in the preſervation and 
ans Authority. defence of the true Religion, and the Liberties of theKing- 
doms; That the World may bear witneſs with our Conſciences of our 
Loyalty, and that we haye no thoughts or intention to diminiſh his 
juſt power and greatnels. IE 
4. We ſhall alſo with all faichfulneſs endeavour the diſcovery of all 
ſuch as have been, or ſhall be-Incendiaries, Malignants, or evil Inſtru- 
ments, by hindering the Reformation of Religion,dividing + the King 
+ Between the from his People, or one of the Kingdoms from another, 
Magiſtrate and Or making any fattion, or pattiesamongſt the people con- 
Sabje@ts. trary to this League and Covenant. That they may be 
brought to. publick trial, and receive condigue puniſhment, as the de- | \ 
oree of their offences ſhall require or deſerve, or the Supreme Judica- 
rories of both Kingdoms reſpeCtiyely, or others having power - from 
them for that effet, ſhall judge convenient. Fn 
5. And whercas the happineſs of a blefſed Peace between theſe King- 
doms, denied in former rimes to our Progenitors, is by the good Pro- 
+ Was in the Vidence of Gad granted unto , and + hath bcen latel 
dayesof our Fa- concluded , and fertled by both Parliaments, We ſhall 
thersconclu-ed. each one of us, according to our place and intereſt, endea- 
your 
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 diments whatſoever ; And; what'we ate *nora 
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 vour that rey may remain +:conjoyned in afirm Peace & # 4s they were: 
_ Unionto all | 


ofterity, and'tbat-Juſtice may be done upon ***%*- - - 
the wilful Oppoſers thereof,in manner cxpreſled in the precedent Arricle, 
_ 6. We ſhall alſo, according to. our placesand callings in this common 
cauſe of Religion, Liberty, and Peace of. the Kingdoms, afſfiſt and de+ 
fend all thoſe chat enter into this League and Coyenant, in the main- 
taining and purſuing thereof; Andfhall not ſuffer our ſelves direAly or 
indirectly by whatfoever Combination, Perſwaſion or Terrour,.to be 
divided and withdrawn fronr this bleſſed Union and ConjunQion, 
whether to make defe&ion to the' cohtrary part, or to give our ſelyesto 
a deteſtable eines See neutrality in'this cauſe, which ſo much con- 
cerneth .the Glory ot God, . the- good of the Kingdoms, and honour 
4.of the King : Bur ſhall all the dayesof our lives zealouſly + ot the Go- 

and conſtantly continue therein,againſtall oppoſition, and vernmenr. . 
promote the {ame according tg our power, 2gajol all Lets and Impe- 
ble our ſclyes to ſuppreſs 
or overcome, ws ſhall reyeal and make knowny that is may-be timely 


 preyented or remoyed: All which we ſhall dg as in the ſight of God. 


And, becauſe theſe Kingdoms are niky of many fins and provocati- 
ons againſt Sod , and his Son Jeſus Ehri , as Is too manifeſt by our 
preſent diſtreſs and dangers, the fruits thereof, We profeſs and declare 
beforeGod,and theWorld,our unfained deſire to be humbled for our owt 
ſins, and for the ſins of theſe Kingdoms, eſpecially that we haye not, as 
wc ought , valued the ineſtimable- benefit of the Goſpel , that we haye 
not laboured for the purity and power thereof, and that we have not 
endeayoured to receiye Chriſt in our hearts, nor to walk worthy of him 
in our Lives, which are the cauſes of other fins and tranſgreſſions ſo 
much abounding amongſt us, and our true and unfained purpoſc, deſire, 
and endeayour for our ſelyes, and all others under our power 8 charge, 
both in publick and in priyate,in all duties we ow to God and Man,to a- 
mend our lives, and each one to go before another in the example of a 


' real Reformation ; That the Lord may turn away his wrath, and heavy 


indignation, and eſtabliſh theſe Churches and Kingdoms in truth and 
Peace. And this Covenant we make in the preſence of Almighty God 
the Searcher of all hearts, with a true intention to perform the ſame, 4s 
we ſhall anſwer at that great day. when the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be 
diſcloſed; Moſt. humbly beſeeching the Lord to ſtrengrhen us by his 
Holy Spirit for this end, and to bleſs our deſires, and proceedings with 
{ch ſucceſs, as may be II and ſafety to his People, and cn- 

| | coura- 
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couragement i other Chriſtian Churches,groaning under,6r-in danger of 
the yoke of Antichriſtian Tyranny, orto joyn in the ſame or like Af- 
ſociationand Covenant, tothe Glory of God, the enlargement of the 
Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and che:peace and tranquilliry of Chriſtian 
Kingdoms, : and Common-wealths. | | 


Covenants abovewritten,. formerly Nationally Taken and Renewed, and | 
ill Nationally. Binding, We, in 0ur private Station only, Swear and Subs 


ſeribe in their genuine ſenſe, conform 20 the Explication and A>plication there- 

of, in our preſent Acknowledgement of the publick Sins and Breaches 
of che ſame, and Engagement to the Duties contained therein, which 
do in , _ way relate to the preſent times, and ere proper for our capaci- 
#ies tber | : 
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BREACHES or 2222 COVENANT. 
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A'NiD CELL OREA9S es 
A Solemn, Engagement to all the -D{II'TTE'S contained 
therein,gamely -thele which-do ina mare fpecial way 
- relate unto the dangers of theſe times. Anno i689. 


WIE" .rnd every oneofur—by the good hand of God upon us, taking in 
ſerious conſideration, the many {ad aftliQions, and deepdilireffes, * 


wherewith we have been exerciſed for a longtime paſt. And-rememberiog, 


that as the Land, inthedayes of our Fathers, was lore-waſted, with the Sword 4 


and the Peſtilence, and threatned with Famine, for their 'Breaches of .Cove- 


nant ſhortlyafter they firſt enteredinto it. For which, Shame & Concempt was poured: 


out'from the Lord '; agus many thouſandsof our Nation, whenthey did in 
a ſinful way make War upon the Kingdom of Exgland,jntheyear 1648,c01+ 
trary to the Teſtimony ot His Servants,and deſires-of His Peaple,and the 
remnant of that Army returning to this Land,ſpoiled & oppreſed many 
ofthe Faithful, atthat time. 'Andatrer our Fathers in their Solemn Acknowledgement of 
Sins, and Engagement to Duties,. bad confeflrd the guilt of that Malignant ect” . ar 
ODdDil 
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a LO EY MIC ; 
obligedibernſetves for the ſuture, never avy mote-cs- conniveyt, comply with; or coune- = 
nahce-Malignancy g LC A AC ns ry pt of, theſeabomigations: 
And upon terms deſtruQtive totbe Nationsand Churches yt diſhonoutabletoGod;and 
prejudicial toPoſterity,eccepted their mock Repentavce,and acmitied Malignantsto. places 
of Power and-Truft: And by a precipirant Treaty at Brede with tbe bead of thettf Chartes 11. 
brovght bim.over and madebimKing., upon hismock- ſubſctiption of the Govenene, not- 
withſtanding h& bad given manifeſt diſcoveries of his Treacheryand /Enmity to Religion:and 
Liberty, jnbis/Commiſſionating Femes Grehaw to invadetbizKingdem,in tbemesy time-of 
the Treaty; Whereby Gcp was mocked, his Chureb cheated, and the State betrayed. And 
then a woful defection and diviſion was cauſed ; and carried on, by theProniotersand A. 
berters of: the Publick Reſolmions; who , notwithſtanding the Malignant Party was 
ſtill numerous, and retaihing their former Principles, waited for arr of 
portunity-to raiſe a new and dangetous War ,, not only to the tendi 

of the bowels of this Kingdom, but unto the dividing them *ffom Evg- 
land , and oyerurning of the Work of God in alt the three Kingdorns; 
did yet intertain and encourage them intheir Armies. For which breaches of Covenant, the 
an {the Lcxpwasevidently ſeento ſmcke againſt the Land; which, after the Defeatat 
D and at Worcefler, was brought in ſubjeAion to the. Engliſh, for ſeveralyears. Soin 
proceſs of time, callingto mind how the Malignants,. again recovering. power and reſtored 
to the Goyernment , were ſuffereg peaceably attbeir own. pleaſure and leaſureto overturn. 
the Glorious Work of our Cevenented Reformation, and to cut down thecaryed work. of the 
Houſe of our Gop, 'a$it were with Axes and Hammers, by reſcinding all the Aftsand Laws 
made in fayours thereof,and to reintreducethe abjured yokes of 4xti-chriflien Prelacy, Ereflian 
—— and Abſolue Tyraxnxy ; Which, through our ſinful and ſcandalous Complyance 
thetewi:h, have been fo'far advanced, thatthere wanted/little to the re-eftabliſtiment of 
Pofery it ſelfintheſe Lands, ' Havingitalſo t memory, what indignitieshave been 
done to our Coyenants,in not only breaking] Rem,and declaring them void andof noforce,& 
enaQing the breackesofthem, and abjuring ofthem, but in burning them, and makiogie 
a capital Crime toowntherm. Which horrid yiolations and villanies baye been generally 
complyed with, or connived at withoutcontrol. For which, we cannot but acknowledge 
and adorethe Righteouſneſs ofthe Lonp, in giving us up unto,and fuffering us long tohoul 
under many miſeries and calamities of grafſant Tyranny., Oppreflion, Perſecution, and 
Murdering, violence, theſe Eightand Twenty. years; Whereby the Land hath been reduced 
almoſtro defolation.. And conſidering alſo, that a cloud of calamities do 
ſill hang over our heads, and tareaten us with ſad things to come, we 
cannot but look upon thele, things as from the Lord , who is righteous 
in all his wayes, feeding us with, the bread of tears, and making us to 
drink the waters of afflition, untitwvg be taught. to know how cvil and 
bitter a thing it isro depart away from' him, by breaking the Oath and 
Covenant which we had made with Him, and that we may be humb- 
led before Him, by confefling of our fin , and forſaking the evil of our 


wa . F \ 
| Sherelors being preſſed with ſo great neceſſities and ſtraits, .and- wat- 


ranted by the word of God, and having the example of Gods Pcople of 
olg, who in thetime'of their — when they were to _ de- 
| 2 ivery '. 
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livery, anda.right way for themſelves , thatthe Lord might -be with 
-them to proſper them,; did humble themſelves before Him, and make 
a free and particular confeffion of the ſins of their Princes, cheir Rulers, 
their Captains, their Pricſts, and their People : And did engage, them- 
{elves to do no more (o,but to reform-their wayes, and be ſtedfaſt in His 
Covenant. And remembring the pra&ice of our Predecefſors, in the 
year 1596. wherein the General Aſſembly and all che Kirk Judicatories, 
with the concurrence of many of the Nobiliry, Gentry , and Burgeſ(- 
ſes, did with many tears acknowledge before God , the breach of 
the National Covenant, and engaged themſelves' into a Reformati- 
on , . Even as. our Predeceflors and theirs had before done , in 
the General Aſſembly and. Convention of. States, in the year 1 56 7, 
Andthe morerecent praQtice of the Godly renewing the National Covenant,.and Acknowledg. 
ingthe breaches of it , both befote they obtained Authority for it, in the year 16:8, And 
agzin by Authority, intheyear 1639. And that noble Precedent of that National Solemn 
Acknowledgement of Publick Sins. and Breaches of the Solemn League and Covenant, and 


Solemn Engagement to all the Duties contained therein (which we are here enlarging) conde- 
fcended upon by the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly ,. approven by the Committe of 


Eſtates, and publickly ownedin all the Churches, at the renewing of the Solemn- League, 


«1x0 1648. and 1649, Together with the Solemn Renovation thereof, accompanied with 
ſuch confefſion of Sins as did ſuit thattime, yet freſhin our memories, by that ſmall Army 
ofthe Loxps People, at Laxerk, before their diſcomfiture at Pentland-bills, And per- 
ceiving that this Duty, when gone about eut of Conſcience, hath very 
often been attended with a-reviving out of troubles, and with a Bleſſing 
and Succeſs from Heaven : We do humbly and ſincerely, as in His 
ſight who is the ſearcher of hearts, Acknowledge the many fins , and 
great tranſgreſſions of the Land: We haye done wickedly, our Kings, 
our Princes, our Nobles, our Judges, our Officers, our Teachers, and 
our- People. AJbeir the Lord bath long 2nd clearly ſpoken unto us, we 
haye not hearkned unto His voice: Albeir He hath followed us with 
tender metcics ,. we have not been allured to wart upon Him, and walk 
in His way : And tho He hath flricken us,yet we have not grieved : Nay, 
tho He hath conſumed us, we have refuſed to receive carreftion, We 
have not remembred to. render unto the Lord according to. His good- 
neſs, and according to our Vows and Promiſes; But have gone away 
backward , by a continued courſe of backfliding. And have moft fioſully 
and ſhameſully broken. the National Covenant, and all che Articles of. the So- 
lemn League and Covenant, which our Fathers ſwore before God, An- 
gels and Men. Y | p 
- Albeit there bein the Land ſome of all ranks, who be for a Teſti 
mony to the Truth, and for a name of Joy and Praiſe unto Beard, 
_ T ; " y- 
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by living Godly, ſtudying to keep their Garments pure, and-being 
ſtedfaſt in the Covenant and Gauſe of Godz Yer we have reaſon to ac- 
knowledge that moſt of us haye not endeayoured with that reality, fin- 
cerity, and conſtancy, that did become us, topreſerve the work of Res 


formation in the Kirk of Scotland, As we are obliged by the 1. carticle of the $0. 
lemn League and Covenagt,” and bythe National Covenant, wherein we Promiſe and Swear 
* by the Great Name of the Lord our'God, that we ſhall continue inthe obedience of the 
_ © Dottrine and Diſcipline of this Kick, and ſhall defend the ſame accordingto our Yocation! 
* and Power alt the dayes of our Lives, under the pains contained inthe Law, and danger 
© both of Body and Sou), inthe day of Gods fearful Judgement; And reſiſt all contrary Er- 
*rorsand Corruptions, according toour Vocations, and the uttermoſt of that power Gop- 
_ <hathputin curbands, all thedayes of ourlite: According to theſe Scriptures, Exre 9, 10: 
Iſa. 24. 5. Jer. 9. 33 Dax: 7 25. Gal. 5; 1, 1 Tim. 4. 16. 2Tim. 1, 13. Rev. 3, 
10, 11. But wehavebeenſo tar from ſuch endeavours,. that we bave ſtupidly ſubmmicted 
to our Rulers and great Ones breaking down and oyerturningthe whole Work of Reforma. 
tion, raz't; the Bulwarks thereof, reſcinding the Laws infavours oftheſame, and not one 
ly breaking, but burningthe Covenants for preſerving it, enaCting the Breaches thereof, and 
declaring the Obligationthereof void, and criminal tobe owned ;;And upon the ruines thereof 
| ſettiegup abjured Dioceſan, Erraſtian Prelacy, withits concomitant bondage of Patronages, 
a Blaſphemous Szcrilegious Supremacy, and Arbitrary Power inthe Magiſtrate, over Church: 
and State, Wemadelittle conſcience of conſtant endeavours topreferyethe Reformation, 
' When we did not in ſeaſon teftifie againſt thoſe audacious and Heaven-daring Attempts: 
Whenour Miniſters were by a wicked Edit ejeted from their Charges, both they and the 
people tooeaſily complyed withit. And albeit in the National Covenant we'ate obliged: 
© todefend this Reformation,and tolahour by all means lawful torecover the Purity and Lie 
© berty ofthe Goſpel,by forbearing tbe praftiſes of all Novationsintroducedin the Worhip of. 
«Gop; or approbation of the Corruptions of the Publick Government of the Kirk. ; Yet 
we gaveall the approbationrequired by Law of the Novation,and corruption of Prelacy,by 
hearingthe Prelarick Curates. We and our Tcachers ir} a great meafare.complyed. with, 
ſubmitted unto, and connivyed at the encroachments of the Supremacy and Abſolute Power,, 
both in Accepting and Countenancing the former Indulgences, and the late Tolleration. 
We havetaken, and ſubſtribed Oaths and Bonds, all which have been inipoſed thefe 
Twenty Eight years, for preſſing Conformity with the preſent Eſtabliſhments of Church and' 
State, have been contrary unto the Reformation we ſwore'to preſerve” : Some of them re» 
Araining us from all endeavours to preſerveit, asthoſe that renounced the Priviledge of De- 
. fenſive Arms :: Some of them Abjuring the Covenantsexprefly, and condemning the pro- 
ſecution ofthe endsofthem,, as Rebellion, viz. The Declaration and Tefl, Webave Iſ{achar- 
\ like, couched under all burdens, inmaintaining anddefendingan Arbitrary Power, and Ab, 
ſolute Tyranny, wholly imployed and applied for the deſtruftion ef rhe. Reformation, and' 
paying ſuch Subſidies and Supplies as were declaredly impoſed for upholding of Tyrants U. 
ſurpations, and ſuppreſſing allendeavours to preſerve the Reformation. We haye not con-- 
tantlyendeayoured to maintain the Doftrine of this Reformed Church : Many of our Mi. 
niſſetshavein ſinful filenceſurceaſed from beariag witneſs ro ſome perſecuted Truths, and” 
from applying their Doftrine to the fins and corruptions of the Times';- Whereby miany of 
the People have been overcome with ſnares, andleſt toſeekand maintain other Principles 
tozeſtifie their praftices of complyance, or extravagance on theright and left hand, nor 
nſiftent with the Dofrines and Rules of the-Church of Scotlaxd : Others of us have been 


co F . - »- 
ipnopant of the DNofrines, not-conſtant.in conteiſing them before men, when called ro: 
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ſufſerfor and avouch them; Hypacriticaly in profeſiiog them  Vithour a-ſuitable practice 
rnb po, Pak Tyne or Bok Oo povet heme: by, Proxy 
Controverted, chan the Fundamental and PraQtical Truchsof Chriſtianity. Wehavecome 
ſhortin Real, Sincere and" conftant endeavoncs to preferve the Worſhip of Goo , Pablick 
and Private : Many. of our. Miniſters have left-off Preaching, and the People hieariog, in 
times of hazard : We bave been negligent and remi(s.in Family- Worſhip ; And in fiead of 
preſerving it, many of us have done much;to diſcourage and' hinder it, in ſome Families s 
Andin ſecret Worſhip we bave been Formal and <areleſs, Many bave ſatisfye 


themſclyes with the Purity of the Ordinances, neglefting the Power . 


thereoſ; yea, ſome haye turned afideto crooked wayes, deſtruQtive ta 
both. We baye not been careful to preſerve the Diſcipline and Government, Church 
Genſures being laid aſide , and not impartially exerciſed againſt Scandals Perſonal and 


publick.: Scandalous perſons being admitted tohold up their.Children to Baptiſm,  andte 


the Communion of the LoxpsTable, andother priviledges ofthe Church, without refpe& to 
the Rules of Chriſt, or conſtitution of this Church: And many of us have been untender in 
giving, intaking, and removing Offences, without obſerving the Rules and Ordeg of Chriſt; 
And ſomeinclining ſometimes to wayes tending either tothe diflolucionof all Diſcipline, ot 
Uſurpationofan Independent or Popular way of exerciſing it. And whereas, inthe ſame 
ficlt Ariicle of the Solemn League, weare bound to endeavour the prometing aud propagating of 
the Reformation, aud Uniformity in Religion, Confefion of Feich, Forms of Ckurch Government 
(which as it was primarly underſtood, ſoftill we owne to be only Presbyterial) Direfory for 
Worſhip aud Catechiſing; According to Scripture, Iſs. 19. 18. Fer. 32. 39. Zech. 14. 9, 


AF. 2. 46. 1 Cor. 7. 17. Fhil. 3. 16. Gal. 6. 16, Yet, as our Fatbers bad reaſon to 


complainthat The profane, loole and inſolent Carriage of many in their 
Armies who went to the affiſtance of our Brethren in Englend, and the 
tamperings and unſtraighe dealings of ſome Commiſſioners,and others of 
our Nation, in Londoy, the Iſle of Fight, and other places of that Kings 


dom, bad proved, great Lets tothe Work of Reformation, and ſetling - 
of Kirk Government there, whereby Error and Schiſm in that Land had” 


been encreafed, and SeQaries hardened in their way. So much more inour 
day, weare-obliged toconfeſs the Offenſiye Carriage and Conyerſationot many, that have 
gone to England, who baye proven very ſtumbling tothe Seftarians there; Andalſotbetam- 


Peringy of others, in patching upan Union and Communion with them, without a Teſtimony 


again(t their way: And ontheother band, wehaye had little Zeal in our endeayours after 
ſachanUniformity ; Little praying forit ;And little mourning for the obſtrutions of it ; Yea 


of late, many have embtaceda Toleration, introduQive ofa Seftarian multiformity of Re- = 


ligions, without ſo:much asa Teſtimony againſt the Toleration of Popery it ſelf, 

Inthell. Article: Weare bound, without reſpeQt of perſons, toendeavour the extirpa- 
tion of Popery, conform tothe, National Covenant, where we are bound *©* to abhor and 
© deteſt all kind of Papiſtry, in general and particular beads, evenasthey arenow damned 
© and confurted by the Word of God,and Kick of Scotland. Likeas, many Ats of Parliament 
** not only in general,do abrogateall Laws, Statutes and Conſtitutions made in prejudice of 
©*the true Religion, and En orak, or of the true Kitk Difcipline, JurisdiQion-and 
© Freedomthereof, orin fayours of the Popiſh Idolatry and Superſtition; But inſpecial, do 
** conſtitute, ena, ratifieand aproye, many Penal Statutes againſt Papiſts: Which are 
founded upon Divine Precepts and other Scriptures, Ex0d.- 23, 32, 23, Exod, 34. 12, 13s 
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Debt. | F3. throughout. Fudg. 2. 2, Zech. x3. 2, a Tim. &, yp; 2, 3. 2 Theſſ. ry 7, 
| 12. Rev. 17. $5, 16. Rov. 18. 4, 5, 6. Yet, alas! We have been ſo defeQiye in this, 
that, upon the contrare, the Landhath been polluted again with Idolatrous Meſſes ; "Alters, 
and other Monuments haye been ſuffered tobeagain ereted; Penal Starutes have been ſo 
far from being executed againſt Papiſts, thatthey have been by Arbitrary and Abſolute Pow- 
er, ſtopped, tuſpended, and diſabled by the Toleration, 'in its own naturetending, and 
in exdetign intended tointroduce _— and'Slayery ; Yet this hath been accepted and ad- 
drefſed for, by many Miniſters, and countenanced, complyed; and concurred'with, by 
| many People, without a Teſtimony; orendeavour to withſtand it. Yea the Adminiſtration of 
theGovernment, & greateſtOffices of Power and Truſt, hath been committed to, & pertnitted 
toabide inthe hands of Papifts: And the Head ofthemn, 6c great Pillar & Promoter of Popery, 
Fewes the 716. bath been owned as King contrary tothe Laws of God and Man, whichinca- 
pacitatehim ; And Covenant obligations; without reſpe@t of perſons, to extirpate Papiſts. 
Andall ofus have badtoo little Zeal or Indignation againſt, or fear of the manifeſt appear- 
ancesof the coming inofPopery, and intended Eſtabliſhment of it inthe Land; And tittle 
ferious Wreſtling for the ruine and fall of Babylon, and that the Lord would divide and'over- 
turn the Buildersand Supporters thereof. Many, onthe contrary, have prayed forBleſhngs 
to the Perſon and Government ofa Papiſt on the Throne, 'the chieteſt Supporter ofitin thete 
Eands, Inlikemanner, We were bonnd ©* T6 exdeevenr the Extirpation of Prelacy, that 5r, 
Church Government by Areb-biſhops, Biſhops, their Chancellours, and Commiſſaties,  Dtans,Deans 
&* Chapters, Arch deacons. and all other Eccleſiaſtical Officers depending 02 that Hizvaychy; 'Azin the 
National Gouenant,** toabhor and deteft the Antiokriftian wicked Hierarchie;and to forbear 
* the praQtice ofall Novarions, and approbation of the Corrogrony of the publick Goyern- 
* ment ofthe Kirk, as heipg contrary tothe Article of the forſaid Confeſſion, "to the inten- 
i** tion &meaning of the bleſſed Reformers of Religionin this Land;and to As of Parliament 


| * inſert there,and ſenſibly tending to the re-eſtabliſhing of the Popiſh Religionagd Tyranny; 


*« & tothe ſubverſion and ruine of the true reformed Retigion, 6 of our Liberties, Laws, & 
' Eftates, Which Articts concerning Prelacy being referred to the General Aſſembly ,was deter- 
niined and'declared Unlawful,as being clearly condemned in the Word of Ggd. Math. 20. 25. 
26, Luk, 22, 25, 26, ABR. 20. 17. 28, 1 Pet. 5. 3. 3 Fob. 9. - Yet we laverbcen fo 
tar from paying theſe our Vows, that Prelacy bath beenby wicked Law-eftabliſhed, andin 
ſtead of Extirpation, ' bath been ſubmittedunts, 'and complied with by us; And inevidence 
thereof, azit was required by wicked and Arbitrary Laws, we heard, and received Ordi- 
nances diſpenſed by the intruding Curats, and payed them Stipendsand Emolyuments,exaQ- 
ed for upholding that which we were bound toextirpate, And nat only ſo, but many. did 
bind and oblige themſelves, by Subſcription, Promiſe, 'or Oath, to be ordivary Church- 
members of the Prelatical Church : Andall ofus, even-thd we'did' ffandata diftance' from, 
2ndwitnefled againſt that FaQion ; yerwe became very remifs in our Zeal, and fliack'in our 
Prayers againſt Prelacy. 1 nſtead of endeayours to extirpate-Superſiition.avd Hereſle , a3 
weare bound by the ſame Article ofthe Solemn League,and - the. National Covenant, © to 
* Jeteſt all Superſtitionsand Hereſies, without, or againſtthe Word of God, =n{ Dottriie 
© of this reformed Kirk ; According rothe Scriptures,. Deut. 12. 30, 31,32. AR. 17. 22. 
Gal. 4. 10. Gel:s. 20. Col '2. 20, 21, 23. Tit. 3. 10. Yetinthedarkneſs of theſe times, 
many dregs of Popiſh Superſtition have b-en obſerved, many Omens and Freets, to much 
looked to ; Popilh Feflival-dayes, av Paſth;Yule;Faſlens-even. Ke. have beenkeptby many; 
And Prelatical qnwiverſary-dayes and Feſtivities deviſed of their own heart, .appointed for 
Commemoratingthe Kings Birth-dayes, '23 May 29. and Oflober 14. &&c. who were born as 
aScourge tothis Realm, have been complyed with by many. Yes ſome have ſyperftitiouſly | 
tade uſe ofthe Scriptures, a8 3 Fortune-ook, looking 10 that which was firſt caſt up to 
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them, ortolmprefſionsborninupon their minds, from ſuch and ſuch parts of Scriptare, as 
Divine Reſponſes, w:th out a due ſearch ofthem, azthe Lotd hath commanded., And, ma- 
'ny wavering and unftable, haye been-ſeduced into damnable and pernicious Herefies, as | 
Saxkers; anddelicious deluſiontotſuch as tollowed Zobn Gibb. All which have been Breach» 


od , | 
es of Coyenant, as wellas Divine Tommands: [Yet Hereſies of all kinds have been Tolerated, 


| yeaencouraged inourday, withouta witneſs againſt them from many; Moreover, weate 


boundin our Covenant, to oppcſe & extii pate Schifm on the one hand,as well as Defeion on 
the other; The Scripture makes thisa great fin, Rom. 16.17. 1Cor.11.18. 1Cor.12.25.Heb, 1 2, 
25. Jud, v. 19, Yeti, as many by deteCtion, bothin complyance with Prelacy andEraſti. ( 
aniſm, bave broken the Churches Beauty and Bands, Order and Union, inmaking a Faftion. 
repugnant toher eſtabliſhed Order, and Cenſurable by all her ſtanding Ads, in bringin in 
Noyations in rhe Government, and making arent in the Bowels of the Church, by ens 
Diviſionsand Offences, contraretothe Doftrine ofthe Church,haye made themſelyesguilty © 
. ' of Schiſm : So,others on the'other band, have, upon ſlenderandinſuf. | 
*Meaning,luch ficient grounds, ſeparate, bath from * Miniſters, from Chriſtian So. | 
Miniſters as pit and an = becauſe of differences in judgement, inincident 
: ebates, not neceſſary ner material, nor wherein the Teſtimony of 
were moſt faith- Chriſt was much concerned, or becauſe of perſonal Offences, ak 
fal and zealous, removed ; Not obſervingthe Rules of Chriſt for remoying them, ror 
preached in the haviogreſpe&troHisgreat Commands of Charity, Forbearance, For. 
Fields. and were &'Ving ooh Any oe poteltenoongy: And, between divided par. 
ties. whichin eur day, bavelong been byting and deyouring one anos 
nor char geable ther, there bath been too much, both of ſinful Union and CIOS 
= Jy 
with DefeFtion intermes ptejudicial to Truth and Duty, onthe one hand ; and of fin» 
and Comply- - wes Lauryn Jeuloutn Dade, Paige end Prejudices, on , 
. 5. theother hand; grieving the Spirit of Gop, andeatingup the Pow 
ance gen and much hindering the boly Praftice and Spiritual Excceiſe of Re. 
muics 3 rom *1;gion. And too muchalſoof _ diſcords among Brethren, and 
whom {ome {e- promoting our contentions by too credulous and fedulous taking up, & 
parate, as fohn ſpreading reports and reproaches one of another, What ſhall we ſay ?} 
Gibb,and others We have been ſo far from endeavouring the extirpatis 
| on of Profanneſs(anotberevil engaged againſt inthe Covenant and 
condemnedinthe Word of God, Det. 29.19. Fob, 21. 14. Fer.23 15 Exekz2 26.Hoſ.4. 1,2,3, 
Aeb.12.15. 6) that Profanity -hath been much winked ar, and profane 
perlons much countenanced, and many rimes employed,until Iniquity 
& Ungodlinck hath gone over the face ofthe Land asa flood: Nay tuffi- 
Cicnt care hath not been had,to ſeparate betwixt the preciousand the vile, 
by debarring trom the Sacrament all ignorant and ſcandalous perſons, 


according to the Ordinances of this Kirk. And bence it hath cometo paſs, that 
Profanity beginning at the Court and corrupt Clergy, and deſcending from them like a flood, 
hathoverſpreadthe whole Land ; Sothat the greateſt part by far, may rather becalled Chil. 
dren of Sodom, then of a land ſolemnly in Covenant with Gop : And ſofar have we been 
from roeting out whatſoever is contrary to ſound DoQrine and the power 
of Godlineſs , leſt wepartake of other mens ſins, and be in danger to receive of theit 
plagues, that we have maintained mnch unſound Doftrine'in the Arguments which we uſed' 


for defence of our courſes of complyance with Prelacy and Eraftianiſm, and walking willingly 
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afterthe Commandmen's of Men: Andchoſe; among others, unſound Notions have beew 
intertained among us ; That leſſer axd circumſtantial Truths ave not to be ſuffered for 5 Thut cog- 
feffponof theſe Truths hath not been called for in onr dey ; That People are n#t in -buyard of ihe 
far of oibers, eſpecielly Magiflrates uud Miniſtivs; if they do not diref8ly AG the ſame (ins them- 
ſelves ; contrary to expreſs and plain Scriptures, ' 2 Saws, 21."1;''2 Sam, 24:17. 2 Kings nr. 
11, 12. Lev. 10,6. 1ſci. 43. 27, 28, Fer: 14.15, 16. Micah 3.11, x2. Whence both Mini. 
ſters and People have been inyolved in the ſins of Prelacy, lndulgenceand Tolleration, 
thinking theſe only the figs'of Prelates, and of Uſurping Rulers, while they yeelded all the 
Conformity with them, fubmiſfionto them, and approbation of them, that was required 
by wicked Laws. Ontheother hand, many'of us hays reſted too much is Nog-comply. 

ance with theſe, andhavingafort of Godlifie(, burnegleRing the power thereof. 

In the Third Ariicle, whereas we are bound in*out'feyeral Vocations. 'Ts exdrevoar with 
our Eflates and Lives, mutually topreſerve the Rights aud Privitedges of Parliament, and Liberties 

' of the Kingdows, meaning true real and righteous Priviledges and Liberties, conſonanttothe 

Word of God, Deut. 1. 13, Deut. 16. 16. Iſs. 1, 26, © Likeasall Liedgesare bound by 

«© the Lawsofthe Land, inſertinthe National Coveiiae, tomaintain'rhe Authority of Par. 

'<Jiaments, without which,neitheranfLaws, or lewful Judicatories can beeſtabliſhed: Yor, 

_ aSout Fachersfound reafon to cowplain;thHeirhe had the Priviedges ofthe Par. 

'liaments and Libertics of the*ubjedt been, dutly rendered; but ſome a- 
monsſt them had labouted to par into'the hands of 'the King an Arbitrary 

and Unlimiced Power deſtrufive'to both, and many of thembad' been 

thoſe means and wayes whetchy the freedom and ptivi- 
ammo has beet eeFonched updn, and the bjes op: 
d it their Conlciences,/ Pctfons 'and Eſtates; $0, inour day; fince chis 

- Tong tra&tof Tyranny began, t yehad rather rhie namie and ſhew, than the real Pow- 
er and _ of lawſull by conſticate Patliaments, fince they adyanced the Regal Pre« 
rogativetoſuch a boundleſs pitch of  Abſoluteneſs; Being ſo corrupted, that faithful Men, 

_ and honeſt and honourable Patsciats have beenexcluded, and thoſe admitted for conftituent 
Members, that by the Law of Gbn and Man ſhould hay& been debarred, And ſo prelimi- 

| ted, thatthe Members behooyed'to take fach Oathe, for inftance the Declaration and Tefl, 
a, \xy condemning the Covenarits, ae gaged them to be/perjured and/conjured E- 
nemies both to our Religion and Liberty; Which was Gnfully complyed with , both by 

| theEleors of Parliamemt-Members, and by the Elefted. Yet the body of the Land did not 
make conſcience of endeayouring the recovery of theſe Rights and Priviledges ſoperverted 

* and polluted. Whence nothing could flow from theſe Fountains ſo poyſoned, but injuſtice 
and oppreſſion; Andin ſtupid ſubmiſhon did own theſe for their Repreſentatives who be- 

' erayed their Liberties, and made Laws to enſlayethe Nation; and entail Slaverie on the 
Poſterity, Ontheother band, wethat diſowned them did not mind the Duty of preſerving 
theſe Rights and'Priviledges of Supreme Judicatories, when inadyertently and unadyiſed- 
I we put inſuch Expreſſions and Stiles in ſome of our Declarations , that do not belong to 
private Perſons, but toſuch Judicatories. Again, the Subjefs Liberties, Civil and Religious, 
both as Men and as Chriſtians, which the Scriptures allow we ſhould preſerye, 1 Sem? 14: 

' 45: Abs 22: 25: Aﬀs25: 11, 16, 27, Gal: 5. 1. have been miferably encroached on by Ar. 
birrary Government, whereby the Subjefts have been oppreſſed in their Couſciences, Perſons, and E- 

| fates, by all the Oaths and Bonds preſſing Conformity w.th theſe Cor:uptions, Novations,and 

'"Uſurpations inthe Goveroment of Church and State; Andperſecations for Recuſancy, and 

© byimpoſitions onthe Natural freedom of ſecret thoughts, which nolaw of Man canreach, 
Yet in our day «xtorted by threatnings of Torture and Death, iftbey were not diſcoveredin 

: H Anſwer, 


TETRIS ©. 4 6 - : 
Anſwers toour perſecuters impertinent queſtions, - In all which impoſitions on onr Liber- 
ties-asmeni, we have too ſtupidly couched .ynder all burdens, and complyed with them. 
- The Churches Libecties have alſo. been invaged. by, the Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy ,. dechcred 
by a Blatphemous Law inberent.in he Crown-..and by an Abſolute Power, . whichall-were 
required to obey/Without reſerye , which are horrid eacroachments on the .incommuni- 
Cable Prerogetives-of JEHOVAH, and His CHRIST as onlyKingand Head of His Church, 
And yet theſe have been, eſtabliſhed jand bomologated by our ſeveralinvolyements in the ſin 
of Prelacy, anditsattending Patronages, robbing the Church. of the Liberty of eleion of 
Paſtors; Indujgence and Tollecation, to4be:prejudice. of, and without a Witneſs for the 
Churches Liberties. In that ſame Article, we are bound alſo to preſerve and defend the ſus 
preme Magiſtrates Yerſon and. Authority, iv-the preſervation «nd defence of the true Religion aud 
Liberties of the. Kingdoms. As in. the National Covenant is expreſſed likewiſe, ** todefend bis 


. **Perſon and. Authorizy, in the defence of Chriſt his Eyangel, Liberties of our Country , 


<Miniſtration of Juſtice and puniſhment of iniquity-;; and Rand to his defence, in the de- 
** fence and preſervation of thefoxefaidtrue Religion, Liberties and Laws of the Kingdom; 


As the Duty.is qualified in Scriptures, 2:Sam:; 5:3: A ings 17! 1 Kings 12: 16: 2 Chyon:. 


263 16, 21; Row: 13: 3, 42 4,Pet: 2:14. Butazour;Fathersin their acknowledgement bad 
ceaſonto ſay, Neither hath it been.ourccare to.ayoid theſe things which 
might harden the King in his evil. way z. But upon the Contrary, he 
hath not only been permitted, but.many, of us haye been Inſtrumental 
of Religion and;ot.the Coyenant, and. of. the Peace and Satery of theſe 


| Kingdoms ; Which is ſs far;from, the Tight way, of preſerving his Ma- 
jeſties Perlon and Ann that it Lb 2, bur provoke the Lord a- 


'to make him exerciſe Cope in many hinge tending to the prejudice 


-gainſt him, unto the hazard of both; Nay, under a pretence of reliey- t 


ing and doing for the King,* whilſt he refules to do what was neceſſary 
for the Houſe of God, ſome haye ranverſed and violated moſt of allthe 

Articles of the Covenant. ..- S0,; inqur. unbappy dayes, itisour Sin, Shame and Sor- 

. row,  thatwe have had todo with menmounted ona Throne of iniquity, that have been ſub- 
verting Religion-and Perſecuting it , deſigning to: introduce Poperie it ſelf, and 

Slaverie , Deſtroying our Liberties,  Suppreſling the Evangel , and Oppreſling its 

Profeſſors, Enafting and Executing manifeſt Injuſtice , ſtoping the Miniſtration of 

Juſtice againſt Idolaters , . Adulterers, Murderers. ,. and..other Malifaftors, and 

andpuniſhing Equity and. Duty inſtead of iniquity M -arcogating and obtaining 2a Monſtrous 

Prerogative aboye all Rights and Priviledges of Parliament , all Laws. all Liberties, a 

power to Tyrannize as be lifts without control. © But, asit was our Fathers ſin to inaugurate 

chelateKing, after ſuch diſcoveries of bis Hypocritical emnity to Religion and Liberty, up- 

on hisſabſcription of the Covenant ; So, wh:nhe burnt and buried that Covenant , and 

_ degenerate into manifeſt Tyrannie, and had razed the very foundation upon which both his 
Rightto govern, and the Peaples Allegiance were founded, ; and remitted the Subje&s 

Allegiance by.anouliing the Bond of it.z We ſinnedinconjinuing till to own his Autharity,, 

when oppoſite toand deſtruRiveof Religion, and Liberty. And many in ſwearing the Oath 

of Allegiance ( including alſo the. Supremacy, with the boundleſs Prerogatives) without any 

Reftritiahs or Qualifications, when all the Authaxity be bad was engaged and exertedin 

a Rebellion againſt Gop, forgetting, foregoing and diſowning theſe Limitation»in the Co- 

yegant ; Andin puttinginbis latereſt ( with the Application of the words of the Coyenant 
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bi 5 ſtated inoppoſitiontoit) inthe Rate of the quarrel, i | T 
Co rd Pork ridge, Ihr Which iDhLo Ver Ta ur Decmarlegy of war 
our Armies. - ' Agaih We deſice to cobfeſt add mourn oyerthisas the ſiniof'the Land, and 
breach of Covenant «: thatthe Dukegf York hathbegn admitted tothe. exerciſe of the Royal 
Office, ' againſt the Laws af Gop and man, .beiog incapable jof the Coyenants qualifications 
of a Magiſtrate, and, being a Papift, 'incapable of tiking the Oath of Corengtion, to main- 
rain the True Proteſtant Religion, and aboliſh and gainftand Popery ; 'whith; for the preſet- 
vation of the true Religion, Laws and Liberties-of this Kingdom, is ſtatute. by the 's 48 
Parlz 15K: Fam: 6: That all Kingsat the Receptionoftheir Prificely Authority, ſhalltake and 
ſwear. ' Yet his Authority, th6 inconſiſtent with; sdnddeclaredly oppoſite t0 Religionand 
Liberty, hath been owned and upheld, by paying the' Ceſs and Suppties expreſiyexaRted for 
maintaining Tyrannie in the deſtruftion of Religion and+ Liberty. - + 41s >; 
Our own Conſcitences within, and Gods Judgements-upon us withour, 
do convince us of the manifold wilful renewed Breaches of 'the Fourth 
Article, which concerneth the. diſcovery of Malignants. z conſonant to the 
Scriptures 5 2 Sam: 23:6: Efther7: 5,62 ſal: 26: 5, 6; Pſal: 101: $:;Prov: 253 :5: Fortheir 
Crimes haye not only been-connived-at ,-bur diſpenſed with-'and -par- 
doned, and themſelyes received into mntimate'Fellowſhip---— and: en- 
truſted with------ Countels, admitted into«-----Parliaments , and put 'in 
thority for managing the publick Afairs. of 
the Kingdom, whereby in Gods Juſtice, they-got atlaſt-into:their hands 
the whole power and Strength of the Kingdom, borh -in Judicatories 
and Armies; and did imploy the lame unto the enaQing and proſecut- 
ing an unlawful Engagement in War againft the Kingdom of England. 
Notwithſtanding of the diſcent of many confiderable Members' of Par- 
lament, who had given conſtant proof of their integrity in'the Cauſe, 
from the beginning; Of many faithful Teſtimonies , and free Warn- 
ings of the Servants of God ;_of the Supplications of many Synods, Preſ- 
byteries and Sbiresz And the Declarations of the General Aſſembly and their 
Commiſſioners ro the Contrary; Which Engagement, as it was the 
Caule of much Sin, ſoalſo of much Miſerie and Gals ity unto this Land, 
and held forth. the; grieycouſnels of our ſin Ap nas eg with.Malig- 
nants, in the greatneſs of our Judgement, that we-may beraught never 
to ſplit: again upon the ſame Rock, upon which the Lord hath ſer fo 
Remarkable a beacon. And after all that is come to paſs unto us, be- 
cauſe of tais our treſpaſs; And after that Grace bath been ſhewed unto 
our Fathers, andus. onceandagain, from the Lord our .Ged 5 by breaking 
theſe Mens Yoke fronvoff their, and our necks, and ſometimes deliverirg '6ur 
Fathersſofar fromtheir in({ultiogs, that, He put, chem: tnto.a Capacity to Act for 
the goodof Religion, their own ſafery,.and the Peace and ſafety of the 
Kingdom, ſhould they and' we again break his Commandment and Co- 
| , Wo Yenant, 
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'Fenant , by joyning once mote with the People of theſe Abominations 


and taking into our boſome thoſe Serpents, - which had formerly ſtung. 


us almoſt ancodearh. This, as ir would argue great madneſs and folly 
upon our part; .So, no doubt, if 'ic be not ayoided , will proyoke the 
Lord againſt us to Conſume us, until there be no remnant, nor elcaping 
in the Land. Many times bave webeen warned of the Sin of Complyance with Malig- 
nants, both by faithful InſtruRtions, and fatherly Corre&ions from the Lord; Yetafter all 
thefe Puniſhments, and afterall theſe Meccies, in mitigatingtheſe Puniſhments, Webaye 
agin joyned with the People of thefe Abominations. ' The Lordis Righteous, for weremain yet 
eſcaped, atitis this day: Bebold we are before Him in 08r Treſpeſſes, and we cannot flaxd before Him, 
becauſe of thx. Theſe Incendiaries, Malignants, andevil Inſtruments, made many grievous 
Encroachments, and prevailed much in the pod; Fe our Fathers; But not without diflent, 
Teſtimonies, Warnings, and Declarationsto the Contrary: But, in our unhappy dayes, they 
bave been ſuffered, yeaencouraged ,* without any ſignificant joynt Teſtimony ,- not only to 
binder the Reformation of Religion, but to overturn the whole Work of Reformation, to 
Burn and Bury the Covenantsfor it, to re-eſtabliſh. abjuted PreTacy + ere a monſtrous, 
Chriſt-exauforating, and Cburch-enſlaving Sypremacy , attempt the introduRion of Po- 
Pery and Slavery at the gate of an Anticbriftian Tolleration, and to perſecute and deſtroy 
the Godly, whodurſt not inconſcience comply with them. Aud not euly to divide the King 


from his People, or one of the Kingdoms from anorher , but, firſtto divide the bulk and body of _ 


both Kingdoms, and make them' purſue divided Inteteſts , fromtbeTnereſt and Cauſe of 
Chrifl; And thento divide the remnant, of ſuch, as adhered to it , among themſelves, by 
Indaulgences, andother bones of contention, in order to get them more eaſily deſtroyed; 
And at !ength, toengagethe King into ſhch 4 diviſionfrom the People; as to make him, 
inſtead of their Proteftor, their declared Deſtroyer : And, not only to wake parties awoug 
the People, contrary to this League and Covenant, butto draw anddivide the whoie Peo- 
pleto party wich their perjuries. And yet ſo far bave we beenfrom endeavourstohave them 
brought to rry4l and coudign puniſhment, as the ſupreme Fudicatories of the Kingdom ſhould judge 
' 6omteuient , that they have beet ſuffcred to obtain, and manage the whole Adminiſtration 
of Judgement in their ownhands, and tb fit and a@attheſole Reprefentatives of the King- 
dom; Yea, not only have we ſuffered them ſo to ſit and at, but have owned them as our 
Repreſentatives, incomplying with their Miſchiefs framed into Law, in abetting, ftreng- 
thening, andencouraging the Prelatical- faftion, intheir avowed oppoſition to the Cove- 
nant. Thegenerality have owned Allegianceto the Head of theſe Incendiariesand Malig« 
© Dants, yea-a Fopiſh Inceudierie, becauſe he worea Crown on his head; And have payed the 
. Ceſfs, impoſed tor themaintenance and encouragement of Malignants : Many have Aſſo- 
ciated with them, in Expeditions of War, drawing up withthem in their Muſters, and Ren- 
| dezyouſes, thereby countenancing a Malignant cauſe; and liſting themſelves under a Malig- 
pant, yea, Popiſh Banner Many have ſubſcribed, yea, fworn themſelves of their FaQtion, 
contrary to theCovenant, by taking Tefls, Oaths and Beads, obliging them to ſurecaſe from 
- Covenanted Dujies, and to keep the peace, and good behaviour withthem, whom they 
were obliged by the Coyenant , toſeek tobring to puniſhment : yea ſome, avd not a few, 
were inveigled in the ſnare of the Oath of Delation, to Delate the perſecuted People of Gob to. 
their Courts;and thereby made,in ſtead of d:ſcovering Malignants,according tothe Covenant, 


to diſcover their Brethren to Malignants : And very many, almoſt the univerſality of the | 


Land, wereinvOlvyed inthe ſnare ofthe Oath of 4bjaratien renouncing the principle of de- 
claring War againſt a Maliguext Kizg,and of aſlerting the lawfulneſs of bringing bismurderjng 
complycerand Incendiriesto condign puniſhgient, But , on the other band , ſome = us 

ye 
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-have fometimes exceeded the bounds of Moderation in thismatter , in uſurpingthe ſword, 
| without Gops Call, withont reſpe@ tothe Rule,and againſt the ſcope of our own Declarations, 
'totake yengeance onthem,at our ownhand;yea,even tothat degree oftaking » fucharthe 
'theLives of * ſowe of theminan extrayagant manner; For which ,we haye ' Curate of Cirf- 
'been ſadly rebuked of Gop, and occaſion hath been given,and taken, to emmy and ſore 
reproach and blaſpheme the Way of Ged upon that account. py noe 
In the 5th Article, we are bonnd according to.oar peace and Intereſt, toendeayour that 
"* the KingJoms may remain Conjoyned in a firm Peace and Union to all Poſterity, and 
4" that Juſtice may be done on the willful oppoſers thereof ; According to Gal. 
0 42 13. Iſs, 2. 2. 3. Iſs 19. 23. 24. 25. Fer. 50. 4, 5. Exek. 37. 16. 17. Zech. 
-2, 11, Zech. 3. 20, 22. 23. Butth6 the Peace and Union betwixt the King. 
doms be a great bleſſing of God unto both, and a Bond which we arc 
obliged to preſerve unyiolated; And to endeayour that juſtice may be 
done upon the oppoſers thereof ; Yet, ſome in this Land, who haye 
: come under the Bond of the Coyenant, have made ittheir great ſtudy 
: how to diflolye this Union, and few, or nocndeayours, haye been uſed 


by any of us, for Puniſhing of ſuch. Yea, very litle, or notat all, havethe moſt 
ot us been concerned about this article, whether there be Peace with, orholineſs and truth 
inthe other Kingdoms, or what ſort of Peace, or on what Foundations it be ſettled. Both 
Kingdoms are mutually guilty of diſlulyingjthis Covenanted Union, inInvading each other, 
at ſeyeral times, contrary to the Covenant: The Ezglifh Nation, in ſubjefting usto 
their] Conqueſt, and forcing us. to a ſubmiſſion and Union with their SeFarian Uſ- 
urpations, on Church and State: And this Nation, in giving ſuch provocations to them, by 
the Unlawful Engagement, inthe year 1648: By treating with ſetting up, andentertaining 
the Head of the Malignant party, their Enemy and ours both, as our King, inthe year 1650; 
And inwading them upon his quarre), inthe Worceſter expedition, Amo 1651. Since which 
time, after that Kingdom and this bothunited inthat unhappy courſe of reſtoring the King,. - 
without reſpe tothe Covenant ;, And re:eſtabliſhing Prelacy,'which broke our Govenanted 
© Union and Conjunttion, That Nation hath ſometimes ſent aid to our Perſecutors, for ſup- 
preſſing oor Attempts to recover our Religion and Liberties ;'And this Nation bath ſent Forces: 
to belp their Deſtroyers ,ard toſuppreſstheirEndeavours for the recovery of their Pciviledges. 
And inthe mean time, we have been very litle ſolicitons for Correſpondence to ſettle Union- 
with ſuch ofthem as owned the Covenant; Or, forgiving to, orreceiving from them, mu- 
tual Informations of our reſpeRive caſes and conditions, under all our Calamities and Calum - 
' niescaſtuponus: Nor have we-ſtudiedto keep up Sympathie,. or Communion of Saints, or 
2 mutual bearing of oneanothers burdens, as became Covenanted Brethren, On the other 
hand, in ſtead of Union in Truth and Duty, according to the Bond of the Covenant, 2 Con- 
federacybath been ſtudied, indefefion from the Covenant : And an Union and Peace, which 
wanted the foundation laid down in the foregoing Articles of the Covenant, to wit, Unifor- 
mityin Doftrine, Worſhip, Ditfcipline and Government, againſt Pepery, Prelacy, Schiſm, 
or Sefariaziſm, for our Religion, Laws, and Liberties, and the diſcovering, ct2 v5 
and puviſhing the enemies of theſe Intereſts. Such an Union hath not been'ftudied or ſought; 
but onthe contrare, anUnionagainſt the Reformation, and Uniformity for Prelacy,or Secta- 
rian Multiformity, by maintaining Tyranny, and ſtrengtbening Malignarcy. fs 
Inthe 6th. Article, Weare bound, according 10 our Places end Callings inthi common Canrſeof 
Religion, Liberty, «ud Peace, t0«fift and defend «ll thoſe that enter into the; League and Covenant, 
in the meintdixing thereof. Andintne National Covenant, inlike manner, weare bound-**to 
<{tand tothe mutual defence and aſlifance, eyery oneofus of another, inthe ſame cauſe,, 
| | *c. much; 


G2 


. « wich onr beſt Tounſel, our Bodies, Means, and wholePo wer, againſt all forts of perſons 


.*< what foeverz Sothat whatſoever ſhallbedone tothe leaſt of usfor that Cauſe, ſhould be 
. *«1akenasdonetousallingeneral, andtoevery oneofusin particular. Aduty veryclearin 


the Scriptures, - Fadg. 5.23. 1Chroy. 12,1, 18, Nehbem. 4.14. Prov. 24.11. 12. But alas! | 


* Little Conſcience bath'been made of this Duty : We have {uflered many of our 
Brethren, in ſeyeral parts of the Land, to be oppreſled of the common 
Enemy, without compaſſion or relief. There hath been great murmur. 
ing and repining.becauſe of expence of means, and pains in doing of out 
daty, Andnotonlyſo, but many haye Swornand'Subſcribed' Oathsand Bonds ehgaginig 
againſt ſuch{aſſiſtances very direAly, and tocondemnall ſuch endeavours toaſliſt, defend,or 
reſcuethem, - as Sedizion and Rebellion ; And obliging them toaſliſt their murdering Malig. 
nant Enemies by ſuch concurrencesas they required: Yea, manyinſtead of coming out tothe 
help of the Lord againſt the Mighty, and defending their Brethren, havecome out to the 
h:Ip ofthe Mighty againſtthe Lord, His Cauſe; Covenant anLop 

in Armes againſt them at all the Appearances that have been aflayed for the cauſs of Chriſt; 
Appearing at Courts, held for informing againſt,'and Condemning theirBrecthren that were 
Preſent at,- or coneerned inſuch Appearances for the Covenanted Cauſe; And cominginas 
Witneſles againſtthem; Sitting in Aſſyſes for Condemning them; And guarding them to 


their Executions, when Martyred for their Duty and the Intereſt of Truth. Many again baye | 
denied toReſet, Harbour, and Entertain their Brethren , Perſecuted for maintaining the | 


Covenanted Reformation; And ſome have raiſed the Hue and Cry after them, thereby occa- 
ſioning and afliſtingin the cruel Murder of ſeveral faithful Brethren. The moſt part baye 


owned the Great Murderer, who authorizedalltherefl andenaQted all theſe Murders; Andj 
aſſifted him and his Complices and Executioners of his murdering Mandats, with their Purſes} 
andEſtates, in paying the Supplies profeſſedly demanded, anddeclaredly impoſed forenabl.} 


ing them toaccompliſh theſe Miſchiefs. Yea, many of our Brethren bave been ſo far frem 
afſting that they have added aff: tions to their affliftedBrethren , by their Reproaches, and 


perſecuting by the Tongue whom the Lord had ſmitten, and talking tothe grief of thoſewhom 


He had wounded, Andasall ſorts ofus have been wanting in our Syinpathie with; and en- 
deayouring ſuccour to our ſuffering Brethren , let be to deliver them from their Enemies 


hands, according to capacity, eſpecially if they were ſuch as differed from usin their Judges ' 
ment ; Sowe cannot forbear with ſhame and ſorrow to confeſs, that many Miniſtershave all |: 
alongſtdiſcoyered greatunconcernedneſs with, and contempt of poor deſpiſed and reproach» | 


ed Sufferers ; Condemning the Heads of their Sufferings; Forgetting , or refuſing to pray 
for them publickly; Anddeclining, yea, diſſwading to contribute for therelief of the Baniſhs 
ed, oflate; Which bath been yery diſcouraging totheaMiQed, andſtumblingtomany. In 


the ſame Ariicle, we are bound not to ſuffer our ſelves direQly or indirefly, by whatſoever Com-| 
bination or Teyyoy , tb be divided and withdraws from this bleſſed Union and Conjuntion, Whether to}: 
make defeRion to the Contrary part,or to give our ſelves unto a deveſiable indifferency or neutrality inthi} 
Cauſe. Andinthe National Covenant, *©* That we ſhall neither direQly nor indire&ly ſuffer} 


« gurſelves tobe divided, or withdrawn, by whatſoever ſuggeſtion, a!lurement or terror, 


<« from this Bleſſed and Loyal CorjunQion ; According to Scripture warrand<,Gen. 13.8. Pſa. 


* *x33. throughout. Zech. $8. 19, Heb. 12. 14. 1Cor. 1, 10. Eph. 4 3. Phil. 1. 27. and 
2. I,' 2. Fer. 9. 3. Ezek. 22. 25. 2Tim. 4. Io. Hag. 1. 2. Phil. 2. 21, Rev. 3. 15, 


16. Butalas! Itislong ſince our Fathers had reaſonto complain and confeſs, that many }' 


intheirday.. by perſwaſion or terror ſuffered themſelves.to be divided and 
withdrawn to make defcftion to the contraty part: Many bad —_ 
| 0 


—————_——— 


DO QaHOHeAStS SD He = Oo WH = waAomana cw a 


preſſedPeople; concurring | 


FT 2” (OJ -) | 
| off toa deteſtable indefferency and Neutralicy in this Cauſe which 
| much concerneth the Glory of God, and the good of theſe Kingdoms; 

{ Nay many bad made it their ſtudy to walk lo asthey might comply with 
| allrimes, and all the reyolutions thereof. It wasnot their care to counce- 
nance, cacourage, intruſt, 'and employ ſuch only, as from their hearts 
| did affet and mind Gods work: But the heatts of ſuch many times þad 
| been diſcouraged, .and their hands weakned, their ſufferings negleRed, 
| and themſelyes {lighted ; And many who hadbeen once open Enemies, 
and alwayes ſecret Underminers, countenanced and employed; Nay, 
even thoſe who had been looked upon as Incendiaries, and upon whom 
the Lord had ſet Marks of deſperate Malignancy, Falſhood and Deceir, 


were brought in as fit to manage publick Aﬀairs. All which Sins and Breach- 
es of Covenant have now encreaſled to a greater height of beinouſneſs ; Forin our day, theſe 
1ncendiaries, deſperate and ingrained Malignants , bave only been imployedin , andad- 
Mittedto the management of Aﬀairsin Church and State, and none but they haye been ac- 
counted Hebile by Law : And ſuch diviſions from this Covenanted Conjurfion, and defeQti- 
ons tothe contrary part, have beenenaQted andeſtabliſhed by Law. Yea, all theunbappy 
diviſions that have been in our day, haye been the woeful conſequents and eff: of DefeRti- 
* on3 tothe contrary part. AttheficſtereQtion of Prelacy , many, both Miniſters and Profeſ. 
ſors, . partly by Terror and partly by Perſwafiqn. did withdraw from this Covenanted Con- 
junRion,. and makedefeQionuntoPrelacy, with which they combin'd in conforming with 
it, and ſubmitting unto the Miniſtry ofthe conforming Curats : And afterwards, by the terror 
*of the fear of Men, and the perſwaſions of their Counſels and Example, many of us have been 
ſeduced into a Combination with Malignants, in taking Oaths and Bonds contrary to the Co- 
'yenants, thereby dividing our ſelyes from the Recuſants, and making defefionto the party. 
impoſing them,. and oppoſingthe Covenants, And by Combination of thoſe that preferred 
'Peaceto Truth, and Eaſe toDuty, by theterror of threatned continuance of Perſecution,and 
'the petfwaſion}of a promiſed Relaxation and'immunity from Troubles, many Miniſters 
'have been divided from the Teſtimony of the Church 'of Scotland againſt the encroach-- 
.ing Supremacy and Abſolute Power, and one from another, 'and have' made defeRion 
[to that part and Party that were advancing theſe Encroachments and Uſurpations. on the 
/prerogatives of Chriſt and Pciviledges of his Church , by.receiying Indulgences and Tolerations: 
ifrom them; intheir own nature deſtruftive unto, and given, and received on term8incon- 
ſiſtent withthe Duties of the Covenants, which wece contrived and conferred on purpoſeto 
:dividethem from this caufe, and fromtheir Brethren that more tenaciouſly adhered toitr,. 
anddid effeAuate that deſign in a grezt meaſure. And others gays themfelyes to a dete- 
|: fable indifferency , in complying with, conniving at, andpot witneſſing againſt theſede. 
.fections, but paſſing them over in a ſecure and ſubmiſlive filence : And yet many of us 
. have not ſhewed our diſlike of theſe backſliding courſes, . by diſcountenancing , withdraw- 
ing from, and. keeping our ſelves free of all participation withthem : And others bave with- 
drawn , that have mot mourned-for the fin of theſe things, tothe irritation and offence, 
rather than conviftion of theſe they withdrewfrom. Moreover, inthe ſame Article we are 
ſworn, -ell the ddyes of" onrltves', zealouſly and conflantly io continue in thi Cauſe ,}. apeinft ell 
Letty and.Impediments whatſoever : And, what we are not able our ſelves to {ppreſs and overcome, 
to; reveal and make known, that it may betimely prevented or removed. And in the National Ca- 
yenant, ** neyertocaſtinany Lett or Impedimentthat may ftay or hinder any ſuch reſolu- | 
; tion: 
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' Policy than Piery, and haye hearkned more unto men than unto God] 
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«« ouſly obviated; agreeing very well with Scriptures, Naw: 14:9, 10: Neb: 6:3,6,8,9,10,11,&c, 
# ſal: 69: g:|Iſe: 8: 12, 14: ARs 4: 19: 48s 20 :24: & 21: 13: Gal: 2: 5: Phil: 1: 28, Neyertheleſy, 


many have been the lets and impediments that baye been caſt in the way 
to rerard and obitrult the Lords work, by Pcelacy, Supremacy , Indulgences, 


Tolleration, and abſolute Tyrannie, and complyances therewith, enatted by Law ;/ andf 


all the miſchicfseftabl:ſhed by a Throne of iniquity theſe 28. years. Yetfewhaye ever zealsf 
ouſly contented, andtewer bayeconſtantly continued in contending againſt theſe obſtrufti 
ons, ſo deſtruftive to the cauſe. Many have keeped Secret the firſt motions and ap: 
pearances of theſe things, while they might bavebeen ſuppreſſed and oyercome : And the 
generality have paſſed them ovyerinſilence, and made not known, nor adyerted nnto the 
Evil of theſe things whendectared, by witneffing againſt theſe things, when they could not 
be otherwile removed or overcome. Yet many otus have our ſelyescaſt in Lets and lmpedi- 
ments obſtruQiveto the Cauſe, 'by our Defeftions, Diviſions, and Diſorders, againſt Come 
mon Conſent, & precipitencies without cOmon conſent,even of our Brethren adhering to the 
Teſtimony,Many a diviſive Motionbath not been counted dangerous , as thoſe which tended 
to divide us from the Covenanted Cauſe; And many a good and necellary Motion, bath been 
\ counted Diviſive, namely ſuch as propoſed the neceſſity of confeſling and forſaking fin. 


s 


Beſides theſe, and many other breaches of the Articles of the Gove] 


nant, in the mater thereof, which concerneth everyone of us to ſearch, 

out and acknowledge before the Lord, as we would wiſh his wrath to be 
rurned away from us; So have many of us failed exceedingly, in the 
manner of following and purſuing the duticscontained thetein ; not on] 
ſeeking great things for our ſelves, and mixing. private intereſts and} 
ends concerning our ſelves, and friends, and followers, with theſe thingy 
that concern the publick good , but many times preferring ſuch to the 
honour of God, and good of his Cauſe, and retarding Gods work, un 
till we might carry alongſt with us our own Intereſts aud Deſigns. I 
hath been our way to truſt in the means, and to rely upon the arm of . 
fleſh for ſucceſs, albeit the Lord many times hath made us meet with 
diſappointment therein, and ſtained tnepride of all our glory , by bla 

ſtingevery carnal confidence unto us: We have followed, for the mo} 
part, the counſels of fleſh and blood, and walked more by the Rules of 


In the Concluſion of the Solemn League and Covenant, there isa Profeſſion and Declara 
tion before Gopand the World of our unfeigned deſires to be humbled « fog 
our own fins, and © for the ſinsof theſe Kingdoms, eſpe} . 

& Ezk: 72 16! cially that we have not c valued as we ought the ineſti} 


0 Maes: # .. mable benefire of the Goſpel, that we have not labopre '' 
| 0 


1-46.43 | ' 
**tjon as by commonconſent ſhall be found F conduce for fo good ends bat on the cot | 
« (rary, by all ſawful meanstolabour to further and promovye the fame. Andifany ſuchdank f 
* verous and diviſive motion be made to us by word or writ , that we andeyeryoneofwf 
* ſh4ll either ſuppreſsit,or if need be,incontinent make the ſame known, thatit may be time{ 
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f, and that-we have. 4 Atts 2: 42: 


/ notendeayouredto t receive Chriſt it-our' hearts, nor to- : Tk Fe #* 


| :walk'g worthy of Him in our Hyes./2pbich av6/the cauſer"' f xpheſs' 352 15: 


*of other” ſms and' tranſgreſſiint ſo* mmoh © abiunting* among us.  Colloſhi 2:6: 
"All which we are under many obligations t6:confe(s" and ineuin over g Colloſſt Tr 10: 
from the Word. , And of our true and unfeigned purpoſe | = Thef: 2: 11,12: 
 *anddefſire to endeayour for gur (elyes, 2h, all orhers .under . our power 
« ,and*charge, both in publick-and in pzivate, inall Duties we qweto God 
-and Man, toamend our Lives, and cach 6ne tog0 beforcanother inthe 
[example of a real 'Retorimarian, that. che Lord" night turn away His 
Wrath and heavy Indignation, aad eſtabliſh thelg Chutthes aria King- 
doms in Truth and Peacc., Yer we. have refuſed to be Reformed, and 
' have walked proudly ang obſtinatly agafriſt the Lord, not yaluing His 
Goſpel,. nor {ſubmitting our, felyes,tintp cheobedience thereof, nor leck- 
ing after Chriſt, nor | udying to hotiaur Him jn-the excellency+of His 
Perſon, nor employ Him in the' vertae- of:His Offices., not making 
Conſcience of Publick' Ordinances, not Private nor Secret Duties, nor 


XL 


4. ſtudying to edifie one another in Love. The Ignorance of God, arid of 


His $on Jeſus Chriſt prevails exceedingly in the Land. EyenourEathers, 
intheir pureſttimes, confeſled intbeir Acknowledgement of Sins, That the greateſt part 
of Maſters of Families among Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, Bur- 
geſſes, and Commons, negle&ed to icek God. in their. Families, and to 

- endeayour the Reformation-{thereot.. And albeit it had been muck 
preſſed, yer few of the - Noblesand Great Ones, _— could be 

. per{waded to perform Family Duties. themſelves in their own' Perſons, 
which made ſo neceſſary and uſcfut a duty to be miſregarded by others 
of inferiour Rank. And we way add in our degenerate times , not only the 


| , Great Ones generally profeſs the negle& apd contempt of ſo neceſſary and uſeful a duty, 
+ bothintheirownPerſons, andinthe uſe of Chaplains, except ſuchwho areas Prophaneas 


themſelves: But the greateſt part ofthe Commons are altogether Strangerstoit, many per 
forming no part of Family-worſhip ; Otbers, -only ſinging a/ Pſalm and Reading/a Chapter, 
; Without Praying; And others, making a faſhion ofi'perfotming all , but yery perfunQtori- 
\ ouſly, formally and indifferently , and ſcarce onceina day'; And mking litleConſciencein 


and Burrows, who ſhould be examples of Godlineſs and Sober walking 
|. unto others, are .zery generally Ring-leaders. of exceſs and, Rioting., 
- Wherebyitis Impoſhble.ro reckon up all the Abominations thatare inthe 
: Land: But the Blaſpheming: of the Name of God , ſweating by. the 
| Creatures, Profanation of the Lords day, *Ulncleannels Drankenneſs, . 
' Exceſsand Rioting, Vaniry of Apparcel, Lying and Deccit, Railing 
an 
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Catechiſing, and Inftrutingrheir Childrenand Servants,” The Nobility, Gentry . 


” * 
—_— ——— 
Yn nee" hn—_— - 


—_ Le em ne eat wr nw 
I 9 ISIS AA er”, + Ea, 
—_ - py 


© WAP<s > idol? teat 


EE eee re ee OE EI TO NO I 


3 


and' Curfing, Arbitrary and uncongolled Opprefſin, and grinding of 
the faces of «< [ 
become ordinary andicamman; Sing We. have heen. far from amending our 


' Lives,and/promotinga perſggal.Refarmation,and ggingbefpre.oneanctber inthe.example 
ofaceal tm Es wehave bee examples of Deformation,in our perſonal Pra« 


Aiſes and publick TranſaJiops, and being rdo. familiar, and too far unite with the Patrons. 


and Patterns of all the Lands Deformations. Our Fathers alſo acknowledged, Albeir 
they were the LardsPegple, engaged unto Himi nto a Solemn way, yct they 


bad not made it their ſtudy that Judicatories,and Armics ſhould conſiſt 


of, and places of Power and Truſt be filled with Men of blameleſs and 
Chriſtian Converſation, and of known Integrity, and approyen fidelity 
affetion.and zeal unto the cauſe of God ,, And not only thoſe who were 


neutral and indifferent, buz diſaffeted and Malignant, and others who 


that Judicatorics, eventhen, were the cats of Injultice and Iniquity. A 
many in their Agmies, bY their. milcarriages, -became thei: Plague, unto 
the great prejudice of the Cauſe of God, the great ſcandal of the Goſpel, 


and the great increaſe of Jooſeneſsand profanity rhroughout all the Land. 


were pony and ſcandalous were incruſted : By ' which it came to pa ls 


" But we, their far more degenerate.Children, 'have ſeen and owned Judicatorjes copſiſting- 


--of, andfilled with perjured Traitors coGod-andeheir-Countray ; And Armies made-up of 
; theſe Plagues; Marſkalled underadiſplayed Banner -ag-inftthe Cauſe of Gor ; Not only to 
-ahejScanda}, ,burfonthe Suppreſſion gf he; Gaſpel, and farcingpeopleto profaniny through- 


_ outthe Land: Yetwehave not hehe ner cryed fortheſe Abominationgs, nor: have we been | 
abounting ofthemthrough the Land ; Nor hath our Zeal, | 


concerried as we ought, withthe' 
* which in any meaſure we profeſied,eox:endedifelHfar beyond theplaceswherewe {cjourned, 
- notregarding the Ignoranceanpd Profanity of the many cark places inthe. Land, both inthe 
Borders, Highlands, and NoxthernTfles, andguher parts, -notbei Qeelulolpropagyingths 
knowledgero! God andRoligiop among ems, As likewiſe wit Mulbine we mult confeſs, 
our Pride and preſumptuovs oafting of theExt Vite 
of the Goſpel, and outward Reformation, and Teſtimony which wo bragged-oft, as:if thathad 
; made us betterthan others: Whibewe. made not Conſcience of-improving theſe Priviledges, 
nor of 'bringing forth ſuitable 'Fruis in'a-perſonal Reformation. Andinlike manner, 
the \conceitedneſs of ſome in Suffering ' , and Now Complyance , -and:Comending for 
: Trath', -rather:for-keepingupths Contemion, and abettinga 'Party, and many times, 
-- under too lofry inzmes -at-.; the. 'Saffering Furry and Runacut ;' and tbe like , than to 
. keep andhold/Ffaſtitie Word ofthe Lords Bacience,, to HisGlory; asourt Crown. And many 


othercyideuces:ofprifle, hateful roGad; 'imboaftivigi ofthe ufe of Armies, .in an oftentive * 


way ,-and being tamuchakeagp withihew: (:thonemd{fargifar thedelence pfgur Lives) 
ina. revengeſul relenting ofaffronts, ina paſſiepats and diſdainful refuſing to take reproof 

* forexceſſesinthe mapner of anydaty, when we thou he" the inatter was rohr; And in our 

: Carer Ir rI EI Slforth ct Grew h5y deginro kbar" ez, 'bothintime 
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we Rerein amaneerdrivenirom ſhe! World, and [hyt.up from all Emplayments, but the 
exerciſe ofGodtineſs, manyyi | | 


e-Poor, by-LandJordsand oibers,in Place and Power, are: 


rings,abdGnermepe: thilLiberryoldate, riot acknowledgenvith - 
mich dyaupded:;amongus: Bothibacwhen 
rKmproverthat opportunity ofthe Crofs to promote ac= "| 


quraintance and communion with God, being flathful in Prayer, Reading, and other yn : 
| | t nd 


——_— ——_—_— 


A 


ertdt Privitedgeswehad, and others wanted, | 


a; 


- 


And ſome again, even fince they might haye had acceſs togo to Service; or other lawful 
| Employments, have contihued idle and out of wotk , to the opening of the-monthsof 
many againſt the Cauſe, albeir they were not called ro, or employed in any-publick bix. 
| ſineſsfor the ſame. And beſides All thele thitigs 4 'there be many 0- 


1 ther tranſgreſſions , whereot the Land wherein we live are gnilty,which 


we have not been humbled for tOthisday. : But in ſtead of mourning 
for them, confeſling'afhd forſaking'theny » we have been rather defending or -daubing, 

; Coyeting 6r colouring, excuſing or txcenuativg them.  Allwhich we'now deſite to 
acknowledge, .and be humble for, that the World may bear witneſs 
with us, that Righteouſneſs belongerh unto God, and ſhame and confuſi. 
on of face unto ns, as appears this day, x 


BUT, becauſe it is heedfut for theſe who find Mercy, not enly-tocor- 
fels, butalſo to torſake theft” ſin ; Thetetgre, that the reality agd 
ſincerity of out Repentatice may, appear, WE doReſolve, and Sotermm- 
1y Engage our ſclyes, betore the Lord, carefully.to avoid, for the time tp 
come, all thele Offences whereof we haye,now made ſolemn publick 
- acknowledgement,and all the ſnares and tentations which trend theretin- 
to: Ando teſtifie the integrity :of our Reſolution, herein ,. and that 
we nay be the better enabled ,- in rhe power of © the Lotds ftirength to 
| . perform the ſame, we doagain Renew out Solemn League and Cove. 
nant, promiſing hereafter to make Conſcience of all the Duties where. 
unto weare obliged inall the Heads and Arricles thereof , particulas. 
ly of theſe which follow. _ -— ? EUVSEIC (EINE FL, 
Becauſe Religion is of all things the moſt exceliknt and precions, and 
the knowledge of the Great Truthsof the Goſpel, ſo generally decreaſed in this Land, is ſo 
abſolutely neceſſary. Therefore, we ſhall endeayourto be better acquainted with the writ- 
ten Wordof God, the oply infallible Rule of Faithand Manners; And ſhall ſtudy, more than 
formerly, the Do&rine of this Trus Reformed Church, ſummarly contained in our Confeſſion 
of Faith, Catechiſms larger andſhorter, Sum of Chriſtian Dodrine, and praftical uſe of Saving 
Knowledge, Direfory for publick Worſhip, Propoſitions concerning Church Goyerniment 
and Ordinationof Miniſters, &c, And other Writings, clearing and confirming theſe'Truths 
epproven by this Church, and agreeable withthe Word. of Gop. 'The advancing and 
promoving the power of this True Reformed Religion, in our ſelves and others, 
againſt all Ungodlineſs and Profanity, And the ſecuringand preferving 
the purity rhereof againſt all Error, Hereſfie and Schiſme,' and namely 
Independency, Anabaptiſme, Antingmianiſme,  Arminianiſme,Socinianiſme, Fami- 
; liſme, Libertiniſme, Scepticiſme, Quakeriſme, and Eraftianiſme, ſhall be more 
. ftndied and endeayoured by us. And as wedeclare we willingly agreeinour.Con- 
ſcienceswith this Dottrine ofthe Churchof Ecotleyd, in all points, as unto Gods undoubted 
Truth and Verity, 'grounded only upon His written Word; So, we ieſfolve conſtantly to 


adhereunto, and maiarain, and defend, and profeſs, and confeſs, and, when called of Gop, 
| LA t9 
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to be willing to ſuffer ſorevery point of the ſaid "5 "8B we ſhal deſiretobe approven and 


confclled by Chrift Jeſus before God and His Holy Angels. 2, We ſball alfo ſtudy more ſin- 
cecity, uprigheneſs, and heart intepruy in the Worſhip of God, and not ſatiſty our ſelyes with - 


the forme of it,, without the Spirituality that tbe, Obje@ ot itrequires ;. And fhal endeavour to 


Recover and Preſerye the Liberty and Purity thereof from all Corruptions, Novations, or 


Inventions of Men, Popiſh, Prelatical, Eraſtian, or any other. / Andif we cannot get theſe 
Corcuptions Reformed and removed, we ſhal:ftudy to keep our ſelves freeof. Communion 
and Participation with the ſame. ,, 3, We ſhall likewile, by all Lawlul means, endeavouc 


the Recoyery and Re-eftabliſhment of Preſhyterial Government , which is the only order of - 


Chiifts Houſe of Divine loſtitutipn, ;and (eek rohave it Redintegrated in allitsparts, Privi. 
ledges, and Courts of Kirk Sefſ?ons, Preſbytries ," Sywods ,' and General Aſſemblies. - Arid that 
che true Diſciplize ofthe ſame Charch may be impartially Exerciſed; Both which, we ſhall end. 
eayour tO Preſerve aginſtall that ſeek to Subyert. and Pervert theſame:. And when Reſtored 
and Recovered inits freedom and integrity , ſhall Cordially ſubmit unto theſame, asbe- 
comesthe Flock of Chriſt, 4, 1nlike manner, the carrying on the Work of Uni. 
formity- inthe three Kingdoms, ſhall be Jeſiced, , defigned, prayed for, ſtudicd and en- 
deayoured by us, by Remonſtrances, Supplications, .Admonitions, Teſtimonies, and all 
other means poſlible, lawful, expedientatid competent unto usin our capacities, and that 
before all Worldly Intereſts wherher concerning the Magiftrate,. or our 


{clves, or any other whatſomevyer. 


According tothe Second Article, x. We ſhall doour outmoſt endeavours tohavethe Land - 


purged of Popifh Idolatry,i the Monuwents thereof deſtroyed; andſo far as lies in our power, 
{hall never ſuffer the ſame tq be reintroduced or exreted again: But ſhall endeayour tobave 
the Penal Statutes againſt Papiſts, of late ſtopped and ſuſpended by the Tolleration, revived, 
feftin full force,and duely put in execution againſtthoſe Enemies of Religion and all good Go- 
vernment. -2, WeſhalEndeayour theextirpationof Prelacy, by all approven means, ac- 
cording to our.Capacities and Vocations. And in order thereto, we ſhall never ſubmit to 
that Pcelatical Hierarchy of arcb-biſhops, Biſbops, &c. having power of Order or Jurisdition 
over preaching Preſbyiers « whether Eraſtian,. or only Dioceſan, in any form or degree,how= 
ſoeyer Reformed; accommodated, reſtriaed, orlimited by Cautionsor proviſtons of Men; 
Since frequent andfatal experience bath taught this Church: , that they cannot be kept 
tong within banks or bounds; And the Word of Gop hath condemned that Office, and Sub. 
ordination it ſelf, in any degree. Weſhallalſo, by alllawful and legal means, ſtekthere. 
moving of their ſubſtitute Curats, depending. on them; from the Pariſh-Churches on which 
they haveintruded. And ſhall neverſubmit tothe Miniſtry of, hear, or receive Ordinances 
from, nor pay any Stipends unto any Manthat enters into the Cure of any Periſh. at the door 
of the Biſhops Collation, or Patrons Preſentatiov. Y. Becauſe many have of late 


laboured to ſupplant the Liberties of the Kirk, andbavein agreat meaſure ob- 
rained theirdefign, by the late Indulgences and Toleration, We ſhall refuſe, withſtand, and 
witneſs againſtall ſuch Encroachments onthe Liberties of this Church in all times coming ; 
And ſhal withdraw our ſelves from Comunion with any ſuch Meetings or Congregations, that 
hold their freedom from, and are modified by ſuch Uſuepations. Purpoſing and promiſing 
to uſe all endeavoursto bavea ſettled Miniſtry, accordingto Chrifts Inſtitution, without any 
dependence on,ſubordination unto, or homologation of an Eccleſiaſtick Eraſtian &.uſurped 
ſupremacy in the Civil Magiſtrate. Furthermore, we ſha] ſtrive to recover, & when recovered, 


Maintain and Defend the Kirk of-Scorland,; inall her Liberties and Pri- 
viledges accordiogtoour power, againſt all who ſhall oppoſe or pers 
the: 
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az we ſhall earneſt 


the ſame, or cncroach thereupon, under any pretext whatſomever. 4. 


' Andasonthe one hand, wehereencerinto Vowes to deteſt and abbor all Superſtition, He- 


refie,; and Profaneneſs, and whatſoever ſhallbe found contrary to ſound Doftrine and the 
powet of Godlineſs, and tokeep ourfelyes, ſo far as we can,from all partaking in other Mens. 
ſins; by conſent unto, aff..ciation,- incorporation, combination, communion, complyance 
with, or Conniving at their firs; So, Wereſolve, in the Lords ſtrength, to guard againſt 
allSchiſme and ſinful Separation, or unjuſt, raſh, and diſorderly withdrawing from Congre- 
gations, ScCcieties, or Families , orany part ofthe Communion of the true Reformed Cove- 


-:nanted Churchof Scotland, bolding purely and intirely the Doftrine, Worſhip, D.ſcipline 
| \andGovyerament of theſamein Principle and Exerciſe, according to the Rules of Chriſt, and 
- ſtanding As and Conſtitutions of this Church. And that we ſhall neither gather nor ſet up 


forred ſeparate Churches or Societies, under other Ordinances, Government or Miniſtry, 
diſtin from the Presbyterian Church of Scotland. Nor withdraw from Miniſter or Member 


| Of that Body, for any offence, inany caſe, where either the offence may belegally removed 


without our withdrawing; Or cannot be inſtrufted to be condemned by the Word of God, or 
the Conſtitutions of this Church ; -Ocis1in it ſelf an inſufficient ground of withdrawing; Or a 
tbing tobe condeſcended upon, forborn, or forgiven. But ſhall ſtudy to, maintain Union 
and Communion, in Truth andDuty with all the Minifters and Members of theſaid Church, 
that do, andinſo far asthey do follow the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, 

According co the Third Article, 1. We. ſhall endeayour with all ſincerity, reality and 
conſtancy, according to our Vocations and Capacities, by all poſſible & lawful means, ro 


» ſeek the remoyal of thoſe things that corrupt , prelimite, or preclude the right conſticution 


of Parliaments, and other Judicatories; The reſcinding and taking away of theſe wicked 
AtQts and Oaths that give entrance unto the Enemies of the Reformation , to fit there as 
Members, and excludethoſe that are boneſt and well affeRed to the-Covenant and Cauſe 
of God. And all other Afts and Laws that have been framed ſince Prelacy and Tyranny 
camein, that have been oppoſite unto the ſaid Covenantand work of Reformation 5 The 
reviving and ratifying of all former Righteous Laws , made in fayours thereof ; And the 
reſtoring and ppenen'®y of all the due and true Rights and Priviledges of Parliaments, And 

y pray unto God that He would give us able men 
fearing God, men of Truth, and hating covetouſneſs, to judge and bear Charge 
among His people ; $0, we ſhall according to our Places, Gallings and 
Capacities endeavor that Judicatories and all places of Power and Truſt, 
both in Kirk and State, may conſiſt of, and be filled with ſuch men as. 
are of known goad Aﬀettion to the Cauſe of God, and of a blameleſs and 
Chriſtian converſation » to whom we ſhall ſubmit, andobey, anddefendthemand 
their Rights, with our Eſtates and Lives. 2, Welkallalſo deſire, and do defigh to ce- 
cover, Vindicate and maintain the Liberties of the SubjeAs, in all theſe 


things which concern their Conſciences , Perſons and Eſtates,. s. Now 
after we have beenlong howlingunder a grievous Tyrannie , making. men like the fiſhes 
of the Sea that haveno Ruler over them; We ſhall deſire and long for a good Govyern- 
ment, and ſeck tohaveit rightly ſetled, . upon ſuch a foundation of Righteouſneſs , with 
ſucha ſubordination toGop, and in ſuch handsas Religion and Liberty, and we in main- 
taining theſame,may find proteion and Patrociny. And tBen in the terms of the Covenant, 
we promiſe SubjeQtion, Allegiance, and our beſt endeavours to preſerve and defend the 
Perſon and Authority of our Lawfully inveſted Kings , Princes , or other Magiſtrates, - 
in the preſeryationand defence of the True Religion, and Libertics of the Kingdom, Mi- 

niſtration 
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(70 | [ 
niftcation of Juſtice, and puniſhing of iniquity : Or ſo far as our owning and defending” F* 
ther) may, or can confiſt with the preſervation and defence of Religion, Liberty and Ju- |. 
tice; Giving unto GOD that which is GODS , and to Ceſar the things' F 
which are Ceſars - And upon other termes, we purpoſe never to own Allegiance to } 
mortal! Man. , 4 

Accordingto the Fourth Article , 1. Beinv? now ſenſible of the fin of complyance with | 
Malignants, we ſhallreſolvethrough Grace to ſtand alooſ, and at a greater diſtance from 
every thing that may import complyance, confederacy, or {unitive tranſation withtkem*P 
while.remaining ſuch, by Aſſociating with thenr in Armes, paying therm Cefles and.Con- 
tributions impoſed for maintainingthemin their Cauſeand courſe of oppoſicion to the Cauſe 
of COD; Or by ſwearing, ſubſcribing, ortaking any of their Oaths, Tefts or Bonds; Or any 
new Oaths or Bonds whatfoever , which may any way condemn, Limite, or Reſtrain us in 
the Duii:s whetennto weare obliged by the National or Solemn League and Covenant, Yea, 2, 
We ſhall be fo far from conntving at, complying with , or countenanc- 
ing of Malignancy, Injuſtice, Iniquity, Profanity and Impiety , thar we 
ſhall not only avoid and diſcoumtenance theſe things, and cheriſh and þ 
encourage theſe perſons who are zealous for the Cazſt of GOD, and walk | 
according to the Goſpel : But alſo ſhall ſeek a more efteCtua) courſe 
than heretofore , in out reſpeCtive places and Callings , for puniſhing, 
and ſuppreſſing gheſc evils , and faithfully endeavour that the beſt and 
fitteſt remedies may be applyed tot taking away the caules thereof, and 
advancing the-kriowledge of GOD, and Holineſs and Righteouſneſs in : 
the Land. And to this effe&, ſhall endeavour to Reprelent our Grieyances unto come þ 
petent Judicatories againſt thoſe who have been open Perſecuters , that they may receiye 
condign puniſhment asthe degree of their Crimes and Offences ſhall: require or deſerve, 
that ſo the Land may be purged from blood , axd #he Lokp may delight to: dwell among us, 
Ye: conſidering what raſhneſs hathappeared in ſome,in putting forth theirhand to puniſh ſuch'Þ 
Incendraries by death , and how people may beſti]] in hazard of running upon Extrava. 
gances inthis matter, fromthe miſunderſtanding of this Article of the Covenant ; 'We ſhal 
therefore guard againſt all irregularitiesin ſeeking the puniſhment of Malignants, Incendia« 
ries, orevil Inſtruments, and endeayour the diſcoverie and bringing of them to Juſtice in a 
Right and Legal way. 
According to the-Fifth Article, We ſhal according to onr places, power, & [nteref},-ndea. 
vourto have the Union of the Kingdoms brought to its Covenanted B3fis, and ayoid e. 
very thing that may weaken the ſame , or inyolve us in any mcaſure 
of acceſſion unto the guilt of thoſe who have invaded, orbereafter may invade 
the Kingdom of England to break this Covenanted Union. And ſhall endeaycur more 
corceſpondence and ſympathie with all our Covenanted Brethyey, both in England and Ireland. 

According to the Sixth Article , Conſidering what Dangers , We, and al} 6ur 
Brethren , under the Bond , and owning the Obligation of theſe Coyenants , are iv, 
and may be expoſed to, from the Popiſh Prelatical and Malignant FaQtion till prevailing, 
And what defeAts we are ſenſible have beenamong usinthe duty of defending and af;/ting« one 
exo:hey in this caxſe.0 We do here ſolemnly enter under a Bond of Aﬀſociation with all that 

. do now renew tbeſe Covenants with the Acknowledgement of the publick Breaches, and Engage- 
12nt to eheduties thereof, and ſhall concert and aflert the old Coyenanted Cauſe and Quay 
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© rel, asour Fathers (tated and —— tor om the 


t 18 year 1638. to 1650, Which cauſe 
* of the Covenanted Refqrmatipn, in DoQrine, Worſhip,” Diſcipline and Government, and 


g | "all interefis and Rights Religious.or Civil, contendedfor , duxing that forefaid ſpace.of - 
u- Tf. gears conducingtopromotethe ſame 5. wefaithfully promiſe to profecute, and endeavayr 4 
ps" | to propagate, preſerve andmpintain, with the hazard of qur.Lives and all that we have. 
to | ” Not fearingor regarding the foul Aſperſions of Rebellian, Combination ,,or what elfe gur Ad. 
Þ yerſariexfrom their Craft and Malice would put aponus. Seing what we do is ſo well war. 
th " ranted, andariſeth from an unfeigned deſire to maintainthe rue Religion , .to obtainthe . 
hos | ProteRtion, and preferve the Honourof Righteaus Goveroment , and promote the Peace 
m4 .and Happineſs of the Kingdom , forthe preſent Safety and future. Felicity of "Our Salves 
 }. andPoſterity, andencouragement of others, groaning ander, o: in danger of the Yokeof 
= Aviichriftian or Eraflin, Popiſh or Prelatical Tyragny, to joyn inthefame or I 'ke fſocration. 
ſe In maintaing which, we ſhall faithfully and ſtedfaftly, according.to-our place and power, 
ny þ ſympathize , bear all burdens, and imbark our Intereſts with, and affit and detendall 
2 ' theſewho enterinto or joyn with this 4ſſ7ciatiop and Cavenauts, And [hall reckon whats 
* | ſoevyerſhal be done to:the leaſt of us for thisCauſe,as done to us allin general, and to every 
C* | oneofus in particular. And ſhal accopntita breach of Covenaps,if, ſeing our Brethrenpurſued 
Ve | forthisCauſe, and baving ſufficient meansto-comfort and afliſtthem , any.of us ſhall ei- 
1d 4 thermake peace withthe Perſecaters, bind.up their hands:by Qaths,or Bands from refiſt- 
Ik | ingthem, refuſe to hide, harbour or ſupply the Perſecuted, .declinetoxentureinlawful ang 
'c. # neceſſary attempts far their relief, or withdraw from their dutiful ſupport. Andbeing thus 
le united and Aſſociate inthis Cauſe, as we refolve and oblige our ſelves tOabide in this firm 
19. | .conjunRion, and neither conſent nor concede to any Combination or 'Counſe), ſuggeſtion, 
1d | perſiwaſion, allucement ar terrorthat may bave.any dire@:qcindire@&tengeney, itentgtion 
1d | gr.ioftaence to ſeduceus, either to. diviſion Amang our. lelyes, or.deſeRion to,0ur Agver- 
s | faries, .or a baſe indifferency & neutralicy-bhetwgen thetwo, but ſhall with all Zeal , Fide» 
il F lityand conftancy communicate our beſthe}p, counſel and concurrercetor the promoving 
mM» | all reſolutions, as by common conſent ſhall be found to conduce for the 200d of the cauſe. 
ye # Andendeavourtodifcoyer, oppoſe and ſuppreſs all contrivances or counſels that may calt ' 
'e, # in any let or impediment that may be obſtruQive or prejudicia]:o the cauſe : So weſhall 
us, | likewiſe deſire, deſign and endeavour to get the defeions, unworthy neutralities, and 
ich'Þ® unbappy diviſions that have long and Jamentahly wounded and wrecked this Church, re- 
7a-# moved; Differencesſettled, and'Breaches healed, in ſuch a way, and upon ſuch terms as 
nal & may be honourable and adyantagiousfor the Cauſe. And itour Brethren and we, between 
ia. $ - whom ſuch differences bave fallen in and have been ſadly fomented on all hands, will ſearch 
» a ©+ and try our wayes reſpeRively, how far they and we have reced:d fromthe good Old Way of 
the Church of Scoiland , andinour impartial ſearch, ſhall find out our reſpeRivedefe&i- 
*2- | ons and breaches of Covenant, ontheone hand and ontheother, and unitein confeſling 
e. | theſe , by joyning in this orthelike acknowledgement of publick ſins, and keepingdays 
of Humiliation and Mourning for theſame. And as we offer and promiſe to confeſs car 
ICH fGns bere acknowledged , or any other ( ſo faras we can be convinced) any mannerof 
ide way that they ſhall deſire or appoint ; So, if they will at leaſt confeſs theirs Dottrinally, 
5re# andthey and we both forſake them mutually ; And forſaking, concur in procuring the con- 
nd. # demnation of them in Eccleſiaſtical gynods ar Afemblies,and ſo return unto, and fix our 
zur Y ground on the Old eſtabliſhed Foundations, accordingto the Word of Gop and Conſtity- 
in, tions of this Church, ſettled before the Covenanted Reformation topped : We will then 
he, embrace and maintain Union and Communion with them, and offer and avouch our con- 
one currence withthem, and ſubmiſſion to them in the Loxp : And ſhall not ſuffer our ſelyes, : 
batY direQly or indireftly , by whatſoever combination, perſwalion or terror, tobe diyided 
ge- Y and withdrawn fromthisbleſſed Unionand CopjunAtion. . - 
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And tecaule there be many,who heretofore have not made Conſcience 
of the Oath of God, butſome through fear, others by perſwaſion, and 
uvon baſcends and humane , Intercſts have entercd rhereunto, who 
have afterwards diſcovered themſelves tohave dealt deceictully with the, 
Lord, -in {wearing falfly by His Name. Therefore We who do now re-' 
new our Covenants in reference totheſe duties, and all other dutics con<- 
rained therein , Do, in the fight of Him who is the ſearcher of hearts, 
Solemnly Profeſs, that it is not upon any Politick advantage, or Pri-+ 
vate Intereſt, or by-cnd or becauſe of any terror or perſwaſton from! 
men, or hypocritically or deceitfully, that we do again take upon us the 
oath of God, But honeſtly and ſincerely, and from the ſenſe of our Duty ': 
And thar therefore denying our ſelves and our own things , and Jaying 
aſide all (elt-intereſts and ende, we ſhall aboye all things feck tie Hos! 
nour of GOD, the good of His Cauſc, and the wealth of His P eople ;| 
And that forſaking the counſels of fleſh and blood, and not leaning upon 
Carnal. confidence , we ſhall depend upon the LORD., valk by the| 
Ruze of His Word, and hearken to the voice of His Servants, In all 
which, proteſſing our own weakneſs , we do earneſtly pray to GOD .. 
who is the Father of Mercies, through His Son Feſus Chriſt, to be mer- 
citul unto us, and to enable us by the power of His-Might, that we may 
doour Duty, untothe praile of His Grace in the Churches. AMEN, 


